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Summary

Ladyds I sland Lake is a natur al heritage

southeast corner of Ireland. It is among the largest and most important lagoon habitats
in Ireland. It is also of international importance; it is a priority habitat type annexed in
the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), and it supports the second largest breeding
colony of Roseate Terns in Europe. The lake is drained regularly to prevent and/or to
relieve flooding. That drainage activity results in significant changes in water level.

These changes in water | evel have consequent

resource values. The reporttittedWat er Level at Lady®e | sl
(Hurley, 1997) presented water level data collected during the 12-year period extending
from September 1984 to September 1996 together with an overview of the natural
history of the site and other relevant items regarding the state of the environment. The
impacts of water level changes on the natural heritage resource values were discussed
from a nature conservation and resource management point-of-view and in a
contextual framework regarding the South Wexford Coast heritage coastline. The
report was a contribution towards the advancement of the sustainable development of
the area in that it laid the foundation for the drafting of both water level and water
guality management plans. It also laid the foundation for an integrated coastal zone
management strategy for Lady's Island Lake, its catchment and the coastal cell that
supports the barrier-lagoon-catchment system.

The above-mentioned report (Hurley, 1997) was updated via a series of subsequent
annual reports (Hurley, 1998 - Hurley, 2025). This report (Hurley, 2026) provides an
update for the calendar year 2025. Each section of this report may contain up to four of
the following items, as appropriate.

References : Page numbers are given to reference entries in earlier reports.

Corrigenda :  Errors and/or inaccuracies in the earlier reports may be listed.

Relevant information not included in, or that came to hand after the

Addenda : publication of, the earlier reports may be given.

Significant developments that occurred during the previous calendar

Updates : year may be detailed in diary style.
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5.9 Climate and Weather
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References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 25. Hurley, 2000 page 35 (Section 5.9.2). Hurley, 2001 page 23.
Hurley, 2002 pages 22-25. Hurley, 2003 pages 25-31. Hurley, 2004 pages 27-30. Hurley, 2005 pages 27-30. Hurley,
2006 pages 30-35. Hurley, 2007 pages 28-33. Hurley, 2008 pages 22-25. Hurley, 2009 pages 17-18. Hurley, 2010 page
16. Hurley, 2011 pages 18-19. Hurley, 2012 page 19. Hurley, 2013 pages 24-26. Hurley, 2014 page 18. Hurley, 2015
page 16. Hurley, 2016 page 17. Hurley, 2017 page 17. Hurley, 2018 page 16. Hurley, 2019 page 18. Hurley, 2021 page
20. Hurley, 2023 page 20.

5.9.2 Climate change

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 25 (last two paragraphs). Hurley, 1998 page 18. Hurley, 2000 pages
35-36. Hurley, 2001 page 24. Hurley, 2002 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2003 pages 32-33. Hurley, 2004 page 31. Hurley, 2005
page 31. Hurley, 2006 page 36. Hurley, 2007 page 34. Hurley, 2008 pages 26-27. Hurley 2009, pages 19-20. Hurley,
2010 pages 16-17. Hurley, 2011 page 19. Hurley, 2012 page 20. Hurley, 2013 page 26. Hurley, 2014 page 18. Hurley,
2015 page 17. Hurley, 2016 page 18. Hurley, 2018 page 17. Hurley, 2020 page 21. Hurley, 2021 pages 21-22. Hurley,
2022 page 23. Hurley, 2023 pages 20-21. Hurley, 2024 pages 22-23.

Update s

Impacts at Ladyods | Theimpaas olclnate change on the lagoon at
Ladyods I sl an

Change Impact Result
Increased winter rainfall Causing water level in the lagoon to
rise due to fluvial flooding Need to breach more
Sea level rise; predicted | Causing water level in the lagoon to frequently
tobe 0.5t0 1m rise due to saline groundwater
Increased storminess Increased coastal erosion a) Barrier retreating
northwards
b) Barrier being
breached
Tablel. The i mpacts of climate change on Ladyés | sl

(Sour ce: eDd.,Q024, page 8)

SAPs. On 17 November 2025, the Department of Housing, Local Government and

Heritage published Sectoral Adaptation Plans (SAPSs) identifying the risks posed by

climate change and to safeguard the areas of Water Quality, Water Services

Infrastructure, Built & Archaeological Heritage, and Biodiversity against its impacts. The

planswer e publ i shed as part of the Government s
which sets out the objective of transitioning to a climate-resilient and environmentally

sustainable economy by 2050 (https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-housing-local-
government-and-heritage/publications/sectoral-adaptation-planning/).

5.9.3 Extremes of weather

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2014 page 19. Hurley, 2022 page 24. Hurley, 2023 pages 21-22. Hurley, 2024 page
23.

5.10 Coastal hydrography
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5.10.1 Characteristics of the inshore waters

References to earlier reports

. Hurley, 1997 page 27. Hurley, 2000 page 36. Hurley, 2001 pages 24-25. Hurley, 2004

page 32. Hurley, 2005 page 32. Hurley 2009, page 20. Hurley, 2010 page 17. Hurley, 2011 page 20. Hurley, 2012
pages 20-22. Hurley, 2014 page 19. Hurley, 2016 page 19. Hurley, 2017 page 18. Hurley, 2018 page 17. Hurley, 2019
page 19. Hurley, 2020 page 21. Hurley, 2021 pages 22-23. Hurley, 2022 page 24.

5.10.2 Marine climatology

References to earlier reports
page 18.

Update

. Hurley, 2001 pages 25-26. Hurley, 2004 page 32. Hurley, 2016 page 19. Hurley, 2017

A front-page press report highlighted the cause of a marine heatwave (The Irish Times,
issue dated 23 May 2025, page 1)

in waters ¢

SEANDUKE =

Sea temperatures off the west-

ern and.southern coasts of Ire- -
' land are above normal and con-
._-bylngh—pressm eweather condi-

‘stitute a marine heatwave, cli-
:matologlsts have said.

- UK Met Office data phced_
the marme heatwaveatthe “ex-
treme” end of the spectrum, -

said, and below average winds,
- generally coming from an east—

-w1th sea surface temperatures
' up to4 degrees above normal..

“*Yes, itis amarine’ heatwave
current]y, said Paul Moore, a
of seas around.us warming up
“atan increased rate, leading to

climatologist at Met Eireann, -

" “This background war’min"g'
“isalways there, but when atmos- -

‘pheric conditions are favoura-
‘ble, as they have been in our re-

gion during spring, this can en-

hance the warming inlocalised
areas, leading to marine heai-
waves,”

Data showing above average
temperatures has- been con-
firmed from a number of sourc-
es, including figures gathered

5.11 The barrier
5.11.1 Overview

References to earlier reports
page 27.

5 by. ’.Eiur-of)e’s

Copermcus
earth-monitoring satellite, and
the Irish Marine Data Buoy Ob-
sewation Network,

“This spring was dominated

tions, mostly just to the north of

- Ireland and -Britain, said Mr

Moore.: Thls has resulted in
above average sunshine, he

erlydirection, . -
“This has led to the top laye;

the sea surface temperatures
weareseeingnow.”

‘Thelast time Ireland had sea
surface temperatures this high

- wasinJune 2023.

“This followed a very dry and
sunny period during the second
half of May and early June that
year. Research has linked the
marine heatwave thentothere- .
cord warm June in both Ireland

5.11.2 Structure of the barrier

References to earlier reports

5.11.3 Origin of the barrier

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 pages 29.

and the UK.”

The reason the west and
south coasts had been most af-
fected, said Mir Moore, was be-
cause of the mostly easterly
winds those areas experienced

_during May. These easterlies

carry warmer air off the land,

) and this warms the sea faster,

‘Marine heatwaves have had
“devastating consequences”

“other parts of the world over

the last few years, said Moore.

~ “They can potentially cause
widespread bleaching -of coral
reefs, the proliferation of harm-
ful algal blooms, the displace-
ment of marine species, and the

_disru'ption of . entire. food

chains.”

Dr Manuela Truebano, from
the school of biological and ma-
rine sciences at the University
of Plymouth, said the marine
heatwaveis “unprecedented be-
cause it 1s happening so eaily in
the year

. Hurley, 1997 pages 27-28. Hurley, 1998 page 18. Hurley, 2000 page 37. Hurley, 2013

. Hurley, 1997 pages 28-29. Hurley, 1999 page 30. Hurley, 2000. Hurley, 2013 page 27.
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5.11.4 Transgressive nature of the barrier

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 29-30. Hurley, 1999 page 30. Hurley, 2007 page 36. Hurley, 2013
pages 28-29. Hurley, 2022 page 25.

5.11.5 Impacts of the barrier

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 30. Hurley, 1998 page 18.

5.11.6 Coastal erosion and protection
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 26. Hurley, 2002 page 29. Hurley, 2005 page 38. Hurley, 2007 page

37. Hurley 2008, pages 29-32. Hurley, 2009 pages 21-23. Hurley, 2010 page 18. Hurley, 2012 page 23. Hurley, 2013
page 30. Hurley, 2014 page 20. Hurley, 2015 pages 18-19. Hurley, 2017 page 19. Hurley, 2018 page 18. Hurley, 2020
page 22. Hurley, 2021 page 24. Hurley, 2022 page 26. Hurley, 2024 page 24. Hurley, 2025 page 20.
Addendum . On 26 April 2023, a climate change risk assessment for Co Wexford was
published (RPS, 2023). The assessment identifie
four of which were located on the South

‘é‘* Wexford Coast. The four mapped zones

\\( appear to be at (1) Newtown, Fethard, (2)
hllmore Quay “Camsore Point Cullenstown, (3) Ballyteige Burrow, and (4)

Hoiﬂ\ Head 5 Ballygrangans to the White Hole (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Erosion risk zones on the South Wexford Coast.
(Source: RPS, 2023. Extract of Figure 6-4 on page 24)

Update s

Ballyhealy . In a press feature regarding coastal erosion at Ballyhealy, Kilmore, local
farmer Chris Fortune, who was interviewed, claimed that the shoreline of his land had
r e ¢ e d efile obsix méiresd s i tlesterm af April 20236 .Wexford People, issue
dated 22 January 2025, pages 8-9).

South Wexford Coast . On 11 May 2025, the Office of Public Works (OPW) published
the Irish Coastal Protection Strategy Study - Phase 3 - South Coast (Carnsore Point to
Bantry Bay), Work Package 9A - Strategic Assessment of Coastal Flooding Extents -
Future Scenario. Two sets of flood maps were produced: Mid-Range Future Scenario
(Parts 1 to 13) and High End Future Scenario (Parts 1 to 14)
(https://www.gov.ie/ga/oifig-na-noibreacha-poibl%C3%AD/bailiuchain/irish-coastal-
protection-strategy-study-phase-3-south-coast-2/).

5.12 Geomorphology

This section describes the lagoon (Section 5.12.1), gives its probable origin (Section
5.12.2) and placename (Section 5.12.3), and lists its islands (Section 5.12.4) and
associated wetlands (Section 5.12.5).

5.12.1 Description of the lagoon

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 30-31 (Section 5.12). Hurley, 1999 page 31 (Section 5.12) and
pages 34-35 (Section 5.12.6). Hurley, 2000 page 41 (Section 5.12) and page 42 (Section 5.12.6). Hurley, 2001 pages
26-27. Hurley, 2203 page 35. Hurley, 2204 pages 34-35. Hurley, 2008 pages 32-34. Hurley, 2013 page 31.

