Water Level at Ladl@os | sl

Jim Hurley

s

\/\’“ NG }5\ Q/ >/

<

~ Lady’s Island Lake, i
< Co. Wexford.

SWC Promotions - January 2020




SWC Promotions Water Level at Lady's Island Lake, 2019 Page 2 of 134



Summar y

Ladyds I sland Lake is a natur al heritage site i
southeast corner of Ireland. It is among the largest and most important lagoon habitats

in Ireland. It is also of international importance; it is a priority habitat type annexed in

the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and it supports second largest breeding colony

of Roseate Terns in Europe. The lake is drained regularly to prevent and/or to relieve

flooding. This drainage activity results in significant changes in water level. These

changes in water | evel have consequent i mpacts
resource values. The reporttitted Wat er Level at Lady® | sl and Lak
(Hurley, 1997) presented water level data collected during the 12-year period from

September 1984 to September 1996 together with an overview of the natural history of

the site and other relevant items regarding the state of the environment. The impacts of

water level changes on the natural heritage resource values were discussed from a

nature conservation and resource management point-of-view and in a contextual

framework regarding the South Wexford Coast heritage coastline. The report was a

contribution towards the advancement of the sustainable development of the area in

that it laid the foundation for the drafting of both water level and water quality

management plans. It also laid the foundation for an integrated coastal zone

management strategy for Lady's Island Lake, its catchment and the coastal cell that

supports the barrier-lagoon-catchment system.

The above-mentioned report (Hurley, 1997) was updated via a series of subsequent
annual reports (Hurley, 1998 - Hurley, 2019). This report (Hurley, 2020) provides an
update for the calendar year 2019. Each section of this report may contain up to four of
the following items, as appropriate.

References to Page numbers are given to reference entries in earlier reports.
earlier reports.

Corrigenda. Errors and/or inaccuracies in the earlier reports may be listed.

Addenda. Relevant information not included in, or that came to hand after
the publication of, the earlier reports may be given.

Updates. Significant developments that occurred during the previous
calendar year may be detailed in diary style.
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Update. Thé Great Irish FamineOnline6 a col | abor at
Geography Department in University College Cork and the
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
(https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8d
e2b863f4454cbf93387dach5ch8412) mapped the total number of

persons per 100 acres by parish in 1841 and again in 1851 showing
the impact of the famine on population. A breakdown of the numbers
of males and females are available online by clicking any parish.

[]Under10
[]10-15
[]16-20
[]21-30
[131-40
41 -50
W Over50
M Increase

Figure 1. Population change from 1841 to 1851 by parish.

(Source:https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8de2b863f4454cbf93

387dacb5cbh8412)

SWC Promotions Water Level at Lady's Island Lake, 2019

Page 17 of 134


https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8de2b863f4454cbf93387dacb5cb8412
https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8de2b863f4454cbf93387dacb5cb8412
https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8de2b863f4454cbf93387dacb5cb8412
https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=8de2b863f4454cbf93387dacb5cb8412

f
7 I
Uiy wn
£ 23

[ =

r

Figure 2. Small area deprivation indices and disadvantage status, 2016.

(Source: https://maps.pobal.ie/WebApps/Deprivationindices/index.html)

Legend for Figure 2. Blue = affluent. Green = marginally above average. Palest brown =
marginally below average. Mid-brown = disadvantaged. Darkest brown = very disadvantaged.
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Hurley, 2010 page 14. Hurley, 2011 page 14. Hurley, 2013 page 16. Hurley, 2014 pages 14-15. Hurley, 2015 page 14.
Hurley, 2016 page 14. Hurley, 2019 page 16.

5.3 Bedrock geology

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 pages 22-23. Hurley, 2000 pages 24-30. Hurley, 2001 page 17. Hurley,
2002 page 19. Hurley, 2003 pages 22-23. Hurley, 2004 page 22. Hurley, 2005 pages 22-25. Hurley, 2006 pages 26-27.
Hurley, 2007 pages 22-23. Hurley, 2008 page 19. Hurley, 2009 page 15. Hurley, 2010 page 14. Hurley, 2011, page 15.
Hurley, 2012, page 16. Hurley, 2013 pages 17-18.

Updates
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County audit.On 1 Ma r cThe Gedlobi€al Herdage of Wexfordd wa s
online (Meehan et al, 2019). The publication comprised an audit of sites in Co Wexford.
The project was supported by Geological Survey Ireland,
Wexford County Council and The Heritage Council. The report
was a contribution to the programme of work in County Wexford
Biodiversity Action Plan 2013-2018 and Wexford County
Development Plan 2013-2019. The online publication comprised
three parts: (1) the main report, a 54-page overview; (2) an 8-
page introduction to the individual site reports; and (3) 42
individual site reports, the following 17 of which referred to the
South Wexford Coast. These sites were numbered in
alphabetical order but are arranged here in sequential order of
occurrence from west to east. Their locations are shown below
oo ent (Figure 3). The report suggested that the Hook peninsula is an
area swtable for deS|gnat|on a geopark (Meehan et al, 2019, main report page 20).

U Hook Head (WX023) U Bannow Bay (WX004) U Kilmore Quay (WX025)
U Sandeel Bay (WX035) U Barrystown Mine (WXO005) U St Patrick's Bridge (WX040)
U Graigue Great (WX019) U Loftusacre (WX029) 0 Tacumshin Lake (WX041)
U Petit's Bay (WX032) U Cullenstown (WXO015) 0 Ladyos | s(WW40ag)
U Baginbun Head (WX001) U Ballyteige Bay (WX003) i Carnsore Point (WX012)
U Fethard (WX017) U Saltee Islands (WX034)
Note: Hook Head overview (WX024) is not a separate site to Hook Head (WX023). The
former Wood Village siteisrenamed 6 Fet mmBd 6 | yt ei ge 6 Bay?®d
Burrow.
/ Bartystown Mine ‘ » ~ P ‘ Rosslare
3 / prd ’ y Greenor
; ,‘)’ﬁBannow Bay ;\" N St. Hele|
; , ‘ l.Loﬂ - gL o »/' 7 /" st Helen'
Fethard-' Cullenstown L ;.(;ﬁ;.—:ﬂ '

Island Lake

Fethard Tacumshin Lake

§ooley Ba
aginbun Head

Harryloc 7@?5
Petit's Bay

pwn to raigue Great

ylock Bay Sandeel Bay

{ J

ﬁSaltee Islands

ilmore Quay
Kilmore Quay St Patrick's Bridge

Carnsore Point

f? Hook Head

Figure 3. Locations of 18 geological heritage sites.

(Source: Meehan et al, 2019 Part 2, page 4)

Geophysical survey. An airborne Tellus survey of Co Wexford during the second half
of 2019 was planned by the Geological Survey Ireland using a low-flying aircraft to
gather geophysical data (Wexford People, issue dated 21 May 2019, page 3). The
Canadian-based Sander Geophysics Ltd (http://sgl.com/) aircraft flies at an altitude as
low as 60m and its daily flightpath can be accessed online (https://www.gsi.ie/en-
ie/programmes-and-projects/tellus/where-we-are-operating/Pages/Current-airborne-
survey-area.aspx).

5.4 Minerals

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 23. Hurley, 2000 page 31. Hurley, 2001 page 18. Hurley, 2013, page
19. Hurley, 2016 page 15. Hurley, 2017 page 14.
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5.5 Fossils

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 23. Hurley, 2003 page 23. Hurley, 2007 page 24. Hurley, 2014 page
16. Hurley, 2015 page 15. Hurley, 2017 page 14. Hurley, 2019 page 17.

5.6 Near shore seabed

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 23 and Figure 18b on page 98. Hurley, 1999 pages 24-26. Hurley,
2000 page 32. Hurley, 2001 pages 18-22. Hurley, 2018 page 15.

5.7 Groundwater

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2010 page 16. Hurley, 2013 pages 20-21.

This section covers the groundwater resource in general (Section 5.7), springs and
drilled wells (Section 5.7.1), piped potable water (Section 5.7.2) and protection
regulations (Section 5.7.3). Groundwater is an important component of water supplies
and @roundwater bodiesbéare the management units of the River Basin District (RBD)
projects currently being processed under the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD).

5.7.1 Springs and drilled wells

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 24. Hurley, 2001 page 23. Hurley, 2006 page 28. Hurley, 2007
pages 25-26. Hurley, 2013 page 21. Hurley, 2015 page 15.

5.7.2 Piped potable water

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 pages 27-28. Hurley, 2003 page 24. Hurley, 2004 page 25. Hurley, 2006
page 29. Hurley, 2007 page 26. Hurley, 2008 page 21. Hurley, 2009 page 16. Hurley, 2010 page 15. Hurley, 2011 page
17.

5.7.3 Protection regulations

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 32-33. Hurley, 2001 page 23. Hurley, 2004 page 26. Hurley, 2008
page 21. Hurley, 2010 page 15. Hurley, 2011 page 17.

5.8 The glacial legacy

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 24. Hurley, 1999, page 29. Hurley, 2013 pages 22-23. Hurley, 2016
page 16. Hurley, 2017 page 15.

5.9 Climate and Weather

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2017 page 16.

This section gives climatological data (Section 5.9.1), has notes regarding on-going
climate change (Section 5.9.2) and details some historical records of extremes of
weather (Section 5.9.3). Coastal flooding is addressed elsewhere (Section 6.4.13).

5.9.1 Climatological data

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 25. Hurley, 2000 page 35 (Section 5.9.2). Hurley, 2001 page 23.
Hurley, 2002 pages 22-25. Hurley, 2003 pages 25-31. Hurley, 2004 pages 27-30. Hurley, 2005 pages 27-30. Hurley,
2006 pages 30-35. Hurley, 2007 pages 28-33. Hurley, 2008 pages 22-25. Hurley, 2009 pages 17-18. Hurley, 2010 page
16. Hurley, 2011 pages 18-19. Hurley, 2012 page 19. Hurley, 2013 pages 24-26. Hurley, 2014 page 18. Hurley, 2015
page 16. Hurley, 2016 page 17. Hurley, 2017 page 17. Hurley, 2018 page 16. Hurley, 2019 page 18.

5.9.2 Climate change

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 25 (last two paragraphs). Hurley, 1998 page 18. Hurley, 2000 pages
35-36. Hurley, 2001 page 24. Hurley, 2002 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2003 pages 32-33. Hurley, 2004 page 31. Hurley, 2005
page 31. Hurley, 2006 page 36. Hurley, 2007 page 34. Hurley, 2008 pages 26-27. Hurley 2009, pages 19-20. Hurley,
2010 pages 16-17. Hurley, 2011 page 19. Hurley, 2012 page 20. Hurley, 2013 page 26. Hurley, 2014 page 18. Hurley,
2015 page 17. Hurley, 2016 page 18. Hurley, 2018 page 17.

Updates
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Biodiversity Adaptation Plan. On 22 February 2019, public notice was given of the
release of Ireland's Biodiversity Sectoral Climate Change Adaptation Plan (NPWS,
2019e) for public consultation (The Irish Times, issue dated 22 February 2019, page 6)
(see Section 6.2.5). The following (Figure 4) sets out a selection of observed and
projected climate changes in Ireland.

Observed Projected

Mean annual temperature increase of 0.8°C Mean annual temperature increase of 1-1.6°C by
between 1900 and 2011 2050

The number of warm days increased. Increased frequency of heatwaves. Decrease of
The number of frost days decreased. 50% of frost days by 2050

Increase in mean annual rainfall Up to 20% decrease in summer rainfall by 2050

and 35% increase in extended dry periods

Increased mean annual flow Increasing seasonality in hydrological regimes, with
increases in winter/spring and decreases in summer.

Fewer more intense storms

0.8°C increase in sea surface temperature since Ongoing increases in mean temperature

1982

Increased seawater acidity Ongoing increases in acidity

Sea level rise of 3.4 mm per year Sea level rise of 25-44 cm by 2080

Increase in significant wave heights of 20 cm per Surge events are likely to increase by c9mm per
decade since 1950 year

Figure 4. A selection of observed and projected climate changes in Ireland.
(Source. NPWS, 2019e page 20, Box 5 after Desmond et al., 2017)

Action Plan. On 28 March 2019, the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Climate Action
(JOCCA) published a 144-page plan for action on climate change (JOCCA, 2019). The
plan suggested to Government 41 recommendations that needed to be taken to
achieve serious climate action.

Budget. On 3 December 2019, it was reportedthat We x f or d County Council 6s
Aito combat <cl i mate ¢ hawagse (a50d, OFAd Oo ofdéewn gt hien c2d0W2n0t(
Ross Standard, issue dated 3 December 2019, page 96).

5.9.3 Extremes of weather

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2014 page 19.

5.10 Coastal hydrography

5.10.1 Characteristics of the inshore waters

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 27. Hurley, 2000 page 36. Hurley, 2001 pages 24-25. Hurley, 2004
page 32. Hurley, 2005 page 32. Hurley 2009, page 20. Hurley, 2010 page 17. Hurley, 2011 page 20. Hurley, 2012
pages 20-22. Hurley, 2014 page 19. Hurley, 2016 page 19. Hurley, 2017 page 18. Hurley, 2018 page 17. Hurley, 2019
page 19.

Update. Forty-five year old Dom Sinnott, skipper of the Kilmore Quay fishing vessel
Ellie Adhamh, left Rosslare Harbour around 1.30am on Friday 24 May 2019. It is
believed he entered the water off the Wexford coast between then and 5.30am when
crew members issued a mayday call. At that time the vessel was some 20km off the
Saltee Islands. Four days later, on Tuesday evening 28 May, a floating body was
recovered from the sea 64km from Rosslare Harbour (Wexford People, issue dated 4
June 2019).
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5.10.2 Marine climatology

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 pages 25-26. Hurley, 2004 page 32. Hurley, 2016 page 19. Hurley, 2017
page 18.

5.11 The barrier
5.11.1 Overview

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 27-28. Hurley, 1998 page 18. Hurley, 2000 page 37. Hurley, 2013
page 27.

5.11.2 Structure of the barrier

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 28-29. Hurley, 1999 page 30. Hurley, 2000. Hurley, 2013 page 27.

5.11.3 Origin of the barrier

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 pages 29.

5.11.4 Transgressive nature of the barrier

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 29-30. Hurley, 1999 page 30. Hurley, 2007 page 36. Hurley, 2013
pages 28-29.

5.11.5 Impacts of the barrier

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 30. Hurley, 1998 page 18.

5.11.6 Coastal erosion and protection
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 26. Hurley, 2002 page 29. Hurley, 2005 page 38. Hurley, 2007 page

37. Hurley 2008, pages 29-32. Hurley, 2009 pages 21-23. Hurley, 2010 page 18. Hurley, 2012 page 23. Hurley, 2013

page 30. Hurley, 2014 page 20. Hurley, 2015 pages 18-19. Hurley, 2017 page 19. Hurley, 2018 page 18.

Update. In a discussion by Wexford County Council regarding an ongoing study of the

vulnerability of the coastline to coastal erosion, Councillor Ger Carthy was reported as
statingthat6 acr es wertebé¢iamg 61 ost by private hdandowners
area (Wexford People, issue dated 28 May 2019, page 14).

5.12 Geomorphology

This section describes the lagoon (Section 5.12.1), gives its probable origin (Section
5.12.2) and placename (Section 5.12.3), and lists its islands (Section 5.12.4) and
associated wetlands (Section 5.12.5).

