Bird flu concerns as atleast 10 dead
swans discovered at Lady’s Island

Tests being
carried out by
Department of
Agriculture

CILLIAN BOGGAN

The discoveryofanumber of dead
swans along the shores of Lady’s
Island Lake, has sparked concerns
that the avian influenza outbreak
-which hasalreadybeen detected
in commercial turkeyflocksin Co
Carlow and Co Meath - may be
spreading in Wexford.

The National Parks and Wildlife
Servicewhich has responsibility for
the area, has informed the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and tests are
being undertaken to establish the
cause of death of atleast 10 swans.

NaturalistJim Hurley, one of the
county’s foremost environmental
campaigners says, that it is “un-
known” if it is linked to the bird
flue outbreak and that “samples
have been sent for testing”

Cllr Ger Carthy, who lives in the
area, says “ithas been going on for
thelastweek and a half. There are
probablymore then 10 swans dead
onthelake”

He believes the response has

been “slow” and “there are three or
four dead swanswho have been left
there for a number of days.”

Amandatoryhousing order for
the poultry population in the Re-
publicwill comeintoeffect on Mon-
day,while one has alreadybeenin
place in Northern Ireland since
Thursday.

“Imade contact yesterdaywith
the Minister for Agriculture,” said
Clir Carthy.“Theresponse I got to-
day was that he has spoken with
the veterinary team and that he
has been informed that they will
be tested”

Bird Flu is carried by migrant
birds,and Wexfordis atgreaterrisk
than other parts of the countrydue
to the diverse species which visit
the county.

“For commercial operators, this
istheirlivelihood. But we also have
adutyof care toreduce the spread
of this forwildlifeunder the habitat
directive. Whois ultimatelyrespon-
sible?” said Cllr Carthy.

“We have rangers on Lady’s I's-
land Lakewho are employed by the
National Parks and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Jurisdiction for testing lies
with the Department of Agricul-
ture. One doesn’t have a rank on
the other and can't force them to
get theiract together.

“Here we are in the middle of

Thelagoon at Lady’s Island ake in Wexford.

bureaucracy on top of more bu-
reaucracy andwe're no better off,”
added Cllr Carthy.

Earlier this year a report by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA)found that the lake was “one
ofthemostpollutedlagoons™inIre-
land and had undergone a “signif-
icant ecological deterioration” in
the past 40 years due to “agricul-
tural nitrate pollution”.

The report also revealed that
around 60 tonnes of nitrogen en-
ter thelake annually and that high

levels of nitrogen and phosphorus
have been deposited on the bed of
the lake since the 1980s.

Speaking inJune, Wexford Green
Party representative Peadar Mc-
Donald also highlighted issues
with the lake.

“Thelakeis aunique Special Area
of Conservation and Special Pro-
tection Area, but it's not being pro-
tected,” Mr McDonald said.

“Itsone of the most nutrient pol-
luted lakes in the country, mainly
duetoabout 60 tonnes of nitrogen

entering the lake annually, as indi-
cated inarecent EPAreport.1505
tonnes of nitrogen and 127 tonnes
of phosphorusare estimated to be
retained at in the bed of the lake
and as a result, we've seen severe
damage to native plants and fish.

“The problem has been well-
known for decades now, yet there
has been alack of effective action
by the relevant authorities to tack-
le the problem.”

The Department of Agriculture
have been contacted foran update.