5.12.2 Origin of the lagoon

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 31. Hurley, 1999 pages 32-33.

5.12.3 Origin of the placename
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 31-32. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 page 34. Hurley, 2000
pages 41-42. Hurley, 2001 page 27. Hurley, 2005 page 34-35. Hurley, 2008 page 34.

5.12.4 Islands in the lagoon

References to earlier report.  Hurley, 1997 pages 32-33 and page 34.
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5.12.5 Associated wetlands

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 33.

5.13 Salinity

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 36-37. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 pages 36-37. Hurley,
2000 pages 42-43. Hurley, 2001 page 30. Hurley, 2005 pages 35-36. Hurley, 2013 pages 32.

Update . On 7 April 2025, Aoife Hennessy, Clerical Officer, Environment Section,
Wexford County Council, f orwar c y
Island Lake Drainage Committee, an email from Hazel Doyle,

NPWS District Conservation Officer, advisingthatiit h e NP W:
Science Advice and Research Directorate team from Dublin are
planning to instal./l € salinity
t hi s toegetkekwith the attached image.

On 8 April 2025, Jim Hurley emailed Hazel Doyle seeking further
information regarding the salinity monitoring devices. Details were
promptypr ovi ded by Dr Nor ma OO0Hea,
Advice and Research Directorate, NPWS, via Hazel Doyle.

mbers of

ng equi |

ol ogi st |,

The salinity monitoring devices are sondes. [A sonde is defined as
Afan instrument probe that autor
about its surroundings from an inaccessible location, such as
underground ofSawnmrdes waGea@l ebds
provided by Oxford Languages)]. During the second week of April
2025, four sondes were deployed in Ladyoés 1| sl ar
north, one central, and two south (Figure 2). Additional sondes and buoys may be

deployed at a later stage. The initial programme is a 12-month monitoring project.

transmi

di ctiona

] Kilometers

Figure 2. Locations where the sondes are deployed.

(Source: Dr. Norma OO6Heeze
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The devices-Sused Aguea dIr o htths://iI5-00 sondesod
situ.com/pub/media/support/documents/aquatroll-500-600-700-800-spec-sheet-Itr-
en.pdf). The sondes have sensors that record temperature and conductivity. Salinity is
calculated to 0.1psu accuracy from these two recorded parameters and the information
is transmitted and/or stored every hour for processing.

5.14 Soils

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 38. Hurley, 1999 page 38. Hurley, 2000 page 43. Hurley, 2001
pages 27-28. Hurley, 2002 page 30. Hurley, 2003 page 36. Hurley 2007, page 39. Hurley, 2011 page 22. Hurley, 2015
page 20.

5.15 Kingdom Algae

5.15.1 Introduction to the group

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 page 118 (Section 11.16). Hurley, 2000 page 126. Hurley, 2003 page 36.
Hurley, 2005 page 37. Hurley, 2011 page 22. Hurley, 2017 page 20. Hurley, 2020 page 23.

5.15.2 Algal blooms in the lagoon

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 38. Hurley, 1999 pages 118-119. Hurley, 2003 page 37.

5.15.3 Algal blooms in the sea

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 38. Hurley, 1999 page 40. Hurley, 2000 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2001
page 28. Hurley, 2002 page 31. Hurley, 2003 page 37. Hurley, 2005 page 38. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2007 page
40. Hurley, 2022 page 27.

5.15.4 Seaweeds

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 39. Hurley, 2000 pages 45-46. Hurley, 2002 page 32. Hurley, 2003
page 37. Hurley, 2004 pages 37-38. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2007 page 41. Hurley, 2009 page 24. Hurley, 2015
page 21. Hurley, 2017 pages 21-22. Hurley, 2019 page 20. Hurley, 2023 page 23. Hurley, 2025 page 21.

5.16 Kingdom Fungi

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 pages 40-41. Hurley, 2002 page 32. Hurley, 2003 page 37. Hurley, 2005
page 39. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2011 page 23. Hurley, 2021 page 25.

5.17 Lichens

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 39. Hurley, 1999 page 40. Hurley 2000 page 46. Hurley, 2003 page
38. Hurley, 2005 page 40. Hurley, 2006 page 41. Hurley, 2009 page 25. Hurley, 2011 page 23.

5.18 Mosses and Liverworts Phylum Bryophyta

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 46. Hurley, 2001 page 29. Hurley, 2002 page 33. Hurley, 2003 page
38. Hurley, 2005 page 40. Hurley, 2006 page 42. Hurley, 2007 page 42. Hurley, 2008 page 36. Hurley, 2011 page 23.
Hurley, 2016 page 21. Hurley, 2019 page 20.

5.19 Ferns and their allies Phylum Pteridophyta

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2003 page 38. Hurley, 2006 page 42.

5.20 Seed plants Phylum Spermatophyta

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2003 pages 38-39. Hurley 2005, page 41. Hurley, 2006 page 43. Hurley, 2014
page 22. Hurley, 2015 page 21. Hurley, 2016 page 22. Hurley, 2017 page 23.

Sections follow regarding surveys, censusing, etc., (Section 5.20.1) and vegetation
types in the Lady's Island Lake area (Section 5.20.2). These comprise aquatic, dune,
stony lake shore, muddy shore, marsh, stream, and farmland vegetation types. Impacts
of water level on vegetation (Section 5.20.3), rare plants (Section 5.20.4) and drift
seeds (Section 5.20.5) are also addressed.

5.20.1 Surveys, censusing, etc.

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 39-40. Hurley, 2000 pages 46-49. Hurley, 2003 pages 39-40.
Hurley, 2005 page 41. Hurley, 2006 page 43. Hurley, 2007 pages 43-44. Hurley, 2009 page 25. Hurley, 2010 page 20.
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Hurley, 2011 page 24. Hurley, 2012 page 25. Hurley, 2017 page 23. Hurley, 2018 pages 20-21. Hurley, 2019 page 21.

Hurley, 2020 page 24. Hurley, 2022 page 28. Hurley, 2024 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2025 page 22.

5.20.2 Vegetation types

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2004 page 39. Hurley, 2007 page 44.

Vegetation in the study area at
types (5.20.2.1 to 5.20.2.7).

5.20.2.1 Aquatic vegetation

Ladyos

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 40-41. Hurley, 1999 page 41. Hurley, 2000 page 49. Hurley, 2001

page 30.

5.20.2.2 Dune vegetation

Reference to earlier report . Hurley, 1997 pages 41-42.

5.20.2.3 Stony lake shore vegetation
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 42. Hurley, 1999 page 42.

5.20.2.4 Muddy shore vegetation

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 42.

5.20.2.5 Marsh vegetation

Reference to earlier report . Hurley, 1997 pages
42-43.

5.20.2.6 St tati PRe LAl

.2V.c. ream vegetation

Reference to earlier report. Hurlgy, 1997 page 43. WEXFORD

5.20.2.7 Farmland vegetation COAST IRELAND

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 43.

5.20.3 Impacts of water
level on vegetation

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997
pages 43-44. Hurley, 1999 page 42.

5.20.4 Rare plants

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997
pages 44-49. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999
page 43. Hurley, 2000 pages 50-52. Hurley, 2001
page 31. Hurley, 2002, page 35. Hurley, 2003
page 41. Hurley, 2004 page 41. Hurley, 2005 page
43. Hurley, 2006 page 45. Hurley, 2007 page 46.
Hurley, 2008 page 38. Hurley, 2009 pages 26-27).
Hurley, 2010 page 21. Hurley, 2012 page 26.
Hurley, 2014 pages 23-24. Hurley, 2015 page 23.
Hurley, 2024 pages 28-29. Hurley, 2025 page 23.

Addendum . The extent of the stand

of Cottonweed at The Cut a t Lad
Island Lake in the early 1990s is
shown on the cover of a 1994
publication (Hurley, 1994).

TELECOM
EIREANN

Update . On 3 December 2025, the BBC reported that Natural England was
reintroducing Cottonweed to Sinah Common, a site of special scientific interest on
Hayling Island in the borough of Havant in the county of Hampshire on the south coast
of England. The species had been recorded growing there 400 years ago. The Rare
British Plants Nursery, a specialist nursery which cultivates some of the rarest, most
threatened native plants for habitat restoration schemes, grew hundreds of young

Cottonweed specimens sourced from stock in Co Wexford (Source:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5yjg6x5v1xo).
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5.20.5 Drift seeds

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 49. Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 pages 43-44. Hurley 2000
pages 53-54. Hurley, 2001 page 31.

5.21 Invertebrates in the lagoon

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 50 (1st paragraph). Hurley, 1998 page 19. Hurley, 1999 page 44.
Hurley, 2001 page 31. Hurley, 2005 page 44. Hurley, 2011 pages 25-26. Hurley, 2013 page 35. Hurley, 2014 page 25.
Hurley, 2021 page 27.

This is a hold-all section for items of a general nature and/or items not covered by any
of the sections below dedicated to taxonomic groups.

5.22 Invertebrates in the sea

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 50 (2nd paragraph). Hurley, 2000 page 62. Hurley, 2001 page 31.
Hurley, 2003 pages 42-43. Hurley, 2005 page 44. Hurley, 2006 page 46. Hurley, 2015 page 24. Hurley, 2018 page 22.
Hurley, 2020 page 25.

This is a hold-all section for items of a general nature and/or items not covered by any
of the sections below dedicated to taxonomic groups.

5.23 Jellyfishes Phylum Cnidaria

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 62-64. Hurley, 2002 page 36. Hurley, 2003 page 44. Hurley, 2004
pages 43-44. Hurley, 2005 pages 46-49. Hurley, 2006 page 47. Hurley, 2007 pages 48-49. Hurley, 2008 page 40.
Hurley, 2010 page 22. Hurley, 2012 page 27. Hurley, 2014 page 25. Hurley, 2015 page 24. Hurley, 2016 page 23.
Hurley, 2017 page 25. Hurley, 2018 page 23. Hurley, 2019 page 22. Hurley, 2020 page 26. Hurley, 2021 page 28.
Hurley, 2025 page 23.

5.24 Molluscs Phylum Mollusca

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 64-67. Hurley, 2001 page. Hurley, 2002 pages 36-37. Hurley, 2003
page 44. Hurley, 2004 pages 45-47. Hurley, 2005 page 49. Hurley, 2006 pages 47-48. Hurley, 2007 page 49. Hurley,
2008 page 40. Hurley, 2009 page 28. Hurley, 2010 page 22. Hurley, 2011 page 27. Hurley, 2012 page 28. Hurley, 2013
page 35. Hurley, 2014 page 26. Hurley, 2017 page 25. Hurley, 2022 page 29. Hurley, 2024 page 29.

5.25 Arthropods Phylum Arthropoda

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 page 44. Hurley, 2003 page 45.

The Irish fauna his phylum is representative of the following five major subphyla
(DAHGI, 1999 pages 113-114): Water bears Tardigrada (41 species), Chelicerata
(Section 5.26), Crustaceans Crustacea (see Sections 5.27-5.30), Myriapoda (38
species of Diplopods + 21 species of Chilopods) (Section 5.25.1) and Uniramia
(Sections 5.31-5.34).

5.25.1 Millipedes and centipedes Subphylum myriapods

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2012 pages 29-30. Hurley, 2013 page 36.

5.26 Spiders and their allies Class Arachnida

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 67. Hurley, 2001 page 33. Hurley, 2002 page 38. Hurley, 2003 page
45. Hurley, 2005 page 50. Hurley, 2009 pages 29-31. Hurley, 2010 page 23. Hurley, 2020 page 26. Hurley, 2023 page
25. Hurley, 2025 page 24.