5.12.1 Description of the lagoon

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 30-31 (Section 5.12). Hurley, 1999 page 31 (Section 5.12) and
pages 34-35 (Section 5.12.6). Hurley, 2000 page 41 (Section 5.12) and page 42 (Section 5.12.6). Hurley, 2001 pages
26-27. Hurley, 2203 page 35. Hurley, 2204 pages 34-35. Hurley, 2008 pages 32-34. Hurley, 2013 page 31.

5.12.2 Origin of the lagoon

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 31. Hurley, 1999 pages 32-33.

5.12.3 Origin of the placename

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 31-32. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 page 34. Hurley, 2000
pages 41-42. Hurley, 2001 page 27. Hurley, 2005 page 34-35. Hurley, 2008 page 34.

5.12.4 Islands in the lagoon

References to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 pages 32-33 and page 34.

5.12.5 Associated wetlands

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 33.
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5.13 Salinity

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 36-37. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 pages 36-37. Hurley,
2000 pages 42-43. Hurley, 2001 page 30. Hurley, 2005 pages 35-36. Hurley, 2013 pages 32.

5.14 Soils

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 38. Hurley, 1999 page 38. Hurley, 2000 page 43. Hurley, 2001
pages 27-28. Hurley, 2002 page 30. Hurley, 2003 page 36. Hurley 2007, page 39. Hurley, 2011 page 22. Hurley, 2015
page 20.

5.15 Kingdom Algae

5.15.1 Introduction to the group
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 page 118 (Section 11.16). Hurley, 2000 page 126. Hurley, 2003 page 36.
Hurley, 2005 page 37. Hurley, 2011 page 22. Hurley, 2017 page 20.

Update. In 2017, Wexford County Council, Fingal County Council and Dublin City
Council initiated a research project titled 'An Urgent Enquiry' (www.anurgentenquiry.ie)
with funding from the Arts Council under the Invitation to Collaboration scheme. Each
local authority hosted a think tank at which artists, scientists and biodiversity experts
presented approaches to art, biodiversity and climate change (Wexford People and
New Ross Standard, issue dated 11 June 2019, page 33). Artist Mark Clare was
awarded a three-month residency in Carrick to explore the biodiversity of the South
Wexford Coast (https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/arts-and-culture/current-programmes-
plans-and-events/urgent-enguiry-residency-2019). As part of that project, a free, 20-
place workshop t i t Littke @hings Matterobwas held in the Stella Maris Centre, Kilmore
Quay, from 10am to 12noon on Saturday 29 June 2019. The workshop was led by
Mark Clare and Lorraine Archer, a phycologist and Research Laboratory Coordinator at
the Plant Metabolism Laboratory, University of Cambridge. An introductory
presentation explored the contribution phytoplankton makes to life on Earth followed by
the collection of marine phytoplankton and micro-algae by participants on The Little
Strand followed by their microscopic examination. The workshop was attended by 15-
20 people.

5.15.2 Algal blooms in the lagoon

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 38. Hurley, 1999 pages 118-119. Hurley, 2003 page 37.

5.15.3 Algal blooms in the sea

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 38. Hurley, 1999 page 40. Hurley, 2000 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2001
page 28. Hurley, 2002 page 31. Hurley, 2003 page 37. Hurley, 2005 page 38. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2007 page
40.

5.15.4 Seaweeds

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 39. Hurley, 2000 pages 45-46. Hurley, 2002 page 32. Hurley, 2003
page 37. Hurley, 2004 pages 37-38. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2007 page 41. Hurley, 2009 page 24. Hurley, 2015
page 21. Hurley, 2017 pages 21-22. Hurley, 2019 page 20.

5.16 Kingdom Fungi

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 pages 40-41. Hurley, 2002 page 32. Hurley, 2003 page 37. Hurley, 2005
page 39. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2011 page 23.

5.17 Lichens

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 39. Hurley, 1999 page 40. Hurley 2000 page 46. Hurley, 2003 page
38. Hurley, 2005 page 40. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2009 page 25. Hurley, 2011 page 23.

5.18 Mosses and Liverworts Phylum Bryophyta

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 46. Hurley, 2001 page 29. Hurley, 2002 page 33. Hurley, 2003 page
38. Hurley, 2005 page 40. Hurley, 2006 page 42. Hurley, 2007 page 42. Hurley, 2008 page 36. Hurley, 2011 page 23.
Hurley, 2016 page 21. Hurley, 2019 page 20.
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5.19 Ferns and their allies Phylum Pteridophyta

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2003 page 38. Hurley, 2006 page 42.

5.20 Seed plants Phylum Spermatophyta

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2003 pages 38-39. Hurley 2005, page 41. Hurley, 2006 page 43. Hurley, 2014
page 22. Hurley, 2015 page 21. Hurley, 2016 page 22. Hurley, 2017 page 23.

Sections follow regarding surveys, censusing, etc., (Section 5.20.1) and vegetation
types in the Lady's Island Lake area (Section 5.20.2). These comprise aquatic, dune,
stony lake shore, muddy shore, marsh, stream, and farmland vegetation types. Impacts
of water level on vegetation (Section 5.20.3), rare plants (Section 5.20.4) and drift
seeds (Section 5.20.5) are also addressed.

5.20.1 Surveys, censusing, etc.

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 39-40. Hurley, 2000 pages 46-49. Hurley, 2003 pages 39-40.
Hurley, 2005 page 41. Hurley, 2006 page 43. Hurley, 2007 pages 43-44. Hurley, 2009 page 25. Hurley, 2010 page 20.
Hurley, 2011 page 24. Hurley, 2012 page 25. Hurley, 2017 page 23. Hurley, 2018 pages 20-21. Hurley, 2019 page 21.

Update. On Sunday 13 January 2019, Paul Green posted on his blog the map below
left showing the average number of species per monad in each hectad within Co
Wexford to the end of 2018 (http://wildflowersofwexford.blogspot.com/).
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Figure 5. Average number of plant species per monad, December 2018.

(Source: http://wildflowersofwexford.blogspot.com/)

He also advised that there are 2,558 monads in the county. By the end of 2018 all but
one monad had species recorded. There are 404,870 individual monad species
records across the county in his database. S 82 51 is the only monad with no records.
The average number of species per monad across the county is 158. 153 monads
have under 100 species recorded. There is one monad that has only Zostera marina
(Eelgrass); another monad has only a sandy beach as land, the one species being
found is Atriplex laciniata (Frosted Orache).

The image above right, courtesy of Robert Northridge, shows the number of species
recorded per hectad in 2019 and evidences that south-east Ireland is a front-runner
nationally in terms of recording (Source: BSBI Ireland email update - December 2019).

5.20.2 Vegetation types

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2004 page 39. Hurley, 2007 page 44.

Vegetation inthe study areaat L ady 6s nrhay bealasdifiedirtdkseven broad
types (5.20.2.1 to 5.20.2.7).
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5.20.2.1 Aquatic vegetation
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 40-41. Hurley, 1999 page 41. Hurley, 2000 page 49. Hurley, 2001
page 30.

5.20.2.2 Dune vegetation
Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 pages 41-42.

5.20.2.3 Stony lake shore vegetation
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 42. Hurley, 1999 page 42.

5.20.2.4 Muddy shore vegetation

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 42.

5.20.2.5 Marsh vegetation

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 pages 42-43.

5.20.2.6 Stream vegetation

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 43.

5.20.2.7 Farmland vegetation

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 43.

5.20.3 Impacts of water level on vegetation
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 43-44. Hurley, 1999 page 42.

5.20.4 Rare plants

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 44-49. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 page 43. Hurley, 2000
pages 50-52. Hurley, 2001 page 31. Hurley, 2002, page 35. Hurley, 2003 page 41. Hurley, 2004 page 41. Hurley, 2005
page 43. Hurley, 2006 page 45. Hurley, 2007 page 46. Hurley, 2008 page 38. Hurley, 2009 pages 26-27). Hurley, 2010
page 21. Hurley, 2012 page 26. Hurley, 2014 pages 23-24. Hurley, 2015 page 23.

5.20.5 Drift seeds

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 49. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 pages 43-44. Hurley 2000
pages 53-54. Hurley, 2001 page 31.

5.21 Invertebrates in the lagoon

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 50 (1st paragraph). Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 page 44.
Hurley, 2001 page 31. Hurley, 2005 page 44. Hurley, 2011 pages 25-26. Hurley, 2013 page 35. Hurley, 2014 page 25.
This is a hold-all section for items of a general nature and/or items not covered by any
of the sections below dedicated to taxonomic groups.

5.22 Invertebrates in the sea
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 50 (2nd paragraph). Hurley, 2000 page 62. Hurley, 2001 page 31.

Hurley, 2003 pages 42-43. Hurley, 2005 page 44. Hurley, 2006 page 46. Hurley, 2015 page 24. Hurley, 2018 page 22.
This is a hold-all section for items of a general nature and/or items not covered by any
of the sections below dedicated to taxonomic groups.

Update. Apressreportby Kevi n quotiSBguKiarin Dubsky on the initial findings

of the 2019 Coastwatch Ireland survey carried out between 15 September 2019 and 15

October 2019 (http://coastwatch.org/europe/survey/) stated: fi € a new honeycomb
Sabellaria reef found by Mike Berry on the Wexford coast opposite the Keeragh islands

Ahas | ust Bnel proudlywestendsfthe kndwn honeycomb reef range in Ireland
further east t ha (TheriskeTumes isssd datedKlt@ctobern2019,

page 6). Sabellaria is a small, tube-building polychaete worm found in the lower

intertidal fringe.

5.23 Jellyfishes Phylum Cnidaria

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 62-64. Hurley, 2002 page 36. Hurley, 2003 page 44. Hurley, 2004
pages 43-44. Hurley, 2005 pages 46-49. Hurley, 2006 page 47. Hurley, 2007 pages 48-49. Hurley, 2008 page 40.
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Hurley, 2010 page 22. Hurley, 2012 page 27. Hurley, 2014 page 25. Hurley, 2015 page 24. Hurley, 2016 page 23.
Hurley, 2017 page 25. Hurley, 2018 page 23. Hurley, 2019 page 22.

Updates
Opportunistic records

U Laura Daly found a good-sized common Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita (pictured below)
stranded on the western shon
May 2019. Her father, David, subsequently (7 June)
reported that he saw several in the lagoon.

U On 14 October 2019, Mark Lonergan, Bastardstown,
reported counting nine Portuguese Ma n  Wabjellyfish
earlier that day on the strand between Bastardstown and
Ballyhealy. His mother, Teresa, advised that Simon Bates
told her he counted eleven floats on the same stretch of
beach the previous day. That evening, RTE Six television
One News reported strandings from Galway to Wexford
with very large numbers in counties Cork and Kerry. ]

U Norbert Lakatos, a member of Menapia Sea Angling Club, recorded 10 Portuguese Ma n ood
War jellyfish on 100 yards of tideline while angling at Ballyteige Burrow (Wexford People,
issue dated 29 October 2019, page 4).

5.24 Molluscs Phylum Mollusca

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 64-67. Hurley, 2001 page. Hurley, 2002 pages 36-37. Hurley, 2003
page 44. Hurley, 2004 pages 45-47. Hurley, 2005 page 49. Hurley, 2006 pages 47-48. Hurley, 2007 page 49. Hurley,
2008 page 40. Hurley, 2009 page 28. Hurley, 2010 page 22. Hurley, 2011 page 27. Hurley, 2012 page 28. Hurley, 2013
page 35. Hurley, 2014 page 26. Hurley, 2017 page 25.

5.25 Arthropods Phylum Arthropoda

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 page 44. Hurley, 2003 page 45.

The Irish fauna his phylum is representative of the following five major subphyla
(DAHGI, 1999 pages 113-114): Water bears Tardigrada (41 species), Chelicerata
(Section 5.26), Crustaceans Crustacea (see Sections 5.27-5.30), Myriapoda (38
species of Diplopods + 21 species of Chilopods) (Section 5.25.1) and Uniramia
(Sections 5.31-5.34).

5.25.1 Millipedes and centipedes Subphylum myriapods

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2012 pages 29-30. Hurley, 2013 page 36.

5.26 Spiders and their allies Class Arachnida

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 67. Hurley, 2001 page 33. Hurley, 2002 page 38. Hurley, 2003 page
45. Hurley, 2005 page 50. Hurley, 2009 pages 29-31. Hurley, 2010 page 23.

Update. A study published in the PLOS One scientific journal by a team of Irish
scientists, including researchers from University College Dublin and University College
Cork, shows that ticks in Ireland are infected by a diversity of disease-carrying Borrelia
bacteria and that Borrelia-infected ticks exist in the southeast, an area hitherto not
considered to be significantly tick-infested and hence not considered an area of risk to
humans from Lyme disease (The Irish Times, issue dated 22 April 2019, page 5)
(PLOS = Public Library of Science; PLOS One is based in San Francisco, California,
and Cambridge, United Kingdom).

5.27 Crustaceans Class Crustacea

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1998 page 20. Hurley, 2001 page 33. Hurley, 2002 page 38. Hurley 2003, page
46. Hurley, 2005 page 51. Hurley, 2008 pages 41-42. Hurley, 2009 page 31. Hurley, 2012 page 31. Hurley, 2013 page
36. Hurley, 2014 page 26.

5.28 Barnacles Subclass Cirripedia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 62. Hurley, 2002 page 38. Hurley, 2003 page 46. Hurley, 2004, page
48. Hurley, 2007 page 51. Hurley, 2013 page 37. Hurley, 2015 page 24. Hurley, 2016 page 24. Hurley, 2017 page 26.
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5.29 Isopods Order Isopoda

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page. Hurley, 2019 page 21.

5.30 Decapods Order Decapods

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2003 page 47.

The order is divided into swimming decapods Nathanial (shrimps and prawns, Section
5.30.1) and walking decapods Reptantia (lobsters, Section 5.30.2, and crabs, Section
5.30.3).

5.30.1 Shrimps and prawns Natantia

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2003 page 47.

5.30.2 Lobsters Reptantia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 page 58. Hurley, 2000 page 61. Hurley, 2002 page 39. Hurley, 2003
pages 47-48. Hurley, 2004 page 49. Hurley, 2006 page. Hurley, 2008 page 43. Hurley, 2009 page 31. Hurley, 2011
page 28. Hurley, 2017 page 26.

5.30.3 Crabs Reptantia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 62. Hurley, 2005 page 52. Hurley, 2009 page 31. Hurley, 2010 page
23. Hurley, 2018 page 24. Hurley, 2019 page 21. Hurley, 2019 page 24.

5.31 Insects Class Insecta
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2003 page 49. Hurley, 2011 pages 28-29. Hurley, 2012 page 32. Hurley, 2013

page 38. Hurley, 2014 page 27. Hurley, 2015 page 25. Hurley, 2016 page 25. Hurley, 2017 page 27. Hurley, 2018 page

25. Hurley, 2019 page 24.

This section contains notes regarding assorted Orders of insects in random order.

\ Separate sections are devoted to three other orders: dragonflies
: and damselflies (Section 5.32), beetles (Section 5.33) and

butterflies and moths (Section 5.34).

Updates

Bugs.

U  On 13 October 2019, Jim Hurley noted a Western Conifer Seed
Bug Leptoglossus occidentalis crawling on the kitchen floor of his home
at S 977 055, Grange, Kilmore. The leaf-footed bug was active though
it was missing its right hind leg.

Caddisflies. New lIrish records were presented together with updated distribution maps

for several species (pages 106-132) and lists of species by county (pages 139-154)

bringing the I rish caddisfly fauna to 152 speci
new records for the South Wexford Coast were given but it was noted that larvae of the

brackish water caddisfly Ylodes reuteriwer e recorded in Scallands Po
Pool (0O6Connor and Bryant, 2018 page 4 quoting
Ylodes reuteri was also featured on page 77 and mentioned on page 153 of the Bulletin

of the Irish Biogeographical Society, Number 42. Distribution maps of some other

caddisfly species were presented on pages 28-31 of that Bulletin.

