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The Bridgetown Canal’s Genesis

trange as it may seem, three hundred years

before it was constructed, Pope Leo X, one of

the leading Renaissance popes, was a link in
the chain of events that led to the excavation of the
canal in Bridgetown.

During the reign of Pope Leo X in the sixteenth

century, the Vatican was tasked with raising very
large sums of money to finance the ongoing
construction of St Peter’s Basilica. As a fundraiser
with universal appeal, the building works were
being financed by selling indulgences. The scheme
proved hugely popular in that many people
believed that by digging deep in their pockets
whey could fast-track themselves into heaven.
The money came rolling in but the scheme resulted
in a split in the Catholic Church causing those who
were outraged at the idea of selling indulgences
to break away in protest. The resulting upsurge
of protestation led to calls to reform the Church
leading to two bottom-up movements sweeping
across Europe: the Reformation and the emergence
of Protestantism.

Shortly afterwards, in England, King Henry Vili
conflicted with Pope Clement VII, successor to Pope
Leo X. Henry, a Catholic, sought papal sanction to
divorce Catherine of Aragon, the first of his six wives,
and to marry Anne Boleyn. The Pope refused. Henry
went ahead regardless. The Pope excommunicated
him and, in retaliation, Henry broke off ties with the
Vatican. :

These events and the context of the two
popular movements already mentioned, led to
the emergence of the Church of England followed
closely by the Church of Ireland, an autonomous
province under the umbrella of the Anglican
Communion. The fledgling Protestant community
in Kilmore had no church so, St Patrick’s, the Catholic
- church at Grange, was appropriated for Protestant
worship and lands at Grange, Pullingtown,
Ballycross, Ballybough, Castletown and Common in
Mulrankin that formed part of the very large Tintern
Abbey estate managed by the Cistercians were
confiscated from the Catholic church by Henry VIlI
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and granted to English Protestant supporters.

Increasing sectarian bitterness between Catholics
loyal to the Pope in Rome and Protestants loyal to
the Crown in England led to the failed coup d’état
that was the 1641 Rebellion when Irish Catholic
land-owning gentry attempted to seize power
by force. The failed Rebellion was followed by ten
years of conflict during the Confederate Wars. The
outcome was that Irish clans were severely crushed
by Oliver Cromwell and Irish Catholic landowners
were punished by having their lands confiscated
and granted to English Protestants.

At the time, Patrick FitzNicholl, an Irish Catholic,
farmed at Ballyharty, Knocknoran and Ballyburn.
His lands were confiscated and were granted to
Richard Rowe, an English Protestant. The male line
of the Rowe family died after three generations.
However, Dorothy Rowe of Ballyharty married
William Radford of Brideswell and one of their sons,
Ebenezer, changed his name to Rowe on inheriting
the Rowe estate.

In 1833, John Rowe, Ebenezer Radford-Rowe’s
grandson, owned 2,029 acres in Kilmore parish. He
built a three storey, five-bay mansion at Ballycross
and was the driving force behind the construction
of the Bridgetown Canal and the reclamation and
intaking of the wetlands at Inish and Ballyteige