5.27 Crustaceans Class Crustacea

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 page 20. Hurley, 2001 page 33. Hurley, 2002 page 38. Hurley 2003, page
46. Hurley, 2005 page 51. Hurley, 2008 pages 41-42. Hurley, 2009 page 31. Hurley, 2012 page 31. Hurley, 2013 page
36. Hurley, 2014 page 26.

5.28 Barnacles Subclass Cirripedia

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 62. Hurley, 2002 page 38. Hurley, 2003 page 46. Hurley, 2004, page
48. Hurley, 2007 page 51. Hurley, 2013 page 37. Hurley, 2015 page 24. Hurley, 2016 page 24. Hurley, 2017 page 26.
Hurley, 2025 page 24.

5.29 Isopods Order Isopoda

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page. Hurley, 2019 page 21.
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5.30 Decapods Order Decapods

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2003 page 47.

The order is divided into swimming decapods Nathanial (shrimps and prawns, Section
5.30.1) and walking decapods Reptantia (lobsters, Section 5.30.2, and crabs, Section
5.30.3).

5.30.1 Shrimps and prawns Natantia

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2003 page 47.

5.30.2 Lobsters Reptantia

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 page 58. Hurley, 2000 page 61. Hurley, 2002 page 39. Hurley, 2003
pages 47-48. Hurley, 2004 page 49. Hurley, 2006 page. Hurley, 2008 page 43. Hurley, 2009 page 31. Hurley, 2011
page 28. Hurley, 2017 page 26.

5.30.3 Crabs Reptantia

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 62. Hurley, 2005 page 52. Hurley, 2009 page 31. Hurley, 2010 page
23. Hurley, 2018 page 24. Hurley, 2019 page 21. Hurley, 2019 page 24.

5.31 Insects Class Insecta

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2003 page 49. Hurley, 2011 pages 28-29. Hurley, 2012 page 32. Hurley, 2013
page 38. Hurley, 2014 page 27. Hurley, 2015 page 25. Hurley, 2016 page 25. Hurley, 2017 page 27. Hurley, 2018 page
25. Hurley, 2019 page 24. Hurley, 2020 page 27. Hurley, 2021 page 29. Hurley, 2023 page 26. Hurley, 2024 page 30.

This section contains notes regarding assorted Orders of insects in random order.
Separate sections are devoted to three other orders: dragonflies and damselflies
(Section 5.32), beetles (Section 5.33) and butterflies and moths (Section 5.34).

5.31.1 Mayflies Order Ephemeroptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2003 page 49. Hurley, 2013 page 38.

5.31.2 Grasshoppers and Crickets Order Orthoptera

References to earlier report . Hurley, 2004 page 49. Hurley, 2006 page. Hurley, 2008 page 44. Hurley, 2016 page 25.

5.31.3 Booklice Order Psocoptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2003 page 49.

5.31.4 True Flies Order Diptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2003 pages 49-50. Hurley, 2006 page 51. Hurley, 2007
page 53. Hurley, 2008 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2009 page 32. Hurley, 2013 page 39. Hurley, 2015 page 26. Hurley, 2016
page 26. Hurley, 2018 page 25. Hurley, 2019 page 25. Hurley, 2021 page 29. Hurley, 2022 page 31. Hurley, 2024 page
31.

5.31.5 Bees, Ants and Wasps Order Hymenoptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 34. Hurley, 2002 page 40. Hurley, 2003 page-50. Hurley, 2004 page
50. Hurley, 2005 pages 53-54. Hurley, 2006 page 51. Hurley, 2007 pages 53-54. Hurley, 2008 pages 45-46. Hurley,
2009 page 32. Hurley, 2010 page 24. Hurley, 2011 page 30. Hurley, 2012 page 33. Hurley, 2013 page 39. Hurley, 2015
page 26. Hurley, 2016 page 26-27. Hurley, 2018 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2019 page 25. Hurley, 2020 page 28. Hurley,
2023 page 27, Hurley, 2024 page 31.

5.31.6 Springtails Order Collembola

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2006 page 52.

5.32 Dragonflies and damselflies Order Odonata

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 pages 44-46 and Figure 13 on page 72. Hurley, 2000 pages 54-56.
Hurley, 2001 pages 35-50. Hurley, 2002 pages 40-55. Hurley, 2003 pages 50-53. Hurley, 2004 pages 51-64. Hurley,
2005 pages 54-57. Hurley, 2006 pages 53-55. Hurley, 2007 pages 55-58. Hurley, 2008 page 46. Hurley, 2013 page 40.
Hurley, 2014 page 28. Hurley, 2016 page 27. Hurley, 2020 page 29. Hurley, 2021 pages 30-31. Hurley, 2024 page 31.
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5.33 Beetles Order Coleoptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 50 (4th paragraph). Hurley, 1999 pages 46-52. Hurley, 2001 page
51. Hurley, 2002 page 56. Hurley, 2003 page 54. Hurley, 2008 page 46. Hurley, 2009 page 33. Hurley 2010 pages 25-
26. Hurley, 2011 page 31. Hurley, 2015 page 27. Hurley, 2016 page 28. Hurley, 2019 page 25. Hurley, 2020 page 29.
Hurley, 2025 page 25.

Updates . Opportunistic records.

i On 11 October 2025,Br i an OO0 Co n JinoHurley & Hareguih Ladybird
Harmonia axyridis and varieties, that he caught while both were at Fethard Castle,
S793052.

5.34 Butterflies and Moths Order Lepidoptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 pages 51-53. Hurley, 2002 pages 56-59. Hurley, 2003 page 54. Hurley,
2004 page 65. Hurley, 2005 page 58. Hurley, 2006 page 56. Hurley, 2007 pages 59-61. Hurley, 2008 pages 46-48.
Hurley, 2009 page 33. Hurley, 2010 pages 26-27. Hurley, 2011 page 31. Hurley, 2012 page 34. Hurley, 2013 pages 40-
42. Hurley, 2014 page 29. Hurley, 2015 page 27. Hurley, 2017 page 28. Hurley, 2020 page 29. Hurley, 2021 page 32.
Hurley, 2022 pages 32-33.

Update. Opportunistic record.

0  On 17 August 2025, Jim Hurley saw an adult Clouded Yellow at
T119036, Carnsore Point. A bird watcher that he spoke to had
just come from Tacumshin Lake and he reported seeing one
there too.

5.35 Fish Class Pisces

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2005 page 59. Hurley, 2011 page 32. Hurley, 2012 page 34. Hurley, 2013 page
42. Hurley, 2014 page 29.

Addendum . A paper explored the possibility that melting ice sheets at the end of the
last ice age may have created temporary low-salinity plumes or corridors that facilitated
the natural colonisation of Ireland by freshwater fishes (Quigley, 2014). The following
paragraph speculated that such a corridor may have existed adjoining Hook Head
(Quigley, 2014 page 127). Seabed mapping shows the features of the corridor
(https://www.infomar.ie/galleries/node/565).

‘FLEUVE HIBERNIA” (WATERFORD HARBOUR)

It is interesting to note that Gallagher (2002)
discovered what appears to be an exceptionally
large submerged palaeo-river channel extending
over a distance of 22 km from the mouth of
Waterford Harbour (SE Ireland) onto the
nearshore continental shelf of the Celtic Sea to a
depth of 56 m below present sea level. Gallagher
estimated that this palaeo-river could have
discharged up to 46 832 m?sec of freshwater,
several orders of magnitude greater than those
of the present river channel. Is it possible that
the low salinity plume derived from this ‘Fleuve
Hibernia’ may have coalesced with the freshwarer
plume of the Fleuve Manche, thereby facilitating
the migration and colonisation of Ireland by
stenohaline fishes?

5.35.1 Surveys

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 51-52. Hurley, 2000 page 68. Hurley, 2003 page 55. Hurley, 2004
page 66. Hurley, 2005 page 59. Hurley, 2006 page 57. Hurley, 2007 pages 61-68. Hurley, 2009 page 33. Hurley, 2010
page 28. Hurley, 2011 page 32. Hurley, 2014 pages 29-30. Hurley, 2017 page 28. Hurley, 2018 page 28. Hurley, 2019
page 26. Hurley, 2022 page 34.

SWC Promotions Water Level at Lady's Island Lake, 2025 Page 25 of 113.


https://www.infomar.ie/galleries/node/565

5.35.2 Angling

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 50. Hurley, 1999 page 59. Hurley, 2000 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2001
page 54. Hurley, 2002 page 60. Hurley, 2003 pages 55-56. Hurley, 2004 pages 66-68. Hurley, 2005 page 60. Hurley,
2006 page 57. Hurley 2007, page 68. Hurley 2008, page 49. Hurley, 2009 page 34. Hurley, 2010 page 28. Hurley, 2011
page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 34. Hurley, 2013 page 43. Hurley, 2014 page 30. Hurley, 2016 page 28. Hurley, 2017
pages 29-30. Hurley, 2018 page 28. Hurley, 2019 page 27. Hurley, 2020 page 30. Hurley, 2023 page 28. Hurley, 2025
page 26.

5.35.3 Basking Shark

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 1998 page 20. Hurley, 1999 page 59. Hurley, 2000 page
70. Hurley, 2001 page 54. Hurley, 2002 pages 60-61. Hurley, 2003 page 57. Hurley, 2009 page 34. Hurley, 2012 page
35. Hurley, 2017 page 30. Hurley, 2021 page 33. Hurley, 2022 page 34. Hurley, 2023 page 28.

Update s

Sightings . On 10 April 2025, Sian Tantrum reported two Basking Sharks off Baginbun
Head to the IWDG. The following day, Deirdre Slevin reported three sharks off
Baginbun Head to the IWDG and posted on WhatsApp that she was watching at least
three and maybe four off Carnivan Head. On 23 April 2025, Deirdre Slevin posted a
video on WhatsApp of the species swimming off the Saltees Islands.

ISRA. The South Wexford Coast has been identified an ISRA. The6 | mpor t ant Shar k
and RayISRA) gragiam (https://sharkrayareas.org/) is
being executed by a growing international team of scientists,
conservationists, policy-makers, and marine protected areas
2 practitioners committed to advancing our knowledge on
habitats that are critical for conserving sharks, rays, and
chimaeras (https://sharkrayareas.org/about-isras/team/). Their
e-Atlas defines ISRAs as fdiscrete, three-dimensional
portions of habitat, important for one or more shark species,
that are delineated and have the potential to be managed for
conservationo(https://sharkrayareas.org/about-isras/).

5.35.4 Unusual species

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 2000 page 69. Hurley, 2001 pages 54-55. Hurley, 2002
page 61. Hurley, 2004 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2006 page 58. Hurley, 2008 page 50. Hurley, 2009 page 34. Hurley, 2011
page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 35. Hurley, 2017 page 30. Hurley, 2021 page 33. Hurley, 2023 page 29. Hurley, 2024
pages 32-33.

5.35.5 Commercial fishing

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 70. Hurley, 2001 pages 55-56. Hurley, 2002 pages 61-62. Hurley,
2003 page 57. Hurley, 2004 page 69. Hurley, 2005 page 61. Hurley, 2006 page 59. Hurley, 2007 page 70. Hurley, 2008
page 50. Hurley, 2009 page 35. Hurley, 2010 page 29. Hurley, 2011 page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 35. Hurley, 2014 page
31. Hurley, 2015 page 28. Hurley, 2018 page 29. Hurley, 2019 page 28. Hurley, 2020 page 31. Hurley, 2021 page 34.
Hurley, 2022 page 35. Hurley, 2025 page 27.