5.31.1 Mayflies Order Ephemeroptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2003 page 49. Hurley, 2013 page 38.

5.31.2 Grasshoppers and Crickets Order Orthoptera

References to earlier report. Hurley, 2004 page 49. Hurley, 2006 page. Hurley, 2008 page 44. Hurley, 2016 page 25.

5.31.3 Booklice Order Psocoptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2003 page 49.
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5.31.4 True Flies Order Diptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2003 pages 49-50. Hurley, 2006 page 51. Hurley, 2007
page 53. Hurley, 2008 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2009 page 32. Hurley, 2013 page 39. Hurley, 2015 page 26. Hurley, 2016
page 26. Hurley, 2018 page 25. Hurley, 2019 page 25.

5.31.5 Bees, Ants and Wasps Order Hymenoptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2002 page 40. Hurley, 2003 page-50. Hurley, 2004 page
50. Hurley, 2005 pages 53-54. Hurley, 2006 page 51. Hurley, 2007 pages 53-54. Hurley, 2008 pages 45-46. Hurley,
2009 page 32. Hurley, 2010 page 24. Hurley, 2011 page 30. Hurley, 2012 page 33. Hurley, 2013 page 39. Hurley, 2015
page 26. Hurley, 2016 page 26-27. Hurley, 2018 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2019 page 25.

Updates

Gold-fringed Mason Bee. In 2017, Wexford County Council, Fingal County Council
and Dublin City Council initiated a research project titled 'An Urgent Enquiry"'

\ (www.anurgentenquiry.ie) with funding from
the Arts Council under the Invitation to
Collaboration scheme. Each local authority
hosted a think tank at which artists,
scientists and biodiversity experts
presented approaches to art, biodiversity
and climate change (Wexford People and
New Ross Standard, issue dated 11 June
2019, page 33). Artist Mark Clare was
awarded a three-month residency in Carrick
to explore the biodiversity of the South

MISSING g seiocos
il (https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/arts-and-

| Osmia aurulenta (Gold-Fringed Mason Bee)

B i e e e 7 culture/current-programmes-plans-and-

+ Females have ginger hairs on the mnm and ginger/red hair bands on the abdomen,

R LTI e et TSl ko e &8 cvents/urgent-enquiry-residency-2019). As
R s BRI nart of that project, he erected signs along
P e | the dunes encouraging people not to collect
ot = ~| empty snail shells or otherwise disturb the
' !l Gold-fringed Mason Bee (image of sign at
Ballyhealy attached). He planned to run
% i V7 community workshops to make and
dlstrlbute on dunes one m|II|on ceramic snall shells, but that element of the project was

not pursued.

Dark Northern EuropeBee. Sal tee | sland Little was
an initiative by Baldwinstown-based beekeeper John Morgan to conserve pure strains
of the Dark Northern Europe Bee Apis mellifera mellifera, a threatened native Irish
subspecies. The island was used as an isolated mating station free of bees imported
from abroad for modern honey production (Wexford People and New Ross Standard,
issue dated 6 August 2019, pages 14-15).

5.31.6 Springtails Order Collembola

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2006 page 52.

5.32 Dragonflies and damselflies Order Odonata

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 pages 44-46 and Figure 13 on page 72. Hurley, 2000 pages 54-56.
Hurley, 2001 pages 35-50. Hurley, 2002 pages 40-55. Hurley, 2003 pages 50-53. Hurley, 2004 pages 51-64. Hurley,
2005 pages 54-57. Hurley, 2006 pages 53-55. Hurley, 2007 pages 55-58. Hurley, 2008 page 46. Hurley, 2013 page 40.
Hurley, 2014 page 28. Hurley, 2016 page 27.
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Update. On 8 May 2019, the National Biodiversity Data Centre and the Centre for
Environment al Data and Recording for Northern I
Ireland 2019-2 0 2 4 6 -lreland ditizeh science survey of dragonflies and damselflies

funded by the Environmental Protection Agency. Volunteers were encouraged to take

part.

5.33 Beetles Order Coleoptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 50 (4th paragraph). Hurley, 1999 pages 46-52. Hurley, 2001 page
51. Hurley, 2002 page 56. Hurley, 2003 page 54. Hurley, 2008 page 46. Hurley, 2009 page 33. Hurley 2010 pages 25-
26. Hurley, 2011 page 31. Hurley, 2015 page 27. Hurley, 2016 page 28. Hurley, 2019 page 25.

Update
Opportunistic record

0 29 September 2019, Inish and Ballyteige Slob, 22-spot Ladybird (Psyllobora
vigintiduopunctata) in hedgerow at S970 057 near the Cross of Ballyburn, Jim Hurley.

5.34 Butterflies and Moths Order Lepidoptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 pages 51-53. Hurley, 2002 pages 56-59. Hurley, 2003 page 54. Hurley,
2004 page 65. Hurley, 2005 page 58. Hurley, 2006 page 56. Hurley, 2007 pages 59-61. Hurley, 2008 pages 46-48.
Hurley, 2009 page 33. Hurley, 2010 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2011 page 31. Hurley, 2012 page 34. Hurley, 2013 pages 40-
42. Hurley, 2014 page 29. Hurley, 2015 page 27. Hurley, 2017 page 28.

Update
Opportunistic record

U At 12:25pm on 9 January 2019 at T 087 056 Bunargate, Tacumshin, Jim Hurley saw a
relatively fresh-looking Painted Lady flying about and bathing in the sunshine.

U At 11:55am on 15 October 2019 at T 086 057 Bunargate, Tacumshin, Jim Hurley saw a
relatively fresh-looking late-flying Painted Lady together with a Red Admiral.

5.35 Fish Class Pisces

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2005 page 59. Hurley, 2011 page 32. Hurley, 2012 page 34. Hurley, 2013 page
42. Hurley, 2014 page 29.

5.35.1 Surveys

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 51-52. Hurley, 2000 page 68. Hurley, 2003 page 55. Hurley, 2004
page 66. Hurley, 2005 page 59. Hurley, 2006 page 57. Hurley, 2007 pages 61-68. Hurley, 2009 page 33. Hurley, 2010
page 28. Hurley, 2011 page 32. Hurley, 2014 pages 29-30. Hurley, 2017 page 28. Hurley, 2018 page 28. Hurley, 2019
page 26.

5.35.2 Angling

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 50. Hurley, 1999 page 59. Hurley, 2000 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2001
page 54. Hurley, 2002 page 60. Hurley, 2003 pages 55-56. Hurley, 2004 pages 66-68. Hurley, 2005 page 60. Hurley,
2006 page 57. Hurley 2007, page 68. Hurley 2008, page 49. Hurley, 2009 page 34. Hurley, 2010 page 28. Hurley, 2011
page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 34. Hurley, 2013 page 43. Hurley, 2014 page 30. Hurley, 2016 page 28. Hurley, 2017
pages 29-30. Hurley, 2018 page 28. Hurley, 2019 page 27.

Updates
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Black Bream. A new Irish record Black Bream was caught off Kilmore Quay by Welsh
angler Gordon Thornes. The specimen 3
weight for the species is 0.79kg and
the new record was 1.4kg. On the
occasion of the publication of the Irish
Specimen Fish Committee (ISFC)
report for 2018 in February 2019, the
record was promoted in the press as a
2018 one (Wexford People, issue
dated 12 February 2019, page 39 and
New Ross Standard, issue dated 12
February 2019, page 19). However, the
ISFC report gave the date of the catch
as 17 September 2008 (not 2018)
(page 20 with a photo, attached, on
page 4). The bait used was Ragworm and Squid.

Angling festival. Sponsored by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFl), Garmin and Daiwa, and
supported by Saltwater Boat Angling Magazine and Wexford County Council, the 34th
Rosslare Small Boats Festival took place 6-14 September in Kilmore Quay in ideal

weather conditions with 35 boats and 105 anglers from across England, Wales,

Scotland, Ireland and the Isle of Wight. In all, 42 species were landed across the fleet,
including some rarely seen such as Black Bream, Red Mullet, Spotted Ray and

gurnards. The festival is regarded the most prestigious sea angling boat competition in
Europe and generates in the region eaku300, 000
tourist season. Wel andsebamewrecardSfa thevaventonithd34 w o n
species landed. Many of the fish caught were photographed on IFI measuring mats and
released. IFI officiated at the photographic identification of fish species, and also

provided a marine fish tank for the purpose of displaying fish species that were caught

and later released during the competition. Staff from IFl were also on hand to share
information with festival participants and the public about the fish species on offer from
Kilmore Quay (Afloat magazine at https://afloat.ie/watersport/angling Wexford People,

issue dated 1 October 2019, page 35 and New Ross Standard, issue dated 1 October
2019, page 27).

5.35.3 Basking Shark

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 1998 page 20. Hurley, 1999 page 59. Hurley, 2000 page
70. Hurley, 2001 page 54. Hurley, 2002 pages 60-61. Hurley, 2003 page 57. Hurley, 2009 page 34. Hurley, 2012 page
35. Hurley, 2017 page 30.

5.35.4 Unusual species

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 2000 page 69. Hurley, 2001 pages 54-55. Hurley, 2002
page 61. Hurley, 2004 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2006 page 58. Hurley, 2008 page 50. Hurley, 2009 page 34. Hurley, 2011
page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 35. Hurley, 2017 page 30.

5.35.5 Commercial fishing

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 70. Hurley, 2001 pages 55-56. Hurley, 2002 pages 61-62. Hurley,
2003 page 57. Hurley, 2004 page 69. Hurley, 2005 page 61. Hurley, 2006 page 59. Hurley, 2007 page 70. Hurley, 2008
page 50. Hurley, 2009 page 35. Hurley, 2010 page 29. Hurley, 2011 page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 35. Hurley, 2014 page
31. Hurley, 2015 page 28. Hurley, 2018 page 29. Hurley, 2019 page 28.

SWC Promotions Water Level at Lady's Island Lake, 2019 Page 30 of 134


https://afloat.ie/watersport/angling

Addendum.A OFi sheries Natura Risk Mitigation Pl ané
developed by the Marine Institute in consultation with industry interests during 2015

and 2016 for dredge fishing for scallop and bottom trawling and beam trawling for

demersal fish in the SACs at Hook Head and the Saltee Islands; available online at
http://www.fishingnet.ie/media/fishingnet/content/fisheriesinnaturaareas/siteassessmen
ts/hookheadsaltee/NaturaFisheriesRiskMitigationPlanScallopWexford181217.pdf. On

27 September 2017, the Minister for the Department of Agriculture, Food and the

Marine signed OFisheries Natura Declarationd (I
Saltee Islands SACs). The FND is available online at
http://www.fishingnet.ie/media/fishingnet/content/fisheriesinnaturaareas/siteassessmen
ts/hookheadsaltee/FNDN03181217.pdf. The procedures and methodologies followed

are set out at http://www.fishingnet.ie/sea-

fisheriesinnaturaareas/proceduresandmethodology/.

Update. On 23 December 2019, two new fishing conservation measures were
announced to take effect from 1 January 2020:

U trawlers over 18m in length were banned from fishing insidel r el anddés si x mil e
other than for a sprat fishery which is being phased out during 2020 and 2021, and

U minimum mesh sizes of fishing nets used to fish for mixed whitefish were increased
by 25% for EU trawler fleets fishing in the Celtic Sea (Government press release at
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/press/pressreleases/2019/decemberititle, 137407,en.
html).

5.36 Amphibians Class Amphibia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 70-71. Hurley, 2003 page 58. Hurley, 2004 page 70. Hurley, 2006
page 59. Hurley, 2007 page 70. Hurley, 2009 page 36. Hurley, 2010 page 29. Hurley, 2012 pages 35-36. Hurley, 2013
pages 43-46. Hurley, 2014 page 32. Hurley, 2015 page 28. Hurley, 2017 page 30.

5.37 Reptiles Class Reptilia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 71-75. Hurley, 2001 page 57. Hurley 2002, pages 62-63. Hurley,
2003 page 58. Hurley, 2004 page 71. Hurley, 2005 page 62. Hurley, 2006 page 59. Hurley, 2007 page 71. Hurley, 2008
page 50. Hurley, 2009 page 36. Hurley, 2010 page 29. Hurley, 2011 page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 36. Hurley, 2013 page
46. Hurley, 2014 page 33. Hurley, 2015 pages 28-29. Hurley, 2016 page 29. Hurley, 2017 page 31.

Update
Opportunistic record

U 9 March 2019, T 057 068, Sigginstown, Tacumshin, freshly-dead Common Lizard, adult
specimen seen on road by Jim Hurley and others.

5.38 Birds Class Aves

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2003 page 59. Hurley, 2005 page 63. Hurley, 2010 page 30. Hurley, 2015 page
30. Hurley, 2019 page 29.

5.39 Wetland birds

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2011 page 34. Hurley, 2013 page 47.

5.39.1 Definition

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 2005 page 63.

5.39.2 Movements

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 54. Hurley, 2000 page 75. Hurley, 2005 pages 63-64.

5.39.3 Protection

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 54. Hurley, 2000 pages 57-58.
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5.39.4 Feeding

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 54-56. Hurley, 2006 page 60. Hurley, 2012 page 36. Hurley, 2013
page 47.

5.39.5 Breeding

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 56-58. Hurley, 2000 page 78. Hurley, 2002 page67. Hurley, 2005
page 65.

5.39.6 Disturbance

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 58. Hurley, 2017 page 33.

5.39.7 Conservation

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 58. Hurley, 2004 pages 76-77. Hurley, 2007 page 73. Hurley, 2008
pages 52-56. Hurley, 2018 page 30. Hurley, 2019 page 30.

5.39.8 I-WeBS results

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2006 pages 61-62. Hurley, 2008 page 57. Hurley, 2009 page 37. Hurley, 2011
page 35. Hurley, 2013 page 48. Hurley, 2018 page 31.
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Update. During the summer of 2019, Irish Wildlife Manual No 106 was published
summarising the status and distribution of 72 species of wintering waterbirds that
regularly occurred in Ireland during the seven-year winter period 2009/10-2015/16 as
revealed by the results of the Irish Wetland Bird Survey (I-WeBS) (Lewis et al, 2019).

(Waterbirds that were

Species Page | BB | Cull TL LIL recorded during five of the

Mute Swan 14 X X seven seasons were

Shelduck 41 X X assessed as oOregul ar

Wigeon 43 X X occurringdé.) The mai

Gadwall 46 X X body of the 238-page

Teal 48 X X report comprised

Pintail 53 X accounts, with tables and

Shoveler 55 X maps, of all the regularly-

Little Grebe 85 X occurring wintering

Little Egret 96 X X waterbirds. The data

Coot 104 X showed a 15% decline in

Oystercatcher 106 X the overall estimate of the

Golder Plover 112 X X X number of waterbirds

f;gzvizlgver E? § § x wintering in Ireland over

Knot 120 X the period extending from

Duniin 130 X X X 2006/07- 2010/11 to

Black-tailed Godwit 139 X X X X 2011/12-2015/16. The

Bar-tailed Godwit 143 X X South Wexforq Coast

Curlew 148 X supported nationally-

Greenshank 155 X important numbers of

Redshank 158 X twenty-one species (Table

Totals | 10 9 14 5 1).