Update

Sprat fishing . On 22 July 2025, the Government decided to implement a new policy

drecti ve that will support marine wildlife relia
Under the new directive, from 1 October 2025, vessels over 18 metres fishing for sprat

within the six nautical mile zone will require authorisation and will be subject to a quota

limit of 2,000 tonnes. From 1 October 2026, all vessels over 18 metres in length

overalld including those targeting spratd will be fully excluded from trawling inside the

six nautical mile zone and inside baselines. This marks a notable change in the

management of I relandés inshore fisheries, witd!t
habitats and supporting the sustainability of key species, including sprat (Source:

Government press release).
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5.36 Amphibians Class Amphibia

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 70-71. Hurley, 2003 page 58. Hurley, 2004 page 70. Hurley, 2006
page 59. Hurley, 2007 page 70. Hurley, 2009 page 36. Hurley, 2010 page 29. Hurley, 2012 pages 35-36. Hurley, 2013
pages 43-46. Hurley, 2014 page 32. Hurley, 2015 page 28. Hurley, 2017 page 30. Hurley, 2022 page 36. Hurley, 2023
page 29. Hurley, 2025 page 27.

Update . Opportunistic record.

U On 2 October 2025, Jim Hurley spotted a Common Frog hopping across the
public road at night in the rain at T027099, Silverspring, Ballycogley.
i On 16 October 2025, Jim Hurley spotted a small Common Frog hopping in the
grass verge at T101049,Ri ngs her ane, Ladyds | sland Lake

5.37 Reptiles Class Reptilia

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 71-75. Hurley, 2001 page 57. Hurley 2002, pages 62-63. Hurley,
2003 page 58. Hurley, 2004 page 71. Hurley, 2005 page 62. Hurley, 2006 page 59. Hurley, 2007 page 71. Hurley, 2008
page 50. Hurley, 2009 page 36. Hurley, 2010 page 29. Hurley, 2011 page 33. Hurley, 2012 page 36. Hurley, 2013 page
46. Hurley, 2014 page 33. Hurley, 2015 pages 28-29. Hurley, 2016 page 29. Hurley, 2017 page 31. Hurley, 2020 page
31. Hurley, 2024 page 33.

Update . Opportunistic records.

i On 22 May 2025, Jim Hurley saw a Common Lizard basking in the sun on
concrete steps in his garden at Grange, Kilmore.

i On 30 July 2025, a dead, 1.9m-long, female Leatherback Turtle was reported
stranded at Long Gap, Bannow, by Amanda Sutton and Deirdre Slevin.

5.38 Birds Class Aves

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2003 page 59. Hurley, 2005 page 63. Hurley, 2010 page 30. Hurley, 2015 page
30. Hurley, 2019 page 29. Hurley, 2022 pages 36-37. Hurley, 2023 page 29. Hurley, 2024 page 33.

5.39 Wetland birds

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2011 page 34. Hurley, 2013 page 47.
Addend a

1974. Page 98 ofthei Report on Wetl and of I nternational a
theRepublic of Ilreland@éetaitsatded cNopemmenr o9 T4adybds
Lake (Figure 3). John Wilson (Anon, 1974) may have compiled the report.

2020. Of the twenty-five hotspots for breeding waterbirds identified in Ireland, two were
on the South Wexford Coast: Tacumshin Lake and
Lauder, 2020).
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STATE Republic of Ireland PROVINCE Munster

NAME OF WETLAND AREA Lady's Island Lake

CRITERTA FOR INCLUSION IN THE DIRECTORY
5

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
60247W 52011" N, 1Lkm SSE Wexford City, on the South coast of

Co. Wexford

AREA
k66 ha

ALTITUDE (metres above mean sea level)
At mean sea level

DEPTH
Not known but very shallow

WETLAND TYPE

Type 7

LEGAL PROTECTION STATUS OF WETLAND AREA
None

OWNERSHIP
Private multiple

EXISTING MANAGEMENT PRACTICES and/or FUTURE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
NEEDED

A drainage channel is cut through the enclosing shingle bank

each spring to lower the lake level. Cattle are grazed along the
shore. Until the ecology of the area is better understood

future management policies cannot be recommended,

THREATS FROM EXISTING, PROPOSED OR POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS
Establishment of a permanent drainage chammel would reduce the
area of the lake, It lies about 1 mile west of a proposed
nuclear.power gtation on Carnsore Point.,

MAJOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
None

PRINCIPAL REFERENCE MATERIAL
None

Ecologz

Like Lough Tacumshin, 4 km to the west, Lady's Island Lake

has formed behind a shingle bank. The exit has been blocked
much longer than that of the former, and marine inundations
rarely occur. This has led to considerable vegetational changes
although the relationship between the salinity of the water and
the vegetation is not fully understood. Ruppia spp. were at one
time abundant but now occur only in small quantities. The
reasons are n«: fTully understood. The marginal vegetation is very
similar to Louga Tacumshin with extensive reed beds, containing
Phragmites cormunis and Scirpus spp. The surrounding area is
mainly cattle pasture, which becomes flooded during the winter.

Up to 15 species of wildfowl and 22 species of wader occur
annually. In 1971/72 this small lake supported a wintering
population of 5500 duck and up to 1000 swans, but in other years
numbers have been considerably lower.

Figure 3. Scan of page 98 of the 1974 important wetlands inventory.
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5.39.1 Definition

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 2005 page 63.

5.39.2 Movements

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 54. Hurley, 2000 page 75. Hurley, 2005 pages 63-64. Hurley, 2022
page 38. Hurley, 2023 page 30. Hurley, 2024 page 34.

5.39.3 Protection

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 54. Hurley, 2000 pages 57-58.

5.39.4 Feeding

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 54-56. Hurley, 2006 page 60. Hurley, 2012 page 36. Hurley, 2013
page 47.

5.39.5 Breeding

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 56-58. Hurley, 2000 page 78. Hurley, 2002 page67. Hurley, 2005
page 65.

5.39.6 Disturbance

References to earlier reports.  Hurley, 1997 page 58. Hurley, 2017 page 33.

5.39.7 Conservation
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 58. Hurley, 2004 pages 76-77. Hurley, 2007 page 73. Hurley, 2008
pages 52-56. Hurley, 2018 page 30. Hurley, 2019 page 30.

Update. It was reported in the local press that 57 swans died frombirdd | u a't
Island Lake and that as a result the pilgrimage path was closed to the public (Wexford
People, issue dated 26 November 2025, page 11).

5.39.8 I-WeBS results

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2006 pages 61-62. Hurley, 2008 page 57. Hurley, 2009 page 37. Hurley, 2011
page 35. Hurley, 2013 page 48. Hurley, 2018 page 31. Hurley, 2020 page 33. Hurley, 2022 page 30. Hurley, 2023 page
30. Hurley, 2025 page 28.

5.40 Seabirds

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2003 pages 64-65. Hurley, 2004 page 78. Hurley, 2005 pages 66-70. Hurley,
2006 pages 63-64. Hurley, 2009 pages 37-38. Hurley, 2011 pages 36-37. Hurley, 2013 page 48. Hurley, 2015 page 31.
Hurley, 2016 page 31. Hurley, 2017 page 34. Hurley, 2018 page 31. Hurley, 2019 page 30. Hurley, 2020 page 34.
Hurley, 2021 page 35. Hurley, 2022 page 39. Hurley, 2023 page 31. Hurley, 2024 page 35. Hurley, 2025 pages 28-29.

Update . On 25 August 2025, Dave Daly
reported seeing fabout 60+ cormorants

roosting in the trees at P e t tfarnt [@nghe
western shore of]Johadyé
Saturday evening and again last night.a He
could not recall seeing so many there before.
Image: Dave Daly.

5.40.1 Terns Sub -family Sterninae
5.40.1.1 Breeding

References to earlier reports.  Note: The tables and charts that follow are updated each year. Therefore, since each
updated version of the tables and charts supersedes all previous versions, only the versions given in the current report
are relevant. The following references contain updates other than those relevant to the tables and charts: Hurley, 1997
pages 59-66. Hurley, 1998 pages 22-24. Hurley, 1999 page 62. Hurley, 2003 page 65. Hurley, 2004 page 78. Hurley,
2005 page 71. Hurley, 2006 page 66-69. Hurley, 2008 pages 58-62. Hurley, 2009 pages 38-42. Hurley, 2010 pages 31-

36. Hurley, 2011 pages 38-44. Hurley, 2012 pages 37-43. Hurley, 2013 pages 49-55. Hurley, 2014 pages 34-40. Hurley,

2015 pages 32-37. Hurley, 2016 pages 32-37. Hurley, 2017 pages 36-41. Hurley, 2018 pages 32-37. Hurley, 2019
pages 31-36. Hurley, 2020 pages 35-42. Hurley, 2021 pages 36-43. Hurley, 2022 pages 41-47. Hurley, 2023 pages 32-
39. Hurley, 2024 pages 36-46. Hurley, 2025 pages 30-36.

Update s

Ladyods
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Summer tern wardens . In early January 2025, BirdWatch Ireland advertised on its

website a job vacancy for two tern Wardens at
2025. The closing date for applications was 22 January at 17:00 hours
(https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2025/01/Tern-Warden-Position-Ladys-Island-

2025.pdf). The wardens subsequently appointed were Roisin Towe and Jamie Latimer.

Little Terns . On 16
July 2025 Dave Daly
reported fabout ten
pairs of little terns
nesting on the sandbar
in the lake. Two pairs
of ringed plovers with
well grown chicks
there also. Many
fledged chicks from
Inish forming a créche,
so hopefully there
wonot be to
disturbancea The
sandbar in question
lies immediately north
of The Cut. (Photos:
Dave Daly)
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Report on the 2025 season . Number 191, the August 2025 issue of BirdWatch

I r el aWinh® rewsletter, contained a link to an article on their website regarding

terns nesting at L ady éhdps:/bgdwatahicclarnd.ekive-tech-ur i ng 20 2°
species-nest-successfully-at-ladys-island-in-2025/). The article is reproduced below in

five scans followed by both the captions on images and the body text of the article.

Five Tern Species Nest Successfully at Lady's
Island in 2025

Mot e | C—

(7 |NPWs ==

BirdWatchireland
protecting birds and biodiversity.

i ——
amasema s LSS

NO LANDING
NESTING SEABIRDS
DO NOT DISTURE

i

Topleft. The islands in Ladyodés I|Island Lake are strictly off Iimit to
of nesting birds. Photo: Brian Burke.

Topcentre .One dead Tern tested positive for HPAI (bird flu) at Ladybod
to terns was minimal. Photo: Jamie Latimer. And The presence of bird flu meant we had to enact very strict PPE
protocols to continue monitoring the colony, whilst minimising any risks associated with the virus. Photo: Réisin Towe.

Topright .Ladydés | sland is the second | argest Roseate Tern colony in
deployed each year to provide suitable high-density nest space for them. Photo: Jamie Latimer. Common Terns courting

at Ladyods I sland in April 2025. They started neRhota:Jagieear |l y this
Latimer. And Sandwich Ternchicki Lady 6s | sl and has the | ar gesRhot&damdwi ch Tern col c
Latimer.
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Bottomleft .Li ttl e Terns nested on this small sandy island at

surfers and kite-surfers posed a real threat but thankfully the season passed without incident. Photo: Brian Burke. And,
Little Tern chicks gathered together to be ringed, under NPWS licence, before being put back in the nesting area. Photo:
Brian Burke.

Bottom centre . A Ringed Plover chick being released after ringing. Ringed Plover are an amber-listed species that
often benefit from conservation projects targeted at species like terns. Photo: Brian Burke. And Adult Little Tern coming
out of the wat eRhotmiamiélatinerds | sl and

Five Tern Species Nest SuccessfBundnl y
Burke , 18 August 2025

Ladyds Island Lake in Co Wexford is one
Ireland and the UK. The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) have had a long-
running and very successful conservation project to protect and monitor the nesting
terns and gulls here, and BirdWatch Ireland were delighted to run the project again
under contract in summer 2025. I'tdos a |
wardens Jamie and Roisin worked closely with the NPWS staff in Wexford, particularly
Conservation Ranger Padraig Barron, throughout the summer to ensure the birds had
as successful a breeding season as possible.

The season got off to a rocky start with regular finds of dead Black-headed Gull adults.
One was taken away by NPWS to be tested by the Department of Agriculture and
unfortunately and it tested positive for HPAI. This colony was severely impacted by
avian flu in 2023 and for it to be present so early in the breeding season was extremely
worrying. Though mortality in Black-headed Gulls did continue at a low level for several
weeks, thankfully only one adult Common Tern was found to have died from HPAI.
Late in the summer there were clear signs that Common and Sandwich Tern chicks
had been infected by HPAI and died as a result. Thankfully, that happened late enough
in the season that many chicks had left the colony and so the spread and impact of the
virus was thankfully limited.

Each of the Sandwich, Common, Arctic and Roseate Terns started nesting up to 1
week earlier than last year, possibly due to the nice weather in April and May. Nest
censuses revealed that Common, Roseate and Sandwich Tern numbers increased this
year by 38.5%, 1.9% and 7.7%, respectively, but Arctic Tern numbers declined by
65.6%, for unknown reasons. The status of Arctic Terns in Ireland, particularly on the
east coast, has become quite precarious in recent years and they are a species we are
increasingly concerned about. Amongst the gulls, Black-headed Gull numbers
increased by 2.5%, but Mediterranean Gulls declined by 15%. While we are still
calculating the final figures, iitodos saf
breeding season withreasonabl e | evel s of o6éproducti vit
exception to this however, with many chicks found dead at a young age. Again, the
reasons for this are unknown.

Thankfully, predation had a very limited impact on the nesting birds, though there were
successful raids by Great Black-backed Gulls, Herring Gulls and Peregrine Falcons,
and the presence of foxes at mainland locations in close proximity to the nesting

islandswaswor r yi ng but thankfully didnét amount

or gulls.
On 2nd June, Tony Murray from NPWS saw some Little Terns showing signs of nesting

down by O6The Cutd6. We went to investigate

on a small sandy island! This was very exciting as Little Terns have only very
occasionall y attempted to nest at Ladyodés | sl
failed to successfully raise chicks. They had chosen a nest site that was a popular spot
for kite- and wind surfers but after talking to them they were generally happy to keep
their distance from the small island and helped to spread the word amongst other
surfers. The area is also popular with dog walkers and given the short distance
between the nesting island and mainland there was a risk of dogs swimming out to the
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island. Thankfully, we spoke to any dog walkers about the Little Terns and never
witnessed any dogs accessing the island. Padraig from NPWS put up signs in the area
informing people of the Little Terns nesting, which helped to reduce disturbance to
them, and he was able to check up on them regularly too.

As the tern chicks on the main islands began to fledge, we were able to spend more
time watching the Little Terns. Most of our weekends were now taken up watching
them, as that was when the area was busiest with people, dog walkers and kitesurfers.
Over a few weeks, we worked out that there were at least nine pairs nesting on the
island. We were able to ring the chicks as they got older, and so they will contribute to
the large ongoing dataset for Little Terns on the east coast of Ireland, helping to
monitor their movements both outside the breeding season, and also what site they
might nest at in future years and the levels of interchange between colonies. Colour-
ringing of Little Terns is also carried out at Cahore (NPWS), Kilcoole (NPWS,
BirdWatch Ireland), Portrane (BWI Fingal Branch) and Baltray (Louth Nature Trust) as
well as many sites in the UK and Europe.

Later in July large gulls were starting to fly around the area, which was our next worry.
But as the chicks of other tern and gull species in the northern part of the lake had
started to fledge, the adults and fledglings were leaving their original nesting area, and
many had moved to the little tern island to roost and hang out during the day. So those
adult terns were a great help in keeping the gulls away! As of the end of July, most of
the Little Tern and Ringed Plover chicks appear to have fledged.

Ladyos I sland Lake in Wexford is therefore the
Common, Arctic, Sandwich and Little Terns nesting successfully at the same site!

While both BirdWatch Ireland and NPWS staff were kept busy protecting the colony

throughout the summer, overall, it was a successful season. The continued success of

Ladyods I sland as one of Il reland6s premi-er tern
term conservation efforts by NPWS, BirdWatch Ireland, Dave Daly and a long list of

former wardens and volunteers who have invested huge time and effort into it, as well

as the local community around the lake who have been hugely helpful and supportive

of the project.

The Ladyds | sland Lake Tern Conservation Proj ecf
Service project, delivered under contract in 2025 by BirdWatch Ireland.

Page 24 of Number 115, the Winter 2025i ssue of BirdWmsch I rel andés
magazine, contained the following table by Brian Burke showing the numbers of

breeding pairs at tern colonies managed by BirdWatch Ireland in 2025, with changes

since 2024 in brackets.

Site Roseate Tern Common Tern Arctic Tern Little Tern Sandwich Tern
Lady’s Island Lake 270 (+8%) 817 (+22%) 181(-69%) 9+ (new) 1,710 (+8%)
Rockabill Island 1,671 (-6%) 842 (+4%) ¢20 (no change) = =
= e s 2 _ N .
Dublin Port = 268 (+35%) 16 (+23%) = s
Kilcoole - o = 121(-57%)

Table 2. Numbers of breeding pairs at four sites.
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2025 data. A 74-page report was made available in December (Towe et al., 2025). The
site was wardened from 1 April to 27 July. The 2025 season was notable in the Little
Terns bred successfully at the site. Tables and charts are updated below.

Year All four ST C/AT CT only AT only RT LT
1978 734 354 160 NC NC 220
1979 710 204 220 NC NC 286
1980 524 106 274 NC NC 144
1981 917 350 291 NC NC 276
1982 235 120 105 NC NC 10
1983 8 4 3 NC NC 1
1984 256 191 30 NC NC 35
1985 294 291 3 NC NC 0
1986 555 524 31 NC NC 0
1987 932 708 216 NC NC 8
1988 615 412 195 NC NC 8
1989 1843 1317 450 NC NC 76
1990 1869 1395 414 NC NC 60
1991 1889 1469 360 NC NC 60
1992 1734 1129 529 NC NC 76
1993 1706 1254 376 NC NC 76
1994 2142 1447 555 NC NC 140
1995 1593 1130 401 NC NC 62
1996 2011 1358 529 386 (73%) 143 (27%) 124
1997 1598 1050 500 354 (71%) 146 (29%) 48
1998 1554 1015 459 281 (61%) 178 (39%) 80
1999 1879 1048 715 440 (62%) 275 (38%) 116
2000 >1149 1005 >66 NC NC >78
2001 1552 1068 484 298 (62%) 186 (38%) 46
2002 1474 825 649 400 (62%) 249 (38%) 95
2003 >1329 1252 NC NC NC 77
2004 1900 1161 673 311 (46%) 362 (54%) 66
2005 1899 1122 703 NC NC 74
2006 2134 1309 732 NC NC 93
2007 2722 1800 833 NC NC 89
2008 2994 1945 940 NC NC 109
2009 3243 1958 1160 NC NC 125
2010 3068 1838 1112 NC NC 118
2011 3443 1931 1357 NC NC 155
2012 3416 1692 1506 968 (64%) 530 (35%) 126
2013 3129 1669 1310 705 (54%) 605 (46%) 150
2014 3450 1617 1659 881 (53%) 778 (47%) 174
2015 3813 1799 1799 950 (53%) 849 (47%) 215
2016 3747 1682 1856 1012 (53%) 844 (53%) 209
2017 3583 1674 1690 1010 (60%) 680 (40%) 219
2018 3616 1780 1609 916 (57%) 693 (43%) 227
2019 3540 1739 1606 1088 (68%) 518 (32%) 195
2020 4890 1659 1479 1044 (71%) 435 (29%) 273
2021 3476 1629 1557 832 (53%) 725 (47%) 290
2022 3876 1736 1827 1112 (61%) 715 (39%) 313
2023 3204 1288 1625 919 (56%) 706 (43%) 291
2024 3092 1588 1244 668 (54%) 576 (46%) 260
2025 3985 1710 998 817 (82%) 181 (18%) 270 9
Year All four ST C/IAT CT only AT only RT LT

Table 3. Number of pairs of nesting terns / AONs by species by year since 1978.

(Sources: Data sources tabulated below; Table 4)
Note: ST = Sandwich Tern; CT = Common Tern; AT = Arctic Tern; RT = Roseate Tern;
NC = no count.

Since the 2022 breeding season, the totals given are for Apparently Occupied Nests
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(AONSs) rather than the numbers of pairs of breeding birds, and since 2025 the
numbers given for AONSs refer only to primary nests.

Data sources by season:-

Season | Data sources

1978- | Goodwillie, 1986 page 6 (after Whilde, 1985 [All Ireland Tern Survey,

1982 | 1984] and personal communication, Oscar Merne).

1983- | Stammers et al., 1998 pages 18 and 30.

1998

1999 | Newton and Berridge, 1999, pages 4-5 and personal communication, Dr
Stephen Newton.

2000 | Personal communication, Dave Daly / Duchas; Ratcliffe, 2000; and
personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2001 | Merne et al., 2001 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2002 | Crowe, 2002 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2003 | Newton, 2003 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2004 | Daly et al., 2004 and personal communication, Dr Stephen Newton.

2005 | Daly and Carroll, 2005.

2006 | Daly and Carroll, 2006.

2007 | Daly et al., 2008

2008 | Daly et al., 2009

2009 | Daly et al., 2010

2010 | Daly et al., 2011

2011 | Daly et al., 2011b

2012 | Daly et al., 2012

2013 | Daly et al., 2013

2014 | Daly et al., 2014

2015 | Daly et al., 2015

2016 | Daly et al., 2016

2017 | Daly et al., 2017

2018 | Daly et al., 2018

2019 | Daly et al., 2019

2020 | Daly et al., 2020

2021 | Daly et al., 2021

2022 | Stubbings et al., 2022

2023 | Stubbings et al., 2023

2024 | Stubbings et al., 2024

2025 | Towe et al, 2025

Table 4. Data sources by season.
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Figure 4: Trend for numbers of pairs of all nesting terns since 1978.
(Source: Table 3 above)

Note: Numbers are fortheentreL ady 6 s | sdrea.Thk cdntankoes line is a trendline, a plot of the 3-year moving average to smooth out annual
fluctuations and thus indicate the general direction in which usage of the site by nesting terns changed over time. Usage of the site by nesting terns
declined in the early 1980s, bottomed-out in 1983 but then rose rapidly to about 1800 pairs by the end of the decade. A plateau was maintained
throughout the 1990s at or about that level. Numbers declined briefly in the early 2000s but started to rise again by mid-decade, rose steeply, peaked at
4890 in 2020 but fell back due to losses caused by bird ¢ f blefare recovering somewhat.
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Figure 5: Number of pairs of nesting terns by species by year.
(Source: Table 3 above)

Note. The upper blue line represents Sandwich Terns. The central red line represents
Common/Arctic Terns, and the lower green line represents Roseate Terns. Little Tern
numbers are not included in the chart as their numbers are too low to register any
trend.
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Figure 6: Number of pairs of nesting Roseate Terns by year.