Table 1. Sites supporting waterbirds of all-Ireland importance.
Notes on the table. The four sites on the South Wexford Coast are BB = Bannow Bay;
Cul=TheCull&Ki I |l ag (Ballyteige); TL = Tacumshin Lak
Lake. Page numbers refer to sources of additional information.
AEutrophication of freshwat er-lelelpesseesand s consi de
medium-level threat to four waterbird species namely, Goldeneye, Pochard, Scaup and
Tufted Duck; and a medium-l e v e | pressure and t hriddt to Coot
page 200).
Sites on the South Wexford Coast were referenced the following numbers of times:
Bannow Bay 18; The Cull & Killag (Ballytei ge) 19; Tacumshin Lake 32 a

Island Lake 19.

5.40 Seabirds

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2003 pages 64-65. Hurley, 2004 page 78. Hurley, 2005 pages 66-70. Hurley,
2006 pages 63-64. Hurley, 2009 pages 37-38. Hurley, 2011 pages 36-37. Hurley, 2013 page 48. Hurley, 2015 page 31.
Hurley, 2016 page 31. Hurley, 2017 page 34. Hurley, 2018 page 31. Hurley, 2019 page 30.
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Atlantic Puffins. A research article reported on the results of a two-year study of
foraging Atlantic Puffins off Saltee Island Little (Bennison, et al., 2019). The authors
found that instead of the birds swimming aimlessly about in search of food, the puffins
drifted on the tidal stream and let the current transport them to suitable feedings
patches. By drift-hunting in that way, the birds saved energy that would otherwise have
been used in looking for prey. Energetic models suggested that the cost of foraging
trips using the drift strategy was 281 46% less than flying between patches. It appears
likely that the birds have evolved to exploit the tidal steam and that the strategy is
learned behaviour.

Northern Gannets. Early in the 2019 breeding season, a sign was erected near Cat

Cliff on Saltee Island Great encouraging M )
people not to approach to within §m of the e hese gannets are nesting!
nesting Northern Gannets. The sign must not i o 2 {
have proved as eﬁ:ective as intended as a Under the Wildlife Act (1976), it is illegal to disturb them!
notice was subsequently posted online by the Doing so may result in nest abandonment,
owners of the island advising as follows: i T h ¢ or the death of eggs and chicks,

Bird signs are there for a reason. Please do by gulls or exposure. =
not approach the nesting birds closer than 6
meters. The foot fall is having a devastating
effect on the bird population. Should visitors ‘ g 3
see photographers not obeying the signs PR e o
please explain to them that they are killing the birds and to use thelr lens mstead of

their feet. If things do not improve with the bird population due to the current foot fall we
wi || be forced to close the island to visitors.
(http://www.salteeislands.info/ISLANDS%20NEWS%20PAGE.htm).

Please stay at least 6m away from nests!

Thank you!

5.40.1 Terns Sub-family Sterninae
5.40.1.1 Breeding

References to earlier reports. Note: The tables and charts that follow are updated each year. Therefore, since each
updated version of the tables and charts supersedes all previous versions, only the versions given in the current report
are relevant. The following references contain updates other than those relevant to the tables and charts: Hurley, 1997
pages 59-66. Hurley, 1998 pages 22-24. Hurley, 1999 page 62. Hurley, 2003 page 65. Hurley, 2004 page 78. Hurley,
2005 page 71. Hurley, 2006 page 66-69. Hurley, 2008 pages 58-62. Hurley, 2009 pages 38-42. Hurley, 2010 pages 31-
36. Hurley, 2011 pages 38-44. Hurley, 2012 pages 37-43. Hurley, 2013 pages 49-55. Hurley, 2014 pages 34-40. Hurley,
2015 pages 32-37. Hurley, 2016 pages 32-37. Hurley, 2017 pages 36-41. Hurley, 2018 pages 32-37. Hurley, 2019
pages 31-36.

Updates
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Disturbance. Commenting on a video posted online (https://vimeo.com/351908774)

regarding water sports at the southern end of I
Warden, speculated:AOne has to ask if it prevents the te
sandbar as they traditionally would have done over the years. When fledglings first

leave nest sites, they creche on the southern tip of Inish, then, usually on the ‘cut’ by

day for easy feeding by adults close to the sea and then back to Inish at night for safe

roosting. As they mature the adults bring them on to the rocks at Crossfintan where

they remain for the weeks before migrating sout

Nesting habitat. The security of tern nesting habitat on Sgarbheen and Inish is
threatened by both ongoing siltation of the neighbouring lagoon bed and the likelihood
of Common Reed colonising the substrate between these two islands and the mainland
over the next 20 years.

Figure 6. Common Reed on Sgarbheen.
(Photos: David Daly, 27/06/2018 left and 30/06/2019 right)

Figure 7. Common Reed on Inish.

(Photo: David Daly, 20/05/2018)
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2019 data. Tables and charts are updated below.

Year | Allfour | Sandwich | Common Common Arctic | Roseate
species Terns | Tern and Tern Terns Terns
of terns Arctic

Terns

1978 734 354 160 No count No count 220

1979 710 204 220 No count No count 286

1980 524 106 274 No count No count 144

1981 917 350 291 No count No count 276

1982 235 120 105 No count No count 10

1983 8 4 3 No count No count 1

1984 256 191 30 No count No count 35

1985 294 291 3 No count No count 0

1986 555 524 31 No count No count 0

1987 932 708 216 No count No count 8

1988 615 412 195 No count No count 8

1989 1843 1317 450 No count No count 76

1990 1869 1395 414 No count No count 60

1991 1889 1469 360 No count No count 60

1992 1734 1129 529 No count No count 76

1993 1706 1254 376 No count No count 76

1994 2142 1447 555 No count No count 140

1995 1593 1130 401 No count No count 62

1996 2011 1358 529 386 (73%) | 143 (27%) 124

1997 1598 1050 500 354 (71%) | 146 (29%) 48

1998 1554 1015 459 281 (61%) | 178 (39%) 80

1999 1879 1048 715 440 (62%) | 275 (38%) 116

2000 >1149 1005 >66 No count No count >78

2001 1552 1068 484 298 (62%) | 186 (38%) 46

2002 1474 825 649 400 (62%) | 249 (38%) 95

2003 >1329 1252 No count No count No count 77

2004 1900 1161 673 311 (46%) | 362 (54%) 66

2005 1899 1122 703 No count No count 74

2006 2134 1309 732 No count No count 93

2007 2722 1800 833 No count No count 89

2008 2994 1945 940 No count No count 109

2009 3243 1958 1160 No count No count 125

2010 3068 1838 1112 No count No count 118

2011 3443 1931 1357 No count No count 155

2012 3416 1692 1506 968 (64%) | 530 (35%) 126

2013 3129 1669 1310 705 (54%) | 605 (46%) 150

2014 3450 1617 1659 881 (53%) | 778 (47%) 174

2015 3813 1799 1799 950 (53%) | 849 (47%) 215

2016 3747 1682 1856 | 1012 (53%) | 844 (53%) 209

2017 3583 1674 1690 [ 1010 (60%) | 680 (40%) 219

2018 3616 1780 1609 916 (57%) | 693 (43%) 227

2019 3540 1739 1606 | 1088 (68%) | 518 (32%) 195

Year | All four ST C/AT CT only AT only RT

Table 2: Number of pairs of nesting terns by species by year since 1978.

(Sources: Data sources tabulated below; Table 3)
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Data sources by season:

Season | Data sources

1978-1982 | Goodwillie, 1986 page 6 (after Whilde, 1985 [All Ireland Tern Survey, 1984] and
personal communication, Oscar Merne).

1983-1998 | Stammers et al., 1998 pages 18 and 30.

1999 | Newton and Berridge, 1999, pages 4-5 and personal communication, Dr
Stephen Newton.

2000 | Personal communication, Dave Daly / Dlchas; Ratcliffe, 2000; and personal
communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2001 | Merne et al., 2001 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2002 | Crowe, 2002 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2003 | Newton, 2003 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2004 | Daly et al., 2004 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2005 | Daly and Carroll, 2005.

2006 | Daly and Carroll, 2006.

2007 | Daly et al., 2008

2008 | Daly et al., 2009

2009 | Daly et al., 2010

2010 | Daly et al., 2011

2011 | Daly et al,, 2011b

2012 | Daly et al., 2012

2013 | Daly et al.,, 2013

2014 | Daly et al., 2014

2015 | Daly et al., 2015

2016 | Daly et al., 2016

2017 | Daly et al., 2017

2018 | Daly et al., 2018

2019 | Daly et al., 2019

Table 3: Data sources by season.
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Figure 8: Trend for numbers of all nesting terns since 1978.

Note:Number s are for

(Source: Table 2 above)

L a d ycomsbinédgotals fordhe Islankiseof Inish &nd $garbheen. The continuous line is a trendline, a plot of

the 3-year moving average. The purpose of the trendline is to smooth out annual fluctuations and thus indicate the general direction in which usage of

the site by pairs of nesting terns changed over time.

Usage of the site by nesting terns declined in the early 1980s, bottomed-out in 1983 but then rose rapidly to about 1800 pairs by the end of the decade.
A plateau was maintained throughout the 1990s at that level [10-year average 1990-1999 = 1797.5 nesting pairs per annum; range 1554 (1998) -
2142(1994)]. Numbers declined briefly in the early 2000s but started to rise again by mid-decade, rose steeply and peaked at almost 3500 in 2012.
Following a dip nhumbers rose to exceed 3500 for the first time in 2015. Numbers in excess of 3500 have been maintained since 2015.
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Figure 9: Number of pairs of nesting terns by species by year.
(Source: Table 2 above)

Note. The upper red line represents Sandwich Terns. The central green line represents
Common/Arctic Terns and the lower blue line represents Roseate Terns.
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Figure 10: Number of pairs of nesting Roseate Terns by year.
(Source: Table 2 above)

Note. In 2015, the number of pairs of nesting Roseate Terns (215) exceeded 200 for the first
time in over 30 years (since 1983). Numbers in excess of 200 have been maintained since
2015.
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Median
Year | First eggs Peak lay date Main laying period laying
period

1097 | 17 May | 27 May (22.6%) | 24 May - 2 June (66.0%) | 30 May |  53(66.3%)

n (% of
total eggs)

1098 | 21 May | 27 May (23.7%) | 23 May - 2 June (77.3%) | 28 May | 101(77.7%)

1999 5 May May (12.2%) 16 May - 25 May (76.4%) | 23 May | 135 (77.1%)
2004 17 May

2005 9 May 9 May i 7 June 131
2006 15 May 15 May i 2 July 142

2007 14 May

2008 19 May

2009 14 May

2010 13 May

2011 9 May
2012 13 May 13 May i 19 June
2013 27 May 27 May i 29 June
2014 20 May 20 May i 24 June
2015 14 May 14 May i 16 June
2016 14 May 14 May i 16 June
2017 8 May 8 May i 10 June
2018 19 May 19 May i 21 June
2019 13 May 13 May i 15 June

Table 4: Egg-laying parameters of Roseate Terns nests.

(Sources: Newton and Crowe, 2000 page 17, Table 2.8; Daly et al., 2004; Daly and Catrroll,
2005; Daly and Carroll, 2006; Daly et al., 2008; Daly et al., 2009; Daly et al., 2010; Daly et
al., 2011; Daly et al., 2011b; Daly et al., 2012; Daly et al., 2013; Daly et al., 2014; Daly et
al., 2015; Daly et al., 2016; Daly et al., 2017; Daly et al., 2018; Daly et al., 2019)
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Note: Mean clutch size (humber of
eggs per nesting pair) is given for
breeding Sandwich Tern Sterna
sandvicensis (ST), undifferentiated
(CT/AT) or differentiated Common
Terns Sterna hirundo (CT) and

Arctic Terns Sterna paradisaea

(AT) and Roseate Terns Sterna
dougalli( RT) at Ladyé6

Year ST CT/AT | CT | AT RT
1993 1.3 No data 1.4
1994 14 2.0 14
1995 1.7 2.5 1.6
1996 1.7 2.4 1.7
1997 15 No data 1.7
1998 1.4 2.2 1.6
1999 15 No data 15
2000 | No data No data No data
2001 [ No data No data No data
2002 | No data No data No data
2003 [ No data No data No data
2004 1.67 2.43 1.79
2005 1.66 2.47 1.77
2006 | No data No data 1.53
2007 1.35 2.32 1.72
2008 | No data 1.91 1.34
2009 | No data 2.30 1.68
2010 [ No data No data 1.65
2011 1.63 2.32 1.70
2012 1.31 | Not applicable | 2.37 | 1.81 1.55
2013 1.26 | Not applicable | 2.46 [ 1.80 1.53
2014 1.36 | Not applicable | 2.53 | 1.94 1.68
2015 1.27 | Not applicable | 2.38 | 1.78 1.47
2016 1.36 | Not applicable | 2.36 | 1.79 1.43
2017 1.58 | Not applicable | 2.54 [ 1.90 1.37
2018 1.38 | Not applicable | 2.33 | 1.95 1.46
2019 1.43 | Not applicable | 2.49 | 1.89 1.67

Table 5: Mean clutch size for breeding terns since 1993.

(Sources: Lady's Island Lake annual tern reports; Newton and Crowe, 2000 page 16, Table 2.7;
Daly et al., 2004; Daly and Carroll, 2005; Daly and Carroll, 2006; Daly et al., 2008; Daly et al.,
2009; Daly et al., 2010; Daly et al., 2011; Daly et al., 2011b; Daly et al., 2012; Daly et al.,
2013; Daly et al., 2014; Daly et al., 2015; Daly et al., 2016; Daly et al., 2017; Daly et al.,

2018; Daly et al., 2019)
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Year | Productivity | Source

1996 1.07 Newton and Wallace, 1998.

1997 0.74-1.13 Newton and Wallace, 1998.

1998 1.04 Newton and Crowe, 2000 page 18, Table 2.10; see also Stammers et al., 1998 pages
28-29.

1999 0.62-0.98 Newton and Crowe, 2000 page 18, Table 2.10; see also Newton and Berridge, 1999.

2000 No record Believed low due to the wet summer (personal communication, Dave Daly / Dichas).

2001 0.72 early - +0 | Colony decimated by rats prior to fledging (Merne et al., 2001).

late

2002 ? "é cold snap in ear(Wi¥onJ2002y cl ai med its f

2003 1.55 "é 67 Roseate pairs HNewten2008)i sed 104 chi (

2004 1.24 Daly etal.,2004. 66 nest s, 118 eggs, 17 cold eggdg
size 1.79, succesesal,R@8mmgeBY . 5%0 (Daly

2005 1.48 Daly and Carroll, 2005.7 74 nests, 131 eggs, 6 cold e
clutch size 1.77, s wetat,@M&page8M e 80. 9%0 (I

2006 1.52 Ai... hatching success rat(DaIyanﬂCaﬁrﬂl 200%). fp%e3r
nests, 142 eggs, 13 cold eggs, 129 chicks, 3 dead chicks, clutch size 1.52, success
rat e 88. @é®o2008page 37)

2007 1.72 A89 nests, 153 eggs, 13 cold eggs, 140 (
success r a(Dalyetah, 2002 page 37)

2008 Aé hatching s uc tweshsthree ahicks 8idd.pBobto fledging (19.3%)
and the overall productivity was 0.88 chicks per egg-l a y i n g(Daly atialr, 20@9 page
31).

2009 0.73 Aé hatching success was 72%. An unpreceq(
(40.5% mainly due to depredation by rat {
one from a tyre and orDalydtal.o2600)open veget i

2010 1.54 fA total of 195 eggs were laid in 118 nests, giving a mean clutch size of 1.65. Of these
191 were laid in boxes, 4 in open vegetation. There were 9 cold eggs and 1 missing.
11chicks were found dead with a further 4 (un-ringed) missing without trace. Of the 182
eggstohat ch, 1l1thwekes §Adrst to hatch) and
hatch). Overall productivity was 1.54 chicks per egg-laying pair with a fledging success
rate of 1.45.0(Daly et al., 2011 page 41).