(Source: Table 3 above)
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Median n (% of

Year | Firsteggs | Peak lay date Main laying period laying
) total eggs)

period
1997 17 May | 27 May (22.6%) | 24 May - 2 June (66.0%) | 30 May 53(66.3%)
1998 21 May [ 27 May (23.7%) | 23 May - 2 June (77.3%) | 28 May [ 101(77.7%)
1999 5 May May (12.2%) | 16 May - 25 May (76.4%) | 23 May | 135 (77.1%)
2004 17 May
2005 9 May 9 May i 7 June 131
2006 15 May 15 May i 2 July 142
2007 14 May
2008 19 May
2009 14 May
2010 13 May
2011 9 May
2012 13 May 13 May i 19 June
2013 27 May 27 May i 29 June
2014 20 May 20 May i 24 June
2015 14 May 14 May 1 16 June
2016 14 May 14 May 1 16 June
2017 8 May 8 May i 10 June
2018 19 May 19 May 1 21 June
2019 13 May 13 May 1 15 June
2020 11 May 11 May 1 13 June
2021 7 May 7 May i 9 June

Table 5. Egg-laying parameters of Roseate Terns nests.
(Sources: Table 4 above)

Parameter 2022 2023 2024 2025
First bird seen 13 April | 15 April | 16 April | 12 April
First egg found 5May | 10 May 8 May 5 May
First chick found 2 June 4 June 2 June | 27 May
First flying chick | Late June 28 June | 25 June

Table 6. Firsts for Roseate Terns.
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Year ST CT/IAT CT AT RT LT
1993 1.3 No data 1.4
1994 1.4 2.0 1.4
1995 1.7 2.5 1.6
1996 1.7 2.4 1.7
1997 1.5 No data 1.7
1998 1.4 2.2 1.6
1999 1.5 No data 1.5
2000 No data No data No data
2001 No data No data No data
2002 No data No data No data
2003 No data No data No data
2004 1.67 2.43 1.79
2005 1.66 2.47 1.77
2006 No data No data 1.53
2007 1.35 2.32 1.72
2008 No data 1.91 1.34
2009 No data 2.30 1.68
2010 No data No data 1.65
2011 1.63 2.32 1.70
2012 1.31 2.37 1.81 1.55
2013 1.26 2.46 1.80 1.53
2014 1.36 2.53 1.94 1.68
2015 1.27 2.38 1.78 1.47
2016 1.36 2.36 1.79 1.43
2017 1.58 2.54 1.90 1.37
2018 1.38 2.33 1.95 1.46
2019 1.43 2.49 1.89 1.67
2020 1.34 2.71 1.97 1.78
2021 1.48 2.32 2.00 1.61
2022 1.52 2.67 2.11 1.73
2023 1.39 2.36 1.83 1.55
2024 1.38 2.64 2.21 1.84
2025 1.73 2.62 2.43 1.75 2.17
Year ST CT/AT CT AT RT LT

Table 7. Mean clutch size (eggs per AON) since 1993.
(Sources: Table 4 above)

Note: Mean clutch size (number of eggs per AON) is given for breeding Sandwich Tern
Sterna sandvicensis (ST), undifferentiated (CT/AT) or differentiated Common Terns
Sterna hirundo (CT) and Arctic Terns Sterna paradisaea (AT) and Roseate Terns
Sternadougalli( RT) at Ladyds | sl and Lake.
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Year | Productivity | Source
1996 1.07 | Newton and Wallace, 1998.
1997 0.74-1.13 | Newton and Wallace, 1998.
Newton and Crowe, 2000 page 18, Table 2.10; see also Stammers et al., 1998 pages
1998 1.04 28-29
1999 0.62-0.98 | Newton and Crowe, 2000 page 18, Table 2.10; see also Newton and Berridge, 1999.
2000 No record | Believed low due to the wet summer (personal communication, Dave Daly / Ddchas).
2001 0.72 early - +0 | Colony decimated by rats prior to fledging (Merne et al., 2001).
late
2002 | € cold snap
in early July claimed its toll" (Wilson, 2002).
2003 155|"é 67 Roseate pairs HNewten2008) sed 104 chi
2004 1.94 Dalyetal. , 2004. A66 nests, 118 eggs, 17 cd
' clutch size 1.79, s wtate®®&paged8) e 69. 5%0 (
2005 1.48 Daly and Carroll, 2005. A74 nests, 131
' clutch size 1.77, s wtate®&paged8) e 80. 9 %0 (
a. .. hatching success rat(eDadfy 8&.d7 % aper
2006 1.52 | nests, 142 eggs, 13 cold eggs, 129 chicks, 3 dead chicks, clutch size 1.52, success
rate 88. @é®o2008page 37)
2007 172 Ai89 nests, 153 eggs, 13 cold eggs, 140
success rate evah,2002page3() Dal y
ié hatching s ucc e s sthreeahicks8idd.pfofto fledgimge(1013%),
2008 and the overall productivity was 0.88 chicks per egg-l a y i n g(Daly atialr, 20@9
page 31).
i hatching success was 72%. An unprece
2009 073 (40.5% mainly due to depredation by rat
boxes, one from a tyre anbilyetale20f0y. om o0 p {
AA total of 195 eggs were laid in 118 1
these 191 were laid in boxes, 4 in open vegetation. There were 9 cold eggs and 1
2010 154 missing. 11chicks were found dead with a further 4 (un-ringed) missing without trace.
’ Ofthe182 eggs to hatch, 111 were O06AO6 chid
(second to hatch). Overall productivity was 1.54 chicks per egg-laying pair with a
fl edgi ng succ e(Payetrala 208l page41ll . 45. 0
AA total of 155 breeding pairs of Rosec
Inish in 2011, an increase of 37 pairs (31%). The first eggs were recorded on the 9th
2011 1.30 May (4 days earlier than 2010 and the first chick hatched on the 3rd June. Mean
' clutch size was 1.7 and hatching success was 86.5%. 25 chicks died prior to fledging
and overall productivity was 1.3 chicks per egg-l a y i n g(Daly atialr, 20D1b page
43).
2012 1.55 | Daly et al., 2012 pages 28-30.
2013 153 (fAé hatchi ng s u(bayetsals 2003fpags Z0%. 0
2014 1.46 Hatching success fi 8 7 / §[3aBpét al., 2014 page 19). Note: the productivity of 1.46
' = 87% of the clutch size of 1.67 eggs.
AThe mean clutch size was 1.47 per egg
2015 L.47 (Daly et al., 2015 page 19).
AiThe mean clutch size was 1.43 per egg
2016 1.43 (Daly et al., 2016 page 20).
AThe mean clutch size was 1.57 per egg
2017 157 (Daly et al., 2017 page 26).
2018 098 | fihat chi ng s udDalyetal., 20IB pages Band 27).
2019 120 [ Ahat ching s ualeetd., 2019 paged Yand 23).
2020 178 [Ahat ching s uc@©®aysesal.,@F20 pages 5 28and 24).
2021 16l |Ahatching s u(Daleetd., 2021 paged 3@ind 27).
2022 1.36 | Details are given on pages 27-29 (Stubbings et al., 2022)
2023 fcould not be measuredo(see pages 8 and 38)
2024 0.63 0.63 is a combined result for two study plots (Plot C = 0.57 and Plot E = 0.70).

Stubbings et al., 2024 page 41, Tables 31-33.

Table 8. Productivity of Roseate Terns since 1996.

Note: Productivity is the number of young fledged per egg-laying pair. All numbers are
estimates.
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Year ST CT AT RT LT

2025 0.84 1.38 0.36 1.18 1.33

Table 9. Productivity for all species (chicks per AON).

(Source: Annual tern reports)

5.40.1.2 Feeding
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 61. Hurley, 1998 page 22. Hurley 1999 page 62.

5.40.1.3 Conservation

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 63-64. Hurley, 1998 page 22. Hurley, 1999 page 62. Hurley, 2000
pages 79-80. Hurley, 2001 pages 67-71. Hurley, 2002 pages 73-74. Hurley, 2003 page 70. Hurley, 2004 pages 83-84.
Hurley, 2005 pages 76-77. Hurley, 2008 page 63. Hurley, 2009 page 43. Hurley, 2010 page 36. Hurley, 2011 page 44.
Hurley, 2012 page 44. Hurley, 2016 page 38. Hurley, 2018 page 37. Hurley, 2019 page 37. Hurley, 2021 page 44.

5.40.1.4 Movements

References to earlier reports . Hurley 1998 page 23 e). Hurley 1999 page 62. Hurley 2000 page 79. Hurley, 2001 page
70. Hurley, 2002 page 74. Hurley, 2012 page 45. Hurley, 2019 page 38. Hurley, 2020 page 43. Hurley, 2021 page 44.

5.41 Other birds

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2004 pages 85-86. Hurley, 2008 page 63. Hurley, 2015 page 38. Hurley, 2022
page 48. Hurley, 2023 page 40. Hurley, 2024 page 47.

5.41.1 Records

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 53. Hurley, 2000 page 82. Hurley, 2002 page 75. Hurley, 2003 page
71. Hurley, 2004 page 87. Hurley, 2005 page 78. Hurley, 2006 page 71. Hurley, 2009 page 43. Hurley, 2010 page 37.
Hurley, 2011 page 45. Hurley, 2012 page 45.

5.41.2 Case Studies

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2003 page 71. Hurley, 2008 page 64. Hurley, 2010,
pages 37-38.

5.41.3 Ring recoveries

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 71. Hurley, 2012 page 45. Hurley, 2013 page 45. Hurley, 2016 page
38. Hurley, 2017 page 42. Hurley, 2021 pages 45-47.

5.42 Mammals Class Mammalia

References to earlier reports.  Hurley, 2001 page 71. Hurley, 2012 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page 42. Hurley, 2018 page
38. Hurley, 2019 page 39.

5.42.1 Insectivores Order Insectivora

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 87. Hurley, 2001 page 72. Hurley, 2002 page 76. Hurley, 2003 page
72. Hurley, 2005 page 79-80. Hurley, 2006 page 72. Hurley, 2007 page 81. Hurley, 2008 page 65. Hurley, 2009 page
44. Hurley, 2010 page 38. Hurley, 2013 page 57. Hurley, 2014 page 41. Hurley, 2015 page 38. Hurley, 2016 page 39.
Hurley, 2017 page 42. Hurley, 2019 page 39. Hurley, 2020 page 43. Hurley, 2021 page 48. Hurley, 2022 page 49.
Hurley, 2023 page 40. Hurley, 2024 page 47. Hurley, 2025 page 37.

Update . Opportunistic records.
Pygmy Shrew

i On 3 June 2025, Jim Hurley spotted the fresh remains of an adult at S977055 in his
garden pond at Grange, Kilmore.

0 On 21 September 2025, Jim Hurley caught and released two live adults trapped in
a sum in his garden at S977055, Grange, Kilmore.
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5.42.2 Bats Order Chiroptera

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 pages 71-77. Hurley, 2000 pages 84-85. Hurley, 2001 page 72. Hurley,
2003 page 72. Hurley, 2004 pages 88-90. Hurley, 2005 page 80. Hurley, 2006 page 73. Hurley, 2007 page 81. Hurley,
2008 page 65. Hurley, 2009 page 44. Hurley, 2010 pages 38-39. Hurley, 2011 page 46. Hurley, 2012 pages 46-52.
Hurley, 2013 pages 57-58. Hurley, 2014 pages 42-44. Hurley, 2015 pages 39-48. Hurley, 2016 page 39. Hurley, 2017
page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 39. Hurley, 2021 page 48. Hurley, 2025 page 38.

Updates . Opportunistic records.

0 At 16:28h on 28 December 2025, Jim Hurley saw a lone pipistrelle-type bat hunting
above the tree tops at S978069, Lannagh, Kilmore. The bat repeatedly circled one
area before moving to another over the trees. High pressure prevailed. The day
was dry, overcast, cool (8°C), and calm with a light, variable, north-easterly breeze.

5.42.3 Hares and Rabbits Order Lagomorpha

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 88. Hurley, 2001 page 72. Hurley, 2002 page 76. Hurley, 2003 page
73. Hurley, 2004 page 90. Hurley, 2005 page 80. Hurley, 2006 page 74. Hurley, 2007 page 82. Hurley, 2008 pages 65-
66. Hurley, 2009 page 45. Hurley, 2010 page 39. Hurley, 2011 page 46. Hurley, 2012 page 52. Hurley, 2013 page 58.
Hurley, 2014 page 45. Hurley, 2015 page 48. Hurley, 2017 page 43. Hurley, 2020 page 44. Hurley, 2021 page 49.
Hurley, 2022 page 49. Hurley, 2023 page 41. Hurley, 2024 page 48. Hurley, 2025 page 38.

Updates . Opportunistic records.
Irish Hare

i On 6 May 2025, Jim Hurley saw two animals together on the roadway at S946060,
Inish and Ballyteige Slob.
i On 11 August 2025, Jim Hurley saw one animal at S950057, Inish and Ballyteige
Slob.
i On 21 December 2025, Jim Hurley saw an adult at TO35055 running along the
waterd6ds edge at Mountpill Burrow, Tacumshin L

Rabbit

i On 15 May 2025, Jim Hurley saw three Rabbits sitting together in the sun at 19:44h
by the hedgerow on the headland of a cattle pasture at S970042, Beak, Kilmore
Quay.

i On 11 August 2025, Jim Hurley saw one live animal at S950057, Inish and
Ballyteige Slob.

0 On 2 September 2025, Jim Hurley saw two live animals at S970042, Beak.

0 On 3 September 2025, Jim Hurley saw four live animals at S953056, Inish and
Ballyteige Slob.

5.42.4 Rodents Order Rodentia

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 85-86. Hurley, 2004 page 90. Hurley, 2005 page 81. Hurley, 2006
page 74. Hurley, 2007 page 82. Hurley, 2008 page 66. Hurley, 2009 pages 45-46. Hurley, 2010 pages 40-41. Hurley,
2012 page 52. Hurley, 2013 page 59. Hurley, 2014 page 45. Hurley, 2015 page 49. Hurley, 2017 page 43. Hurley, 2020
page 44. Hurley, 2021 page 49. Hurley, 2022 page 49. Hurley, 2025 page 39.

5.42.4.1 Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris
References to earlier reports.  Hurley, 2000 page 89. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2014 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page
46. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 44. Hurley, 2020 page 47. Hurley, 2023 page 43. Hurley, 2025 page 39.

SWC Promotions Water Level at Lady's Island Lake, 2025 Page 42 of 113



5.42.5 Cetaceans Order Cetacea

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 67. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 1999 page 70. Hurley, 2001
pages 72-79. Hurley, 2002 pages 76-78. Hurley, 2003 pages 73-79. Hurley, 2004 ages 91-98. Hurley, 2005 pages 81-
86. Hurley, 2006 pages 75-77. Hurley, 2007 page 83. Hurley, 2008 pages 66-69. Hurley, 2009 pages 46-48. Hurley,
2010 pages 41-42. Hurley, 2011 pages 47-48. Hurley, 2012 pages 53-54. Hurley, 2013 pages 59-61. Hurley, 2014 page
46. Hurley, 2015 page 50. Hurley, 2016 pages 40-42. Hurley, 2017 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2018 pages 40-42. Hurley,
2019 pages 41-44. Hurley, 2020 pages 45-47. Hurley, 2021 pages 50-55. Hurley, 2022 pages 50-54. Hurley, 2023
pages 42-43. Hurley, 2024 pages 49-54. Hurley, 2025 pages 39-43.

Update s
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Whaling . Catches of Minke Whales by Norwegian small whaling vessels around the
coasts of Ireland in the late 1970s were concentrated off the South Wexford Coast
1971
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1966

(Figure 7).
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1976 -

1975 -
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Figure 1. Spatial and temporal distribution of all known Minke Whale catches (n = 130) made by Norwegian small whaling
vessels around Ireland. Locations are derived from a combination of cross-referenced sources: original catch logbooks
and summaries thereof in Norwegian government annual whale catch reports and Allison (2020). For ease of reading,
overlapping points have been jittered + one symbol-width i.e. around a radius of 5 km. A single erroneous (possibly due
to a transcription error) catch location for 1960 appears on land and has not been mapped. Basking Shark catch locations
were too imprecise to map here (see Results section).

Figure 7. Minke Whale catches around the coasts of Ireland, 1948-177.
(Source: Ryan et al., 2024 page 9, Figure 1)
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IWDG records . Stranding records from the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group (IWDG) for
2023 were published (Levesque et al., 2024). The notes and records contained the
following 18 records for the South Wexford Coast (Table 10).

Species Gender Length | Location Grid Ref | Date | Page
Minke Whale Male 6.0m | Slade Head X746985 | 03/05 | 149
Minke Whale Unsexed | Unmeasured | Saltee Islands Y123848 | 15/05 | 149
Minke Whale Unsexed €6.0m | Hook Head X737976 | 19/06 | 149
Harbour Porpoise Unsexed | Unmeasured | Ballyhealy Beach | T010049 | 13/08 | 150
Harbour Porpoise Male Unmeasured | Carnsore Point T117037 | 14/08 | 150
Harbour Porpoise Male c1.37m | Carnsore Point T117037 | 14/08 | 150
Long-finned Pilot Whale | Male 4.2m | Fethard S803051 | 07/04 | 151
Common Dolphin Female Unmeasured | Fethard S796032 | 01/01 | 151
Common Dolphin Unsexed | Unmeasured | Ballyhealy Beach | T005048 | 10/01 | 151
Common Dolphin Male Unmeasured | Rostonstown TO053054 | 18/02 | 152
Common Dolphin Unsexed | Unmeasured | Rostonstown TO79051 | 11/04 | 153
Common Dolphin Male Unmeasured | Rostonstown TO77051 | 12/04 | 153
Common Dolphin Male Unmeasured | Carnsore Point T118036 | 13/04 | 153
Common Dolphin Unsexed | Unmeasured | Ballyhealy Beach | T010048 | 05/05 | 153
Common Dolphin Female Unmeasured | Blackhall Bay S857073 | 06/05 | 153
Common Dolphin Male 2.1m | Kilmore Quay S951047 | 16/12 | 154
Common Dolphin Unsexed 1.15m | Rostonstown T074052 | 19/12 | 154
Striped Dolphin or CD Unsexed | Unmeasured | Ballyteige Bay S949049 | 28/01 | 155

Table 10. IWDG stranding records for 2023 on the South Wexford Coast.

Stranding records logged by the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group during 2024 are
detailed by Levesque et al., 2025.

Strandings during 2025

The IWDG online browser at https://iwdg.ie/browsers/strandings.php was checked and
the following 17 recorded strandings were noted.

Stranding No 1 .

Stranding ID : 2025-012.

Record ID : #7908.

Observer : Michael Snoek.

Event Date: 19/01/2025.

Location : Bannow,

52.208455, -6.765795.

Species : Common Dolphin.

Photo : Michael Snoek.

IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7908.

Stranding No 2 .
Stranding ID : 2025-014.
Record ID : #7904.

Observers : Maria and Kate
Moore.

Event Date: 19/01/2025.
Location : Ballyhealy Beach,
52.190599, -6.495070.
Species : Common Dolphin. ¥ 2, ik s

Photo : Maria. . L Y X
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7904.
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Stranding No 3.

Stranding ID : 2025-019.

Record ID : #7911.

Observer : Ruaidhri Browne.

Event Date: 21/01/2025.

Location : Carnivan Bay, 52.174750, -6.839060.
Species : Common Dolphin.

Photo : Ruaidhri Browne.

IWDG Ref.: .
https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7911.

Stranding No 4.
Stranding ID : 2025-024.
Record ID : #7913.
Observer : Kate Moore.
Event Date: 26/01/2025.

Location : Kilmore Quay,
52.176428, -6.574065.

Species : Common Dolphin.
Photo : Kate Moore.

IWDG Ref.: LU Gl LAY 2
https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7913.

Stranding No 5.

Stranding ID : 2025_037. Record ID : #7943.
Observer s: Kate Moore and Tom Gaul.

Event Date : 15/02/2025.

Location : St Patr i ¢3A4%04B r6i512g06.
Species : Baleen Whale. Photo : Kate Moore.
Notes:iLengt h wi t hiolud. head

IWDG Ref:
https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7943

Stranding No 6.

Stranding ID : 2025_040.
Record ID : #7949.

Observer : Kate Moore, Kevin Martin,
and Azalea Roldan

Event Date : 17/02/2025.
Location : Ballyhealy Beach,
52.187009, -6.523400.
Species : Common Dolphin.
Photo : Kate Moore.

Notes: Teeth: UL 39, UR 40, LL 42,
LR 42. Tip of dorsal fin appears
cleanly cut.

IWDG Ref:
https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7949
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Stranding No 7.

Stranding ID : 2025_047.
Record ID : #7947.

Observer : Justin Aylward,
Rhiannon Bruce, Paul
Carrol, Gerard Doran, and
Andy Callan.

Event Date : 21/02/2025.
Location : Carnivan Bay,
52.17447, -6.841164.
Species : Common Dolphin.

Photo : Justin Aylward. IWDG Ref: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7947.

Stranding No 8.

Stranding ID : 2025_051.
Record ID : #7981.

Observer : Isabel Farrelly Millar, Ewa
Orchowska, David Temple, Colin
Turner, Brid Marshall, Michael
Snoek, and Lauren Scallan.

Event Date : 24/02/2025.

Location : Blackhall, 52.213903, -
6.753596.

Species : Common Dolphin.

Photo : Isabel Farrelly Millar.

IWDG Ref:
https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=7981.

Stranding No 9 .
Stranding ID : 2025-015.
Record ID : #8021.
Observers : Kate Moore.
Event Date: 30/04/2025.
Location : Rostonstown,
52.184501, -6.404387.

Species : Common or Striped
Dolphin.

Photo : Kate Moore.
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8021.

Stranding No 10 .
Stranding ID : 2025-014.
Record ID : #8018.
Observers : Kate Moore.
Event Date: 30/04/2025.
Location : Rostonstown,
52.185251, -6.409365.

Species : Common or Striped
Dolphin.