2011 1.30 AA total of 155 oskbatedars iveregrecarded an she smdtherR end of
Inish in 2011, an increase of 37 pairs (31%). The first eggs were recorded on the 9th
May (4 days earlier than 2010 and the first chick hatched on the 3rd June. Mean clutch
size was 1.7 and hatching success was 86.5%. 25 chicks died prior to fledging and
overall productivity was 1.3 chicks per egg-l a y i n g(Daly atialr, 2081b page 43).

2012 1.55 Daly et al., 2012 pages 28-30.

2013 1.53 ié hatching s ulayetsls 2003fpag8 30%. 0O

2014 1.46 Hatching success fi 8 7 / g[BaBpet al., 2014 page 19). Note: the productivity of 1.46 =
87% of the clutch size of 1.67 eggs.

2015 1.47 AThe mean clutch size was 1.47 per egg |
(Daly et al., 2015 page 19).

2016 1.43 AThe mean clutch size was 1.43 per egg |
(Daly et al., 2016 page 20).

2017 1.57 AThe mean clutch size was 1.57 per egg |
(Daly et al., 2017 page 26).

2018 0.98 fAfhat chi ng s udQalgaetal, 2DIB pagies Band 27).

2019 1.2 fihat chi ng s u@aleesd., 201 paged Ba@nd 23).

Table 6: Productivity of Roseate Terns since 1996.

Note: Productivity is the number of young fledged per egg-laying pair. All numbers are
estimates.

5.40.1.2 Feeding

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 61. Hurley, 1998 page 22. Hurley 1999 page 62.

5.40.1.3 Conservation

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 63-64. Hurley, 1998 page 22. Hurley, 1999 page 62. Hurley, 2000
pages 79-80. Hurley, 2001 pages 67-71. Hurley, 2002 pages 73-74. Hurley, 2003 page 70. Hurley, 2004 pages 83-84.
Hurley, 2005 pages 76-77. Hurley, 2008 page 63. Hurley, 2009 page 43. Hurley, 2010 page 36. Hurley, 2011 page 44.
Hurley, 2012 page 44. Hurley, 2016 page 38. Hurley, 2018 page 37. Hurley, 2019 page 37.

5.40.1.4 Movements

References to earlier reports. Hurley 1998 page 23 e). Hurley 1999 page 62. Hurley 2000 page 79. Hurley, 2001 page
70. Hurley, 2002 page 74. Hurley, 2012 page 45. Hurley, 2019 page 38.
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Update. With 122 pairs nesting, David Kinchin-Smith, RSPB, reported a bumper year
on Coquet Island off the Northumberland coast, home to the only UK breeding colony
of Roseate Terns. Ring reading showed that interchange of birds between colonies
was mainly between Coquet Island and the Rockabill Island and Lady's Island Lake
colonies in the Republic of Ireland (https://www.birdguides.com/articles/another-
bumper-year-for-roseate-terns-on-coguet-island/).

5.41 Other birds

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2004 pages 85-86. Hurley, 2008 page 63. Hurley, 2015 page 38.

5.41.1 Records

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 2000 page 82. Hurley, 2002 page 75. Hurley, 2003 page
71. Hurley, 2004 page 87. Hurley, 2005 page 78. Hurley, 2006 page 71. Hurley, 2009 page 43. Hurley, 2010 page 37.
Hurley, 2011 page 45. Hurley, 2012 page 45.

5.41.2 Case Studies

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2003 page 71. Hurley, 2008 page 64. Hurley, 2010,
pages 37-38.

5.41.3 Ring recoveries

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 71. Hurley, 2012 page 45. Hurley, 2013 page 45. Hurley, 2016 page
38. Hurley, 2017 page 42.

5.42 Mammals Class Mammalia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 71. Hurley, 2012 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page 42. Hurley, 2018 page
38. Hurley, 2019 page 39.

5.42.1 Insectivores Order Insectivora

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 87. Hurley, 2001 page 72. Hurley, 2002 page 76. Hurley, 2003 page
72. Hurley, 2005 page 79-80. Hurley, 2006 page 72. Hurley, 2007 page 81. Hurley, 2008 page 65. Hurley, 2009 page
44. Hurley, 2010 page 38. Hurley, 2013 page 57. Hurley, 2014 page 41. Hurley, 2015 page 38. Hurley, 2016 page 39.
Hurley, 2017 page 42. Hurley, 2019 page 39.

Update
Opportunistic record

0 Two squashed roadkill Hedgehogs noted by Jim Hurley reasonably close together at
Ballycogly on 8 April 2019, one at T 031 107 Ballydoyle, Mayglass, the other at T 032 109
Moortown, Mayglass.

U Squashed roadkill Hedgehog noted by Jim Hurley at S 978 056, Grange, Kilmore, on 6
October 2019.

5.42.2 Bats Order Chiroptera

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 pages 71-77. Hurley, 2000 pages 84-85. Hurley, 2001 page 72. Hurley,
2003 page 72. Hurley, 2004 pages 88-90. Hurley, 2005 page 80. Hurley, 2006 page 73. Hurley, 2007 page 81. Hurley,
2008 page 65. Hurley, 2009 page 44. Hurley, 2010 pages 38-39. Hurley, 2011 page 46. Hurley, 2012 pages 46-52.
Hurley, 2013 pages 57-58. Hurley, 2014 pages 42-44. Hurley, 2015 pages 39-48. Hurley, 2016 page 39. Hurley, 2017
page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 39.

5.42.3 Hares and Rabbits Order Lagomorpha

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 88. Hurley, 2001 page 72. Hurley, 2002 page 76. Hurley, 2003 page
73. Hurley, 2004 page 90. Hurley, 2005 page 80. Hurley, 2006 page 74. Hurley, 2007 page 82. Hurley, 2008 pages 65-
66. Hurley, 2009 page 45. Hurley, 2010 page 39. Hurley, 2011 page 46. Hurley, 2012 page 52. Hurley, 2013 page 58.
Hurley, 2014 page 45. Hurley, 2015 page 48. Hurley, 2017 page 43.

Updates
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RHD. In 2010, a new more virulent strain called RHD2 of rabbit haemorrhagic disease
(RHD) emerged in France. In August 2019, the viral disease was confirmed by
Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine laboratories in a hare in Co Wexford
(https://www.chg.gov.ie/deadly-disease-found-in-irish-hares-and-rabbits-public-asked-
to-report-any-sightings-irish-coursing-club-licences-suspended-with-immediate-effect/).

Coursing. During a case involving illegal hare coursing, the court was advised that the
maxi mum fine i s n o rtmtaraybe doabled \shere antoftemceis h at
committed in a nature reserve (Wexford People, issue dated 8 October 2019, page 28).

Opportunistic record

0 On 15 March 2019, Jim Hurley saw an Irish Hare at T 104 073 running across an emerging
cereal c¢crop in thelanbbarge field at Ladyéobs

5.42.4 Rodents Order Rodentia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 85-86. Hurley, 2004 page 90. Hurley, 2005 page 81. Hurley, 2006
page 74. Hurley, 2007 page 82. Hurley, 2008 page 66. Hurley, 2009 pages 45-46. Hurley, 2010 pages 40-41. Hurley,
2012 page 52. Hurley, 2013 page 59. Hurley, 2014 page 45. Hurley, 2015 page 49. Hurley, 2017 page 43.

Update
Opportunistic records

U At 17:05 hours on 24 April 2019, Jim Hurley spotted a Wood Mouse bolting into the ditch at
T 977 056, Grange, Kilmore.

U Inthe course of an objection to the proposed development of a hotel at Ralph, Fethard, (PA
Reg Ref No 20190934, see paragraph 6.2.5) local residents Aidan and Pauline Hickey
stated as follows (DocID 1351820). The location indicated appears to refer to S 781 040
approximately.

On the southern end of the proposed development there is in the S.A.Can
ancient hazelwood coppice of considerable size which only recently has seen
the return of the red squirrel, a welcome addition to the other animals in this
habitat such as otter, heron and all manner of wildlife. In an adjoining field to
the development is a listed ‘Rath” and ‘ Fulacht Fia’

0 At 15:30 hours on 6 October 2019, Jim Hurley spotted a Wood Mouse fleeing to the
wayside verge from the grassy area in the centre of Shaneen road at S 978 064, Inish and
Ballyteige Slob.

0  On the night of 6 October 2019, Jim Hurley spotted a Wood Mouse in the headlights of the
car running across the road at T 025 100, Silverspring, Ballycogley.

U  On the night of 6 October 2019, Jim Hurley spotted a Brown Rat in the headlights of the car
running across the road at T 001 075, Ballyseskin, Kilmore.

5.42.5 Cetaceans Order Cetacea

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 67. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 1999 page 70. Hurley, 2001
pages 72-79. Hurley, 2002 pages 76-78. Hurley, 2003 pages 73-79. Hurley, 2004 ages 91-98. Hurley, 2005 pages 81-
86. Hurley, 2006 pages 75-77. Hurley, 2007 page 83. Hurley, 2008 pages 66-69. Hurley, 2009 pages 46-48. Hurley,
2010 pages 41-42. Hurley, 2011 pages 47-48. Hurley, 2012 pages 53-54. Hurley, 2013 pages 59-61. Hurley, 2014 page
46. Hurley, 2015 page 50. Hurley, 2016 pages 40-42. Hurley, 2017 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2018 pages 40-42. Hurley,
2019 pages 41-44.

Updates
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Stranding No 1. Strandings reported on the IWDG
website during 2019 were as follows.

Record No: #5387

Observer: Mac (Kevin McCormack)
Event Date: 20/01/2019

Location; Kilmore Quay

Reported location: 52.176 -6.595

Species: Common Dolphin

Photo: Mac (Kevin McCormack)

IWDG ref: http://www.iwdg.ie/showdetails.php?t=st&id=10
Stranding No 2.

Record No: #5404
Observers: Roy Watson, Jim
Hurley
Event Date: 10/02/2019
Location: Kilmore Quay
Reported location: 52.188,-6.510
Species: Common Dolphin
Photo: Jim Hurley

The record was of 156.m female at
Ringbaun, Kilmore. IWDG ref: http://www.iwdg.ie/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7

Stranding No 3.

Record No: #5408
Observers: Heike Wiehagen,
Elena Winch,
Christine Duffy
Event Date: 14/02/2019
Location: Blackhall,
Bannow
Reported location: 52.211,-6.744
Species: Common Dolphin
Photo: Heike Wiehagen

IWDG ref: http://www.iwdg.ie/showdetails. php’7t st&|d 10
Stranding No 4.

Record No: #5533

Observer: Jim Hurley and Roy Watson

Event Date: 12/07/2019

Location: Ringbaun, Kilmore

Reported location: 52.187, -6.516

Species: Harbour Porpoise, decomposed, 0.96m, gender indeterminate.
Photo: Jim Hurley

IWDG ref: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=5533
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Stranding No 5.

Record No: #5581
Observer: Jim Hurley
Event date: 23/09/2019
Location: Bastardstown;

due south of Sandhill House
Reported location: 52.186, -6.532

Species: Harbour Porpoise
Notes: 1.21m female
Known animals: 1

Photo: Jim Hurley

Originally reported to the IWDG by Cliona Graham
IWDG ref: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=5581

Stranding No 6.

Record No: #5610

Observer: Jim Hurley

Event date: 28/11/2019

Location: Rostonstown Burrow, Tacumshin

Reported location: 52.187, -6.415

Species: Common Dolphin (unique grooves in roof of upper mandible)
Notes: 2.04m long; male (10cm separation between genital slit and anus)
Photo: Jim Hurley

Originally reported to the IWDG by Kate Allsop and Valerie Pickerill on 27/11/2019; IWDG ref:
https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=5610. Also noted by Paula Moriarty.

Stranding No 7.

Record No: #5616

Observer: Jim Hurley

Event date: 01/12/2019

Location: Ballygrangans, Kilmore
Reported location: 52.185, -6.542
Species: Harbour Porpoise
Notes: 1.67m long; male
Photo: Jim Hurley

Originally reported to the IWDG by Paul Fallon
IWDG ref: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=5616 .
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2017 records. The table below summarises published cetacean strandings during
2017; of an all-island Irish total of 265 strandings, five (1.9%) were reported from the

South Wexford Coast (08)Connell and Berrow, 201
Species Sex LEmEiT Location ce Date | Source Page
(m) Ref
Minke Jim Hurley, Liam
Unsexed 6.00 Bannow Bay | S812068 | 10 May | Ryan, and 176
Whale
Graham Doyle
Earbo_ur Unsexed | Unmeasured Ca_r nsore T104040 3 Oct | Tony Murray 178
orpoise Point
Common |\ sexed 1.24 Tacumshin | 133653 | 12 pep | JiM Hurley, and |, g
Dolphin Burrow Paula Roche
Common | 1ol 1.46 Fethard-on- | gg6/065 | 24 Mar | DM Hurleyand |4,
Dolphin Sea Liam Ryan
Common Kilmore Jim Hurley and
Dolphin Male 1.88 Quay S961030 22 Oct Marion Brady 181
Table 7. Cetacean stranding records for 2017.
(Source:06 Connell an@ Berrow,
Opportunistic sighting
0 Adult Rissobds Dol phin seen by-6.6R0)aff SHteeldlaady at X 944

Great on 15 July 2019.

5.42.6 Carnivores Order Carnivora

5.42.6.1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 89. Hurley, 2002 page 78. Hurley, 2003 page 79. Hurley, 2004 page
98. Hurley, 2005 page 87. Hurley, 2008 page 70. Hurley, 2011 page 48. Hurley, 2013 page 61. Hurley, 2014 page 46.
Hurley, 2015 page 50. Hurley, 2017 page 45. Hurley, 2019 page 44.

Update
Opportunistic record
0 30 July 2019, roadkill, S 984 053, Ballygrangans, Kilmore, Jim and Rose Hurley.

5.42.6.2 Pine Marten Martes martes
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 89. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2014 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page
46. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 44.

Update. Pat Miskella, Duncormick Game Protection Association (GPA) had a trap set
for Mink at Yoletown Bridge (S 967 090). In the previous year, he caught three Pine
Martens in the trap (personal communication, Robbie Whelan, 22 June 2019).

5.42.6.3 Irish Stoat Mustela erminea

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 90. Hurley, 2003 page 79. Hurley, 2005 page 87. Hurley, 2006 page
78. Hurley, 2007 page 84. Hurley, 2008 page 70. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2010 page 43. Hurley, 2011 page 49.
Hurley, 2012 page 55. Hurley, 2014 page 47. Hurley, 2017 page 46.

5.42.6.4 American Mink Neovison vison

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 67. Hurley, 1999 page 71. Hurley, 2000 pages 83-84. Hurley 2007,
page 84. Hurley, 2010 page 43. Hurley, 2012 page 55. Hurley, 2013 page 62. Hurley, 2014 page 47. Hurley, 2015 page
51. Hurley, 2017 page 46. Hurley, 2019 page 45.

5.42.6.5 Badger Meles meles

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 91. Hurley, 2002 pages 78-79. Hurley, 2004 page 98. Hurley, 2005
page 88. Hurley, 2006 page 78. Hurley, 2007 page 85. Hurley, 2008 page 70. Hurley, 2010 page 44. Hurley, 2011 page
49. Hurley, 2012 page 55. Hurley, 2013 page 62. Hurley, 2014 page 47. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 45.

5.42.6.6 European Otter Lutra lutra

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 66-67. Hurley, 1999 page 69. Hurley, 2000 page 83. Hurley, 2001
page 79. Hurley, 2002 page 79. Hurley, 2004 page 98. Hurley, 2005 page 88. Hurley, 2007 page 85. Hurley, 2008 page
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71. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2011 page 49. Hurley, 2012 page 56. Hurley, 2013 page 62. Hurley, 2014 page 47.
Hurley, 2015 page 51. Hurley, 2016 page 43. Hurley, 2017 page 46. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 45.

Updates
Opportunistic record

U At17:10 hours on 24 April 2019, when walking across the bridge at Saltmills (T 978 062,
Inish and Ballyteige Slob), Jim Hurley heard splashing sounds coming from under the
bridge. He waited and watched from the parapet. A small Otter emerged and swam
upstream diving repeatedly in the channel.

U0 Brendan Stafford reported seeing a large adult Otter emerge from between the rocks placed
against the bank at Bastardstown (T 001 048) during coastal protection works.

5.42.6.7 Other carnivores
References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2002 page 79. Hurley, 2018 page 44.

5.42.7 Seals Order Pinnipedia

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 67. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 1999 pages 69-70. Hurley, 2001
pages 79-80. Hurley, 2002 pages 79-83. Hurley, 2003 page 80. Hurley, 2004 page 99. Hurley, 2005 page 89. Hurley,
2006 page 97. Hurley, 2007 pages 86-89. Hurley, 2008 pages 71-73. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2010 page 44.
Hurley, 2011 page 49. Hurley, 2012 page 56. Hurley, 2013 page 63. Hurley, 2014 page 48. Hurley, 2015 page 51.
Hurley, 2017 page 47. Hurley, 2018 page 44. Hurley, 2019 page 46.

Update. At 11:55am on 9 January 2019, Jim Hurley noted a fat Grey Seal (|mage
attached) hauled outonarockat T —
100049,Ri ngsher ane, L [
Lake, about 70m beyond the barrier

on the lane to The Cut. The sighting
was passed on to Tony Murray

(NPWS Conservation Ranger), Dave
Daly, Mary Foley (
Field Club), the National Biodiversity
Centre, and Seal Rescue Ireland.

Tony Murray advised that the animal
had been in the lagoon for about one
month, that several people had
reported it to him, that it probably
came over the barrier with washover
water during storms and that it was probably feeding on Mullet.

5.42.8 Deer and goats Order Artiodactyla

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2009 pages 49-50. Hurley, 2012 page 56. Hurley, 2016 page 43.
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6 NATURBNGERVATI ON

6.1 Introduction

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 68. Hurley, 1999 page 78. Hurley, 2000 page 92. Hurley, 2003 page
81. Hurley, 2007 page 90. Hurley, 2008 page 74. Hurley, 2011 page 50. Hurley, 2013 page 63. Hurley, 2017 page 48.
Hurley, 2018 pages 45-46. Hurley, 2019 pages 46-47.

Updates

Grant aid. In May 2019, coastal projects on the South Wexford Coast that were grant

adedby the EUOGs Maritime and Fisheriaes Fund ( EMF
tabulated below (Table 8). The EMFF supports projects that encourage fishing

communities hit by quota restrictions and other challenges to diversify. Applications

were assessed by seven regional fisheries local action group boards (FLAGs) and

forwarded to Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM)
(http://www.bim.ie/schemes/fisheries,local,area,group,development,flag,2016,-,2023/).

Several of the projects have spin-off benefits for nature conservation.

Project . . . Support| Grant Total
RefJNo. Applicant Project Title erfﬂe Aid| Investment
191SE.6  |Hook Rural Tourism CLG Hike to the Hook 80 2,000 2,500
191SE.40 |Hook Rural Tourism CLG Rebrand of Hook Tourism 80 10,869 13,586
191SE.10 [Tintern Trails Committee To Develop Tintern's identity 80 6,270 7,838
Wexford County Council
191SE.12 |(acting on behalf of the Bridgetown Recreation Park 50 50,000 100,000
Bridgetown Community)
191SE.24 |Hook Heritage CLG Hook Lighthouse Eco Awareness leaming 80 | 48,800 61,000
and Discovery Education Station
Phase 1: Developing the community centre
191SE.32 |Our Lady's Island and grounds so that it can install an 80 27,971 34,964
Environment and Heritage marine exhibition
191SE.36 [NImore Quay Community - ip o bromotion 80 |59,838 74,797
Development Association Ltd

Table 8. FLAG South-East grant aided projects.

(https://afloat.ie/marine-environment/coastal-notes/item/42621-creed-announces-eu-coastal-
grants-five-days-before-elections)

6.2 Intergovernmental Conventions and Treaties

6.2.1 The Ramsar Convention, 1971

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 68-69. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 1999 page 78. Hurley, 2000
pages 92-93. Hurley, 2001 page 81. Hurley, 2003 pages 81-82. Hurley, 2005 pages 90-91. Hurley, 2006 pages 80-81.
Hurley, 2013 page 63. Hurley, 2016 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2017 pages 49-50. Hurley, 2018 page 46.

6.2.2 The CITES Convention, 1973

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 page 95. Hurley, 2001 page 81. Hurley, 2003 page 82. Hurley, 2007 page
91.

6.2.3 The Bonn Convention, 1979

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 69. Hurley, 1998 pages 27-28. Hurley, 1999 page 78. Hurley, 2001
pages 81-82. Hurley, 2004 page 101.

6.2.4 The Bern Convention, 1979

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 69. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 2000 page 93. Hurley, 2001 page
82. Hurley, 2002 page 85. Hurley, 2003 pages 82-83. Hurley, 2005 page 92.

6.2.5 The Biodiversity Convention, 1992

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 70. Hurley, 1998 pages 28-29. Hurley, 1999 pages 78-79. Hurley,
2000 pages 93-94 and page 102. Hurley, 2001 page 82. Hurley, 2002 pages 85-87. Hurley, 2003 pages 83-84. Hurley,
2004 page 102. Hurley, 2005 page 92. Hurley, 2006 page 82. Hurley, 2007 page 92. Hurley, 2008 page 75. Hurley,
2009 pages 51-53. Hurley, 2010, page 45. Hurley, 2011 page 51. Hurley, 2012 pages 58-60. Hurley, 2013 page 64.
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Hurley, 2014 page 49. Hurley, 2015 page 52. Hurley, 2016 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page 51. Hurley, 2018 page 47.
Hurley, 2019 page 47.

Updates

:ﬂﬂ m%s Brochure. On Friday 15 February 2009, Jim Hurley took delivery of,
and started distributing free-of-charge, 10,000 copies of a brochure he
,; South # compiled regarding biodiversity and nature conservation on the South
Wexfo;dsﬁ Wexford Coast. Production of the brochure was co-funded by grant aid
:«Coast under the Local Agenda 21 Environmental Partnership Fund 2018 co-
¥ it .= ordinated by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and

Eﬂ SEEE® Environment, and jointly funded and administered by Wexford County
mi’;ﬂ%@ Council.

Conference.On20-21 February 20109, l rel andoferendei r st Nat i
was held in Dublin Castle. The event was booked out and was attended by some 400

people including Jim Hurley. In his address regarding mounting evidence of the on-

going loss of biodiversity President Michael D Higgins commented: Al f we wer e coal
m ners, we would be up t o(TledrishTinessiesgedatead dead car
22 February 2019, page 6).

Climate Change Plan. On 22 February 2019, public notice was given of the release of
Ireland's Biodiversity Sectoral Climate Change Adaptation Plan (NPWS, 2019e) for
public consultation (The Irish Times, issue dated 22 February 2019, page 6). The 69-
page plan was prepared further to the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development
Act 2015. The plan was open for public consultation until 17 April 2019 and
consultation guidelines were available to assist with the preparation of submissions.

ﬂim«

The objectives set out in the plan were to:

1. Protect and restore biodiversity to increase the resilience of natural and human systems to
climate change;

2. Improve understanding of the impacts of climate change on biodiversity;

3. Improve landscape connectivity to facilitate mobility in a changing climate;

4. Engage society to protect biodiversity to enhance resilience; and

5. Ensure sufficient financing is available to implement the Biodiversity Climate Change
Adaptation Plan (ibid., page 4).

Funding to promote biodiversity. On 11 April 2019, the Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht invited applications from local authorities for grant funding
for projects that promote actions contained in the National Biodiversity Action Plan
(NBAP) 2017-2021.Fundi ng amo unt iwagnadeavaiaiedin2019.0 0

Ecostructure Project. Sonya Agnew (mobile 087 773 9446), Research Assistant for
the Ecostructure Project based at the School of Biology and Environmental Science,
Earth Institute, Room E4.47, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, organised a
meeting on Wednesday 24 April 2019 at 6.30pm in the Stella Maris Centre, Kilmore
Quay, to give a brief re-cap of, and update on, the project, to visit the experiments on
the marina wall, to demonstrate the online citizen mapping tool and to get feedback
from those present. The meeting was attended by about six people and was followed
by tea and biscuits.

IPBES report. On 6 May 2019, in Paris, the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodiversity

and Ecosystem Service (IPBES) published its global assessment on the state of the

worl dés biodiver si tyThameumbrtwas @spled bverrthres yeary i c e s .
by over 400 international experts in the field of biodiversity from 132 countries,

including Ireland, and ran to 1,800 pages (https://www.ipbes.net/).

The five key findings of the report were: (1) the decline of natural heritage is
6dangerousd and O6unprecedentedd, (2) spe
current gl obal response is O0insuffici nt

cies ey
6, (4)
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restore and protect nature, and (5) 1,000,000 species are presently threatened with
extinction. The five key direct drivers of change in nature with the largest relative global
impacts were identified as: (1) change in land and sea use, (2) direct exploitation of
organisms, (3) climate change, (4) pollution, and (5) the spread of invasive species.

CBDreportt. On 8 May 2019, Irelandbés 6th National R
Biological Diversity was released (DCHG, 2019). The 198-page report reviewed

Il relandbs progress on achi eviStrajegic Flaafor2 0 Ai chi Tz¢
Biodiversity 2011-2020 as formulated in Aichi, Japan. Partially effective progress was

reported but its rate was described as O6insuffi
advisedthatia transformati onal c hthe\fjsonimtbe r equi red t o
National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2 0 2.1 0

Tintern Abbey flora. During May 2019,
an information panel was erected on the
Tintern Trails showcasing 51 species of
wildflowers found in the woodlands
around Tintern Abbey. The panel was an
initiative of the Tintern Trails
Development Committee and was
launched by botanist Zoé Devlin (New
Ross Standard, issue dated 28 May
2019, page 14).

Bastardstown. Wexford County Council
istoprovideinew acceslsstd or vehi
the beach at Bastardstown (Wexford

People, issue dated 28 May 2019, page 12). The former slipway there was damaged

and undermined by storms during the winter of 2017-18 and was removed by Wexford

County Council on safety grounds.

Bannow Bay. On 2 July 2019, an application for planning permission was lodged for a
one-to-three-storey, 60-bedroom hotel at Ralph, Fethard, together with 20 two-storey,
three-bedroom houses (PA Reg Ref ‘

20190934). The southern extremity of the
proposed development was within 57m of
the SAC at The Glen. A 22-page
Screening Report for Appropriate
Assessment was included (Doc ID
1346509) together with an 11-page NIS
(Doc ID 134508; repeated as 134545 and
134546). It was proposed that the
planned upgraded Fethard WWTP
operated by Irish Water under licence
from the EPA, would pick up wastewater
from the proposed development via a
new pumping station while surface water
would drain to soil and groundwater in
compliance with SUDS principles. On 23
August 2019 the proposed development was refused the planning permission sought
on four grounds: (1) lack of overriding need to locate in the Hook Peninsula Landscape
of Greater Sensitivity, (2) visual obtrusion, (3) prematurity pending installation of the
upgraded Fethard WWTP, and (4) inadequate sightlines.
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Action Plan. At the monthly meeting of Wexford County Council held on 8 July 2019,

Councillor Fionntan O Suilleabhain won unanimous backing for his proposal that the

local authority declare a Climate and Biodiversity Emergency. Also approved, was a

motion from Councillor Tom Forde thatcalledif or t he creation of a new
Action Plan in the county to incorporate fresh initiatives and update the current plan

whi ch expi r(Ned RossnStagdard, Bsue dated 16 July 2019, page 27).

Hedge cutting. On 16 July 2019, Minister Madigan decided, on a trial basis in 2019
and 2020, to use her discretionary powers under the Heritage Act 2018 against
regulations to allow roadside hedge cutting during August in recognition of the need to
protect and nurture Irish nature and biodiversity. Hedge cutting for road safety
purposes will still be allowed at all times of the year under the Roads Act 1993. Under
the terms of the Wildlife Act 1976, roadside hedge cutting is permitted between 1st
September and the end of February.

Rock-pooling. For National Heritage Week, The Heritage Council and the National
Biodiversity Dat a Ce n tinitisivie prontotek\ednesday 2IYour Shor e
August O6Wild Child Dayé, a day dedicated to i n\
related activities. The theme for 2019 was rock-pooling. Twenty sites around the island

of Ireland were highlighted on a poster. Hook Head was the only featured site in Co
Wexford and its blurb stated: i Set bel ow t he towering Hook Light
headland holds a range of different sized pools at low tide and a vast array of marine

fossils set to stone. Species: Common prawn, blue-rayed limpet, common acorn

barnacle, sea | ettuce, common mussel, hermit ci

Eco Education Centre exhibition. On Saturday 10 S8x@ast 2019, R
television news featured a report by Conor Kane, South East Correspondent, regarding
a new Eco Education Centre exhibition located at Hook Head Lighthouse with the

t heme O6Save OuThe®ew @dlity wds &ahéed to coincide with World
Lighthouse Day. The permanent exhibition aimed to raise awareness of both the
impact of climate change and the amount of plastic being used and dumped in our
seas and oceans. It urged visitors to take personal responsibility by making individual
changes to live in a more sustainable and ecologically-friendly way. The new eco
stationwaspart-f unded by antfiofh®ordl@CaiglyMhara's FLAG project,
which uses grants to promote coastal community schemes. The report noted that over
200,000 people visited to Hook Lighthouse area in 2018
(https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0810/1068074-new-education-centre-at-hook-head-
lighthouse/). The launch of the new exhibition also featured in the national and local
press (Sunday Independent, issue dated 11 August 2019, page 2 and New Ross
Standard, issue dated 27 August 2019, page 35).

Climate Change Plan. On Friday 1 November 2019, the g o v e r n BBdiversditg
Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation Plan (NPWS, 2019f) was released following
earlier consultation (see 22 February 2019 above). The 87-page plan gave the
following examples from the South Wexford Coast of the impacts of severe weather
events.

U High winds and coastal flooding during Storm Ophelia in 2017 had a high impact on Grey
Seal pups at the Saltee Islands; several were washed up dead on the mainland. Travel by
the Conservation Ranger was restricted. The full scale of the impact is unknown (ibid., page
21, Figure 5 and page 81).
U It was regarded as likely that the Bewick Swan would no longer winter in Ireland due to
climate change (ibid., page 27).
0 The 2018 summer drought and heat wave resulted in
Lake. These facilitated terrestrial predators gaining access to the islands where tern
colonies were located. Predators included Pine Marten, American Mink and Hedgehog.
Impacts were recorded on Arctic, Common and Roseate Terns (ibid., page 76).

SWC Promotions Water Level at Lady's Island Lake, 2019 Page 52 of 134


https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0810/1068074-new-education-centre-at-hook-head-lighthouse/
https://www.rte.ie/news/2019/0810/1068074-new-education-centre-at-hook-head-lighthouse/

U In 2018 the late arrival of spring resulted in slower growth, wet ground, cool temperatures
and waterlogged soils that complicated grazing at Ballyteige Burrow Nature Reserve (ibid.,
page 78).

U Storm Darwin in February 2014 blocked the outlet at Tacumshin Lake resulting in extensive
flooding (ibid., page 82).

6.2.6 The Climate Change Convention, 1992

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2000 page 94. Hurley, 2001
pages 81-82. Hurley, 2002 page 87. Hurley 2003 page 84. Hurley, 2012 page 60.

Update. In July 2019, Wexford County Council gave public notice of the publication of

its draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy, 2019-2024 (New Ross Standard, issue

dated 9 July 2019, page 81). The draft 136-page document (WCC, 2019) was open for

public consultation for a period of four weeks ending at 4pm on 9 August 2019. The

main thrustofthes t r at egy was the Council 6s proposed r e:
climate change is having on Wexford and its citizens both by planning for severe

weather events and making the Council and its communities more sustainable and

climate resilient. The main references in the strategy to the South Wexford Coast were

(1) that the Tacumshin Lake and Ballyteige Burrow areas are amongthei pr i mar y

areas of potenti al coast al(pagerdb)sanddthea i sk i n Cout
Ecostructure project (pages 75-76) as an eco-engineering solution to creating artificial

habitat to counter climate change. Otherwise, biodiversity issues were referred to either

the 34 actions de tBediversitgActionPlan B0A3-20kB orthe i | 6 s

National Parks and Wildlife Service.

6.2.7 The OSPAR Convention, 1992

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2000 page 95. Hurley, 2001 page
83. Hurley, 2007 page 93. Hurley, 2011 page 52.

6.2.8 The Access to Information Convention, 1998

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2012 page 61. Hurley, 2013 page 65. Hurley, 2016 page
46.

6.2.9 The Regulation of Whaling Convention, 1946

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2001 page 83.

6.2.10 The Pan-European Strategy, 1995

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 83. Hurley, 2003 page 85.

6.2.11 The European Landscape Convention, 2000

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2002 page 88. Hurley, 2003 page 85.

6.2.12 The London Convention, 1972

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2004 page 103.

6.2.13 The MARPOL Convention, 1973 and 1978

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2004 pages 103-104.

6.2.14 The World Heritage Convention, 1972

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2012 page 61.

6.3 ldentifying important areas and species

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2017 page 52.
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6.3.1 Important Bird Areas (IBAs)

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 70-71. Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2000
pages 95-96. Hurley, 2001 pages 83-84. Hurley, 2007 pages 94-96. Hurley, 2010 page 46. Hurley 2011, page 52.
Hurley, 2013 page 66. Hurley, 2016 page 47. Hurley, 2017 page 53. Hurley, 2018 page 48. Hurley, 2019 page 49.

6.3.2 Important habitat types

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 71. Hurley, 2000 page 96. Hurley, 2001 page 84. Hurley, 2006
pages 84-86. Hurley, 2007 page 96. Hurley, 2008 pages 77-78. Hurley, 2009 page 53. Hurley, 2010 page 46. Hurley,
2011 page 53.

6.3.3 Important marine areas

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 71. Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 81. Hurley, 2000 page
97. Hurley, 2001 page 84. Hurley, 2002 pages 89-90. Hurley, 2006 page 86. Hurley, 2007 pages 96-99. Hurley, 2008
page 78. Hurley, 2009 page 54. Hurley, 2010 page 46. Hurley, 2013 page 67. Hurley, 2019 page 49.

6.3.4 Areas of Scientific Interest (ASIs)

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2010 pages 47-51.

6.3.5 Natural Heritage Areas (NHAS)

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2010 pages 52-56. Hurley, 2013 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2014 pages 51-52.
Hurley, 2016 page 48.

6.3.5.1 NPWS: Ecosystems, habitats and species.
6.3.5.2 GSI: Geological and geomorphological

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2017 pages 54-58.

6.3.6 Areas of landscape importance

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 73. Hurley, 1998 page 30. Hurley, 1999 page 86. Hurley, 2000 page
97. Hurley, 2001 pages 85-86. Hurley, 2002 page 91. Hurley, 2003 page 87. Hurley, 2007 page 101. Hurley, 2009 page
54. Hurley, 2012 page 62. Hurley, 2013 page 70. Hurley, 2016 page 49. Hurley, 2018 page 49.
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Update. On 4 March 2019, a 45.38ha farm holding at Lacken, Duncormick, was
advertised for sale with an asking price of
e u840, 000. The sale featured i
Duncormick Maria Pepper published in the online issue of
) the Wexford People dated 9 March 2019. The
sale also featured nationally in the farming
press. The property was brought to market
and sold by Kehoe & Associates, on the
instructions of the representatives of the late
Brendan Cullen. The farm laid out in one
block, divided into 11 fields with extensive
road frontage on its eastern side. On its
southern side, the farm adjoined the Ballyteige Burrow Natura 2000 site. (Sources:
https://www.myhome.ie/commercial/brochure/c-112-acre-farm-holding-at-lacken-
duncormick-wexford/4315803, https://www.kehoeproperty.com/property/c-112-acre-
farm-holding-at-lacken-duncormick-co-wexford/ and
https://property.breakingnews.ie/commercial/brochure/c-112-acre-farm-holding-at-
lacken-duncormick-wexford/4315803). All of both the subject site and the entire

townl and of Lacken are included within the bour
6Landscapes of GBeatee: SMapi NoviLiBydHifled OLand:
Assessment & | ocated between page 335 and page :

County Development Plan
(https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/sites/default/files/content/Planning/WexCoPlan13-
19/Volumel.pdf). Volume 3 also refers
(https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/sites/default/files/content/Planning/WexCoPlan13-
19/Volume3.pdf).

The lands were sold. During the late summer and/or early autumn of 2019 long lengths
of hedgerow were grubbed out at the farm by the new owner. On 8 October 2019, Jim
Hur | ey 0 pHBEndgronenentaltinmpact Assessment (EIA) Section of the Department
at Johnstown Castle 053 916 3444 enquiring regarding the removal of hedgerows. He
was advised to put his query in writing and did so that day. He enquired if the removal
of the hedgerows and other landscape features was subject to EIA, the threshold being
500m, and, if it was, where he might have sight of the relevant files.

He had a reply by email two days later (10 October) advisingthatit her e wer e t wo
approved EIA applications in respect of the lands outlined in your letter. DAFM website

is due to be updated in respect Mndfuth&th® appl i c:
register on the DAFM website gives very scant information (see 6.4.4), he asked again

if he could have sight of the relevant files. He was advised to apply under Freedom of

Information (FOI) legislation and did so to see if the works carried out required EIA.

Two files, with all personal information redacted, were made available to him both by
email and by post by Mandy Murphy, Assistant Principal Officer, Nitrates, Biodiversity &
Engineering Division, Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine, Johnstown Castle,
Co Wexford. The files showed that the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)
was consulted and advised that the trees around the old farmhouse should be retained
as Grey Herons and Little Egrets nested in them.

In light of what happened, Jim Hurley wrote to the Minister requesting that the
screening decision procedure be reviewed. His letter was acknowledged the same day
(Figure 11).
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SWC Promotions 1

Grange, Kilmore, Co Wexford. Y35 YN35
Landline: 053 912 9671. Mobile 086 163 7199.
Email: swc@eircom.net

N
!

SWC Promotions: promoting the natural heritage resource values of the South Wexford Coast.

25 November 2019
Minister Michael Creed, TD,

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine,
Agriculture House

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

DO2 WK12

Re: Your file Ref Nos: AIE/19/053, 2019/EIA/29 and 2019/EIA/30

Dear Minister,

The file reference numbers listed above refer to applications made to your Department
for Screening Decisions under Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations
regarding the removal of 915m of hedgerow from a recently-purchased farm at Lacken,
Duncormick, Co Wexford (location map attached). The reasons given in the
applications by the new landowner were that significant hedgerow removal and land
restructuring were needed to “facilitate modern day machinery and ensure fertiliser &
pesticide inputs are used more efficiently”. Your Department screened out the need for
EIA and granted permission for the proposed works to proceed.

Since the farm in question has an area of 45.38ha (112 acres) in one compact block
that was formerly divided into 11 fields, the fields were already large (average 4ha or
10 acres approximately). The removal of 915m of hedgerow and the restructuring of
the land has resulted in the creation of large featureless areas and significant changes
to the character of the local landscape.

The hedgerows in question have now been removed so nothing further can be done in
that regard. The purpose of this letter is to ask you to initiate a review to ensure that
any such applications made in the future are subject to more rigorous scrutiny and
consultation in light of the following that | see as weaknesses in your Department’s
screening procedure regarding the farm at Lacken.

1. The length of hedgerow involved was 915m. Two applications were made; both
dated 24 May 2019: one for 535m (2019/EIA/29) and one for 380m (2019/E1A/30).
Each application was deemed to have no significant impact. When asked if the
cumulative effect was likely to have a significant environmental impact (Criterion 3),
the answer given was ‘No’ without comment, explanation or evidence as to how
that conclusion was arrived at.

. continued/
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2. The farm at Lacken is in direct hydrological connection with the adjoining Ballyteige
Burrow Natura 2000 site (SAC IE000696 and SPA |IE004020) and the Ballyteige
Burrow statutory Nature Reserve. Land drainage impacts, if any, on the designated
sites from the adjoining farm are unknown.

3. When asked if the site was within a prime scenic area identified in the County
Development Plan (Criterion 17), the answer given was ‘No’ although the entire
farm is within a designated coastal ‘Landscape of Greater Sensitivity’ in the
Wexford County Development Plan 2013-2019 (Volume 1, - Map No 13 between
pages 335 and 336). In ‘Landscapes of Greater Sensitivity’ hedgerows are
specifically mentioned as significant landscape features. Furthermore, the entire
farm is located in the south coastal landscape unit (County Plan, Volume 3). When
asked if Wexford County Council was consulted (Criterion 18), the answer given
was again a perfunctory ‘No’, without comment or explanation.

4. As a compensatory measure for removing 915m of hedgerow at Lacken, the
developer offered to plant new hedgerow on leased land at some unknown
location. While that offer has laudable benefits in creating both new habitat for
nature conservation and a new source of carbon sequestration to combat global
warming, it does nothing to address the significant loss of the wealth of biodiversity
that the former hedgerows at Lacken supported.

While your statement of 6 March 2019 regarding the illegal removal of hedgerows was,
and still is, most welcome and heartening (copy attached), | feel that in the case
detailed above, by screening out the need for EIA for hedgerow removal, and by doing
so without interested parties who live in the area having knowledge of the proposed
works until they saw that the removal had been completed, your Department facilitated
the intensification of tillage farming on the south Wexford heritage coastline without
having due regard for policies seeking to conserve the natural heritage resource values
of that important coastal strip.

| trust these points will receive due consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Jim Hurley

Cc: Mandy Murphy, Assistant Principal Officer, DAFM Nitrates, Biodiversity & Engineering
Ciaran O’Keeffe, Principal Officer, NPWS
Tony Murray, Conservation Ranger for South Wexford, NPWS
John Carley, Director of Services — Environment, Wexford County Council
Niamh Lennon, Biodiversity Officer, Wexford County Council
Diarmuid Houston, Senior Planner, Wexford County Council
Karin Dubsky, Coastwatch
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Figure 1. Location map of the farm at Lacken, Duncormick.

(Drawing: Jim Hurley. Base map source: 2016 aerial image at
https://maps.wexford.ie/imaps/)

Notes on Figure 1.

» Red line = farm boundary.

» Green lines = Eight lengths of
hedgerow as detailed in the table (right).

» Yellow fill = Estuarine wetland; part of
Ballyteige Burrow Natura 2000 site
(SAC IE000696 and SPA 1E004020)
and Ballyteige Burrow statutory nature
reserve.

» Black = Western extremity of oyster
trestles in an unlicensed shellfish farm.

All of the area shown in Figure 1 is in
the south coastal ‘Landscape of Greater
Sensitivity’ unit.

DAFM file ref No Hedgerow Length

2019/EI1A/S/29 1-2 170m
3-4 90m
4-5 120m
6-7 155m

Subtotal | 535m
2019/EIA/S/30 A-B 110m
B-C 130m
B-D 100m
E-F 40m

Subtotal | 380m

TOTAL 915m
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By using this website, you consent to our use of cookies. For more information on cookies see our
privacy_policy page. Close

| An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
| Food and the Marine

Statement on lllegal Removal of Hedgerows

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael Creed, T.D., has issued a strong
reminder to farmers and advisors that hedgerows, trees in a line and drains / ditches are
designated as landscape features under Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition
(GAEC). Under GAEC 7 beneficiaries are obliged to retain and maintain designated

landscape features. Landscape features are eligible for payments under the Basic Payment
Scheme and other area based schemes.

In addition, field boundaries such as hedgerows, stone walls and clay banks are afforded
protection under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations (EIA) S.I. 456
of 2011 (as amended by S.I. No. 142 of 2013 and S.I. No. 407 of 2017). Any proposed land
restructuring works may require screening and approval by the Department of Agriculture, Food
and the Marine under the EIA regulations.

Where hedgerow removal has been deemed to have occurred in breach of EIA screening
requirements:

« Land will be subject to inspection by Department officials

* Reinstatement and / or mitigation works will be required and enforced and prosecution may
occur.

» Works carried out will be reported to relevant divisions within DAFM including the Basic
Payment Scheme

Note for Editors

Landscape Features under Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) 7 were
designated in 2009 and include:

Hedgerows including gappy hedgerows
Trees in a line
Drains and ditches

Combinations of hedge, drain and area within fence

They are eligible for payments under the Basic Payment Scheme and must be retained on the
holding.

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations (S.1. No. 407 of 2011 as

amended) set down clear requirements in respect of screening and approval of certain works on

farms including the removal of hedgerows. Guidance is available on the DAFM website and is
summarised below.

‘If the length of field boundary to be removed is greater than 500 metres or the area of lands to
be restructured by removal of field boundaries is above 5 ha then an application to DAFM for
screening is required.

Screening is also required

If the proposed activity is within, is near, or may affect a proposed Natural Heritage Area or
nature reserve;

If the proposed activity may have a significant effect on the environment. In assessing whether
the development is likely to have a significant effect on the environment, the person concerned
must consider matters such as the relative abundance of the habitat in the area (which may be

lost as a result of the proposed works), the environmental sensitivity of the areas likely to be
affected by the project (more detail is provided in the handbook). :

If the proposed activity is identified as ‘requiring consent’ or is a 'notifiable action’in a European
site (e.g. Special Area of Conservation or Special Protected Area), or an NHA. In such
circumstances, the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) may direct a landowner to apply
to DAFM for screening in the case of sub-threshold works that have been brought to their
attention (via notifiable actions system or otherwise) or :

If the proposed activity may impact on an archaeological monument, the National Monuments
Service may direct a landowner to apply for screening in the case of sub-threshold works that
have been brought to their attention’.

ENDS
Date Released: 06 March 2019
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Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Dublin 2.

Oifig an Aire Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara, Baile Atha Cliath 2.

25November 2019

Mr. Jim Hurley

SWC Promotions
Grange

Kilmore

Co. Wexford Y35 YN35

PLEASE QUOTE REF NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE.
Our Ref: 2019/62639N /AS

Dear Mr. Hurley

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your recent correspondence addressed to the Minister for
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael Creed, TD concerning the Removal of
Hedgerows.

I'will bring your correspondence to the Minister’s attention as soon as possible. In the interim
I'have forwarded your correspondence for the attention of relevant Department officials.

Yours sincerely,

¥ Qe Lo

Graham Lennox
Private Secretary

All personal data processed by this Office will take place in accordance with the law on Data Protection and will only be for the purpose(s)
connected to the functions of the Office. Further information is available on the Department’s Data Protection page:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/dataprotection/

. Telephone: (01) 607 2884 LoCall 1890 200 510 Facsimile (01) 661 1013
E-mail minister@agriculture.gov.ie

Figure 11. Letter and acknowledgement dated 25 November 2019.
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6.3.7 Red lists

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2001 page 87. Hurley, 2003 pages 87-88. Hurley, 2012 page 62. Hurley, 2013
page 70. Hurley, 2017 page 58. Hurley, 2018 page 49.

Update. On 12 December 2019, a new Red List was published for the 27 terrestrial
species of mammals native to Ireland or naturalised in Ireland before 1500, including
the Grey Seal and Harbour Seal, which spend much of their time on land (Marnell et
al., 2019). The 56-page publication updated the former 2009 list and noted population
recovery for Red Squirrel, Otter and Leisler Bat.

6.3.8 High Nature Value (HNV) areas

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2018 page 50.

6.4 Implementing EU Directives

6.4.1 Introduction

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 2000 pages 97-98. Hurley, 2001 page 88. Hurley, 2002 page 92. Hurley, 2003
pages 88-89. Hurley, 2006 page 88.

6.4.2 The Birds Directive, 1979

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 74. Hurley, 1998 page 30. Hurley, 1999 pages 86-87. Hurley, 2000
pages 98 and 100. Hurley, 2001 pages 88-90. Hurley, 2002 page 93. Hurley, 2003 pages 89-92. Hurley, 2004 page
107. Hurley, 2005 page 98. Hurley, 2006 pages 89-95. Hurley, 2007 page 103. Hurley, 2008, page 80. Hurley, 2009
page 55. Hurley, 2010 pages 56-57. Hurley, 2011 pages 54-55. Hurley, 2013 page 71. Hurley, 2014 page 53. Hurley,
2015 page 54-56. Hurley, 2016 page 49. Hurley, 2018 page 50. Hurley, 2019 pages 46-47.

Updates
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Keeragh Islands 1. The following press report (Figure 12) was published regarding a

memorial erected on the Big Keeragh.

Cross erected in memory of Blake heroes

OVER a century after their death, nine
men who drowned in one of Ireland’s
worst sea disasters off the Co Wexford
coast have been remembered with a cross
erected on the Keeragh Islands in their
honour.

The nine men were part of the crew of
the Helen Blake lifeboat which sank in
1914. Although the relief fund set up fol-
lowing the disaster provided headstones
for the men, and paid for a monument in
Fethrd-on-Sea, until now there has been
nothing on the Keeraghs where the tragedy
took place.

" “It’s sad that there was no memorial
there to recognise their sacrifice and it’s

something we wanted to put right, said

Joanne Waters, who made the cross to-
gether with John Colfer and Gary Lacey,
three of the people working on the replica
of the lifeboat.

The metre high cross, made from Azobe
hardwood, is inscribed with the lifeboat’s
name and the date of the disaster and
can be seen clearly from the sea around
the islands.

(Source: New Ross Standard, issue dated 12 March 2019, page 5)

Keeragh Islands 2. Construction of a replica of the Helen Blake lifeboat was advanced
compl eted

and it was stated i On c e

KeeraghlIslands €é t o
27 August 2019, page 10).

The cross erected on the Keeragh Islands.

Those who lost their lives in the trage-

Patrick Cullen, Patrick Roche, Patrick

dy were Christopher Bird, William Bird, Stafford, James Morrissey and William
Thomas Handrick, Mlchael Handuck Banville, all from Fethard on Sea.

0

Figure 12. Cross erected on Keeragh Islands.

see

t he

é

t will be

Keeragh Islands 3. It was intended that the proposed trips to the Keeragh Islands in a
replica of the Helen Blake lifeboat would depart from Fethard where a new slipway
would be required (New Ross Standard, issue dated 29 October 2019, page 2).

6.4.3 The Habitats Directive, 1992

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 pages 74-75. Hurley, 1998 page 30. Hurley, 1999 pages 87-89. Hurley,
2000 pages 98-101. Hurley, 2001 pages 91-92. Hurley, 2002 pages 94-98. Hurley 2003 pages 93- 96. Hurley, 2004

page 108. Hurley, 2005 pages 98-103. Hurley, 2006 pages 96-97. Hurley, 2007 pages 104-107. Hurley, 2008 pages 81-
84. Hurley, 2009 pages 56-60. Hurley, 2010 pages 57-65. Hurley, 2011 pages 55-58. Hurley, 2012 pages 63-72. Hurley,

2013 page 72. Hurley, 2014 pages 53-59. Hurley, 2015 pages 57-58. Hurley, 2016 pages 50-52. Hurley, 2017 pages

59-81. Hurley, 2018 pages 50-56. Hurley, 2019 pages 46-47 and 51-57.

Updates

possi
s (Ngvin Rossdfandardy issue datedg e d y .
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Ballyteige Burrow. On 7 February 2019, cattle were feeding in a hind-dune field at S
958 048 with open access to the dunes. The animals were being fed from both a feeder
and a fodder crop via strip-grazing. A count based on an enlarged version of the
following panorama suggested that about 100 animals were present.

= il e ; 8

¢ ; =83 =

July 7 Inish and Ballyteige Slob. As happening in 2018, farmers pumped water for
irrigating potato crops from the drain 100m upstream from Saltmills (S 977 061). That
drain runs directly into the Ballyteige Channels. Since pumping allegedly led to
increased salinity, a dam was built across the drain to prevent seawater infiltration and
to impound the freshwater flow (image below). The dam was removed in mid-
September and the site reinstated.

Water was also pumped by tractor from a drainage channel at Ballycross Farm to
irrigate pumpkins (below left). The extraction pipe was located in a plastic box with slits
(below right) to avoid sucking up silt and/or vegetation.

7

R O T

Figure 13. Irrigation of agricultural crops.
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Saltee Islands. On 16 July 2019, public notice was given in the local press (Wexford
People, issue dated 16 July 2019, page 93) of the designation of the Saltee Islands
SAC No 000707 on foot of S | No 300/2019 - European Union Habitats (Saltee Islands
Special Area Of Conservation 000707) Regulations 2019
(http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2019/si/300/made/en/print#).

Arti

cle 17 report. On Wednesday 21 August 2019, three Article 17 reports were

published: Volume 1, Summary Overview [101 pages, 53.58 MB]; Volume 2, Habitats
Conservation Assessments [1128 pages, 51.02 MB] and Volume 3, Species
Conservation Assessments [985 pages, 36.49 MB] (NPWS, 2019a).

85% o f_ habitats _Weunfaa/_ourakdep © [Find by Vol [ Vol [ Vol

status6 wi th 70% being i mpact|youme 11 21| 3

agricultural practices (The Irish Times, issue dated 22 Hook 0l ol o

August 2019, page 2). Bannow ol 5] o0

The three volumes were queried with regard to the Keerag.h 0 010

eight Natura 2000 sites on the South Wexford Coast El il 0 = 0

; . . Saltee 0 0 0
with the result that four of the eight sites were = hi o 2 To
ioned by name (see table). ACUmSOA

mentione Lad yog 0 1 0

Bannow Bay. This site was mentioned five times with Carnsore 0] 0] O

regard to three habitats (once, once and three times).

U 1130 Estuaries. The site- Upgrades to the waste water infrastructure discharging into Bannow
based conservation Bay have been proposed by Irish Water. While this is not with the
assessment was recorded express purpose of improving 1420 habitat, it will have a positive
as OFavour abl eeffect by reducing eutrophication within Bannow Bay, which will
Bay (NPWS, 2019c page have the knock-on effect of reducing the production of algal mats.
22). Algal mats have been the cause of loss of 1420 habitat within

U 1140 Tidal mudflats. @ T h e Bannow Bay. The timing of this upgrade is uncertain, however,
bivalve Barnea candida, having been proposed as far back as 2011 in Variation No. 1 of the
also known as White County Wexford Development Plan 2007-2013 (Wexford County
piddock, is rarely recorded Council, 2011) and subsequently included in the Irish Water Capital
in Ireland and is recorded Investment Plan 2014-2016 (Wexford County Council, 2017). For this
from the intertidal at reason, it was not considered when assessing Future prospects for
Bannow Bay SAC and 1420 in this reporting period.

Gal way Bay CoONgom a jongterm standpoint, CNO2 Implement climate change
(NPWS, 2019c¢ page 31). adaptation measures is likely to be required to address the issue of

U 1240 Halophilous Scru.b- climate change. Sea level rise will impact negatively on 1420 area
See attached screen snip (Horton et al., 2018) and measures such as managed retreat may be
(NPWS, 2019c page 219). required to maintain 1420 area and Structure and functions.

Ballyteige Burrow. This site

was mentioned with four times, once each with regard to four habitats.

i

i

i

i

1210 Drift lines. Habitat formerly mapped as 1210 was deleted following 2017 resurvey
(Martin, 2018) (NPWS, 2019c page 110).

1220 Perennial vegetation of stony banks. Habitat formerly mapped as 1210 was deleted

following 2017 resurvey (Martin, 2018) (NPWS, 2019c page 125).

1240 Halophilous scrub. Grazing was noted with regard to the SAMFHIRES project but
was not regarded an issue for 1240 (NPWS, 2019c page 127).

1250 Decalcified dune heath*. No evidence of the presence of this habitat was found
following 2017 resurvey (Martin, 2018) (NPWS, 2019c¢ page 302).

Tacumshin Lake and LThebgtdcssites wereanentionddavikthe
regard to 1150 coastal lagoons. The national status of the 89 waterbodies was

as
to

i

sessed as OBAD6 with a trend that decl
6deteriorating6 i n WShel9apagesld8antd80y. epor t

iThe boundary for Tacumshin Lake was modi fied

ar eas be (NEWS, 20&9c gage 46).
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http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2019/si/300/made/en/print

U ADrainage was an issue in two sites (NPW§cumshin anc
2019c page 54).

O fiErosion of, or damage to, the barrier é impacts &
T a c u ms h(NAWSg 2D19c page 56).
O iFor some sites (Tacumshin é and Ladyods | sland Lak

have arisen but progress to resolve themi s s (NBWS, 2019c page 54).

Lady ds | s lSaespecific ackiservation objectives were posted online for
Ladyods | s(httesnidwwlnawis.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO000704.pdf) dated 23 April 2019. The position
regarding conservation objectives for Natura 2000 sites on the South Wexford Coast is
updated below (Table 9 for SACs and Table 10 for SPAS).
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https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000704.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000704.pdf

Designation of the Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Site name = ific C Ao G
Iite-specitic conservation Jectives
i Date of .
Site code . Enabling Statutory Instrument
designated
Hook Head 15 November 2017 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2017/si/509/madefen/pdf | MRS/ wWww.npws.ie/sites/defaultfiles/protected-
IE000764 D. : - B sites/conservation objectives/CO000764.pdf
Bannow Bay y L . https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
IE000697 9 October 2018 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/420/made/en/pdf sites/conservation_objectives/CO000697.pdf

Ballyteige Burrow
IE000696

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation _objectives/CO000696.pdf

Saltee Islands
IE000707

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation _objectives/CO000707.pdf

Tacumshin Lake

9 October 2018

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/422/made/en/pdf

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-

|IE000709 sites/conservation objectives/CO000709.pdf
Ladyds | sl . S . i
14 May 2018 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/292/made/en/pdf h_ttps.//www.np\_/vs.|e/s|_tes/_defauIt/f|Ies/protected

IE000704 sites/conservation_objectives/CO000704.pdf

Carnsore Point
IE002269

12 October 2016

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2016/si/530/made/en/pdf

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-

sites/conservation _objectives/C0O002269.pdf

Table 9. Summary position regarding SACs, 27 September 2019.
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http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2017/si/509/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000764.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000764.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/420/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000697.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000697.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000696.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000696.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000707.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000707.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/422/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000709.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000709.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/292/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000704.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000704.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2016/si/530/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO002269.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO002269.pdf

Bannow Bay
IE004033

15 November 2011

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/592/made/en/pdf

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-
sites/conservation_objectives/CO004033.pdf

Keeragh Islands
IE004118

19 February 2010

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/68/made/en/pdf

Ballyteige Burrow

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-

IE004020 30 July 2010 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/383/made/en/pdf sites/conservation_objectives/CO004020.pdf
Saltee Islands - o . https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-

IE004002 4 June 2010 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/274/made/en/pdf sites/conservation_obijectives/CO000707.pdf
Tacumshin Lake

29 May 2012 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2012/si/178/made/en/pdf

IE004092
Ladyods | sl

IE004009 19 February 2010 | http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/69/made/en/pdf

Table 10. Summary position regarding SPAs, 27 September 2019.
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http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2011/si/592/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO004033.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO004033.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/68/made/en/pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/383/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO004020.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO004020.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/274/made/en/pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000707.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/conservation_objectives/CO000707.pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2012/si/178/made/en/pdf
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2010/si/69/made/en/pdf

6.4.4 The EIA Directive, 1997

References to earlier reports. Hurley, 1997 page 75. Hurley, 1999 page 89. Hurley, 2000 page 102. Hurley, 2001
page 92. Hurley, 2002 page 98. Hurley, 2003 page 97. Hurley, 2004 page 109. Hurley, 2011 pages 58-59. Hurley, 2012
pages 73-74. Hurley, 2013 page 73. Hurley, 2015 page 58. Hurley, 2018 page 56. Hurley, 2019 page 56.

Updates

Strong reminder. On 6 March 2019, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine (DAFM) issued a strong reminder to farmers and advisors that hedgerows,
trees in a line and drains/ditches are designated as landscape features under Good
Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) and that field boundaries such as
hedgerows, stone walls and clay banks are afforded protection under the
Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations (Source:
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-

Room/Releases/Statement _on_lllegal Removal of Hedgerows.html).

Specific cases. The DAFM maintains a Register of EIA Screening Application
Decisions. On 8 October 2019, the register comprised the following seven files (Table
11).

Table 11. EIA Screening Application Decisions, 2018.

(Source:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ruralenvironmentsustainability/environmentalimpactassessment/r
eqisterofeiascreeningapplicationdecisions/)

The register on the DAFM website gives six items of information as illustrated by the
following random example.

The register contains references to the South Wexford Coast, for example, an

app!l i c aRieldBoundaresrembvald Gehstown was approved on 28/02/2017
(Ref No EIA-S-010) w h e €oenmnencing to use uncultivated landé Reédstown was
rejected on 28/09/2017 (Ref No EIA-S-047). In the period January 2018 to November
2018, 55 applications regarding field boundary removals were processed nationally,
nine (16%) from Co Wexford. All nine were approved. None of the nine referred to the
South Wexford Coast.

Case study. For details regarding screening for EIA see paragraph number 6.3.6
above regarding landscapes at Lacken, Duncormick.
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https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/Statement_on_Illegal_Removal_of_Hedgerows.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/Releases/Statement_on_Illegal_Removal_of_Hedgerows.html
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ruralenvironmentsustainability/environmentalimpactassessment/registerofeiascreeningapplicationdecisions/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/ruralenvironmentsustainability/environmentalimpactassessment/registerofeiascreeningapplicationdecisions/

































































































































































