Photo : Kate Moore. ; A RS oY
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8018.
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Stranding No 11 .
Stranding ID : 2025-013.
Record ID : #8017.
Observers : Kate Moore.
Event Date: 30/04/2025.
Location : Rostonstown,
52.187027, -6.417605.
Species : Common Dolphin.
Photo : Kate Moore. >
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8017.

Stranding No 1 2.
Stranding ID : 2025-158.
Record ID : #8073.

Event Date: 22/06/2025.
Location : Kilmore Quay,
52.179973, -6.599402.
Species: Ri s sDmolphin.
Photo : Ana Mansa
Cardoso.

Observers : Ana Mansa
Cardoso, Mick Barry,
Adrian, Sarah-Kim Watchorn, Niamh Lennon, Ann Marie Ryan, Tracy Rowe, Avion Phillips, Aoife Garrett,
Pamela Shiel, Amber Dalton, Neil O'Sullivan, and Sandra Martin.

IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8073.

Stranding No 1 3.
Stranding ID : 2025-162.
Record ID : #8077.

Observers : Peter
Bovenizer.

Event Date: 29/06/2025.
Location : Hook Head,
52.1125, -6.9300.
Species : Striped Dolphin.
Photo : Peter Bovenizer. - 3
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8077.

Stranding No 1 4.
Stranding ID : 2025-161.
Record ID : #8076.

Observers : Jessica Leahy,
Bahargul Doner, Jim Hurley,
and Denis Foley.

Event Date: 30/06/2025.

Location : Saltee Islands (JH
=Great Saltee) 52.120719, -
6.610877 (JH =

52.11975080, -6. 61623195)

Species : Minke Whale.
Photo : Jessica Leahy.
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8076.
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Stranding No 1 5.
Stranding ID : 2025-184.
Record ID : #8116.

Observer : Therese Maddock.
Event Date: 04/08/2025.
Location : Kilmore Quay
Species : Harbour Porpoise.
Photo : Therese Maddock.
IWDG Ref.: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8116.

Stranding No 1 6.
Stranding ID : 2025-201.
Record ID : #8134.

Observer : Mark Snoek and
Deirdre Slevin.

Event Date: 25/08/2025.
Location : Long Gap, Bannow.
Species : Harbour Porpoise.
Photo : Mark Snoek.

IWDG Ref.:

Stranding No 1 7.
Stranding ID : 2025-264.
Record ID : #8286.

Observer : Evelyn
McGarry.

Event Date: 23/11/2025.
Location : Bastardstown.
Species : Whale species.
Photo : Evelyn McGarry.
IWDG Ref.:

https://iwdg.ie/browsers/showdetails.php?t=st&id=8286.
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Sightings during 2025

The IWDG online browser at https://iwdg.ie/browsers/sightings.php was checked and
the following recorded strandings noted.

Date | Sp | No | Location Record | Recorder (s) Notes
Feeding and milling. One S of
08/01 | HP 3 Hook Head 49221 Paddy Roche Hook Head, one SW, and one SE.
30/04 | MW 4 Fethard 50057 Deirdre Slevin Two-hour watch from vessel
22/05 | RD 5 Saltee Islands 50296 Jo§eph Batt and Rory Threg adults and two juveniles.
O6Hanl on Resting. Images below.
22/05 SE/ 14 | Carnsore Point 50299 Kate Moore Feeding / Travelling
10/06 | RD 7 Saltee Islands 50394 Dave Brady From angling charter.
14/06 | RD 1 Saltee Islands 50296 Sitn Ni Cheallaigh From eco tour charter
filst of 2 sightings during 4hr boat-
based survey tar
dolphins between Carnsore point
18/06 | HP 15 | Saltee Islands 50469 Sitn Ni Cheallaigh and Saltee Islands. Initially

recorded acoustically using
hydrophone and then observed
visually. 10-20 individuals feeding,
at least one calf.0

AiObserved du-basedg
survey targeting
Initially 3 individuals were
observed at the back of the Great
Saltee. Echolocation clicks
recorded using hydrophone,
animals seemed to be deep diving
and feeding. 3-4 more individuals
observed a few minutes later

18/06 | RD 7 Saltee Islands 50483 Siun Ni Cheallaigh 500m SW, investigating a fishing
boat. At 10:03 a further 4-5
individuals observed closer to
Carnsore point.
were a different group of Ri s s o
but my impression is they were
unlikely to be the same individuals
seen at the Great Saltee as we did
not observe any travelling between

the two | ocation
18/06 | RD 20 | Saltee Islands 50494 Alan Hinchy _‘* ’_h_‘_"‘;;-‘&
21/06 | RD 12 | Saltee Islands 50521 Sam Nunn |
21/06 | MW 1 Saltee Islands 50511 Alan Hinchy Juvenile
25/06 | RD 6 Saltee Islands 50529 Sam Nunn NW of Coningbeg Rocks
02/07 | RD 6 Saltee Islands 50573 Sam Nunn Close to shore
03/07 | RD 6 Saltee Islands 50568 Sam Nunn West of Great Saltee
11/07 | RD 10 | Kilmore Quay 50644 Sam Nunn 500m off the harbour
16/07 | CD | 3 | Saltee Islands 50704 iﬁ%”s“gﬂﬂaigh Bow-riding Saltee Safari RIB
16/07 | CD 3 Baginbun Head 50715 Siln Ni Cheallaigh 180-minute effort watch
16/07 | RD 5 Baginbun Head 50707 Siln Ni Cheallaigh ditto
30/07 | D 5 Saltee Islands 50945 Jessica du Bois Seen from mainland at 06.30h
30/07 | CD 8 Saltee Islands 50861 Alan Hinchy Adults
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30/07 | BD 45 | Saltee Islands 50864 Sam Nunn Validated via video

30/07 | RD 2 Baginbun Head 50876 Sitn Ni Cheallaigh 180-minute effort watch
03/08 | RD 10 | Saltee Islands 50934 Sam Nunn Breaching

03/08 | BD 3 Carnivan 50924 Claire Cullen Feeding

09/08 | W 1 Kilmore Quay 51266 Tim Bourke Travelling

20/08 | RD 4 Ballyteige Bay 51114 Alan Hinchy Adults; west of Saltee Islands
16/09 | HP 1 Carnsore Point 51279 Kate Moore Breaching

21/09 | CD 3 Hook Head 51327 Andras Fabien Travelling

21/09 | CD 1 Hook Head 51328 Andras Fabien

22/09 | CD 7 Hook Head 51336 Andras Fabien

23/09 | HP 2 Slade 51352 Andras Fabien

25/09 | HP 3 Kilmore Quay 51378 Sarah Kineen

12/10 | BD 8 Baginbun Head 51550 Harm Deenan

20/10 | D 1 Hook Head 51636 Paddy Roche 1.5h effort watch

21/10 | HP 2 Hook Head 51635 Paddy Roche Close to shore

26/10 | HP 2 Hook Head 51664 Paddy Roche 100-minute effort watch
18/11 | HP 10 | Baginbun Head 51a8n1d8’2(:'L)9' Harm Deenan V%:{Eﬁlative for 95-minute effort

Table 11. Cetacean sightings on the South Wexford Coast, 2025.
(Source: https://iwdg.ie/browsers/sightings.php)

BD Bottlenose Dolphin FW Fin Whale MW Minke Whale

CD Common Dolphin HP Harbour Porpoise RD Ri ssods Dol phin
D Dolphin species HP/D? HP or dolphin w whale species

D? possible dolphin Lw large whale species

Figure 8. Ri ssobs Dol phi ns,2oMay20235he Saltee | sl ands
Source: Images by Joseph Batt @Dublin_Drone
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Other sightings

i On 1 July 2025, while out sailing, John and Carol Gibbonsaw1 0 Ri ssods Dol phi i
around their boat about halfway between Kilmore Quay and the Saltee Islands
(personal communication, Carol Gibbon).

U On 16 July 2025, Sitn Ni Cheallaigh reportedi 4 Ri s s 0 6
group of common dolphins at 10:11, West of Great Saltee -1 06
Baginbun heado(IWDG WW local group WhatsApp page).

U On 30 July 2025, Siun Ni Cheallaigh reportedt wo R iDslghim®1&m off
Baginbun Head and that Sam Nunn saw Bottlenose Dolphins at the Saltee Islands
(IWDG WW local group WhatsApp page).

0 On 31 July 2025, Sian Ni Cheallaigh reported:i Sam fr om Saltee Sea Saf
text that thereds 5 Rissobs agdWbDGWW day of f t
local group WhatsApp page).

s dol p
m watc

=
Q o»
—=
-
3

hi
hi

5.42.6 Carnivores Order Carnivora

5.42.6.1 Red Fox Vulpes vulpes

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 89. Hurley, 2002 page 78. Hurley, 2003 page 79. Hurley, 2004 page
98. Hurley, 2005 page 87. Hurley, 2008 page 70. Hurley, 2011 page 48. Hurley, 2013 page 61. Hurley, 2014 page 46.
Hurley, 2015 page 50. Hurley, 2017 page 45. Hurley, 2019 page 44. Hurley, 2020 page 47. Hurley, 2022 page 55.
Hurley, 2023 page 43.

5.42.6.2 Pine Marten Martes martes
References to earlier reports.  Hurley, 2000 page 89. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2014 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page
46. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 44. Hurley, 2020 page 47. Hurley, 2023 page 43. Hurley, 2025 page 44.

Update . Opportunistic record.

i The post on 6 April 2025 on the Facebook page of the Kilmore Quay Conservation
Group (https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571666303812&locale=ru_RU)
featured an image captured by a night vision camera of a Pine Marten at S963038
on Ballyteige Burrow by the drainage channel between Sofrimar and the sluice
cottage.

5.42.6.3 Irish Stoat Mustela erminea

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 90. Hurley, 2003 page 79. Hurley, 2005 page 87. Hurley, 2006 page
78. Hurley, 2007 page 84. Hurley, 2008 page 70. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2010 page 43. Hurley, 2011 page 49.
Hurley, 2012 page 55. Hurley, 2014 page 47. Hurley, 2017 page 46. Hurley, 2024 page 54. Hurley, 2025 page 44.
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5.42.6.4 American Mink Neovison

Vvison
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 67. Hurley,
1999 page 71. Hurley, 2000 pages 83-84. Hurley 2007, page 84.
Hurley, 2010 page 43. Hurley, 2012 page 55. Hurley, 2013 page
62. Hurley, 2014 page 47. Hurley, 2015 page 51. Hurley, 2017
page 46. Hurley, 2019 page 45. Hurley, 2023 page 44.

Update . Opportunistic record.

U On 16 June 2025, while involved in a litter
pick at The Coalyard (S893082),
Cullenstown, members of Tomhaggard
Clean Coast Group spotted a Mink with a
Rabbit emerging from a pipe (Source:
https://www.facebook.com/p/Tomhaggard-
Clean-Coasts-100081782781085/).

5.42.6.5 Badger Meles meles

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 91. Hurley, 2002 pages 78-79. Hurley, 2004 page 98. Hurley, 2005
page 88. Hurley, 2006 page 78. Hurley, 2007 page 85. Hurley, 2008 page 70. Hurley, 2010 page 44. Hurley, 2011 page
49. Hurley, 2012 page 55. Hurley, 2013 page 62. Hurley, 2014 page 47. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 45.
Hurley, 2021 page 56. Hurley, 2022 page 55. Hurley, 2023 page 44. Hurley, 2024 page 55. Hurley, 2025 page 44.

Update . Opportunistic record.

U In mid-March, digging (Plate 1 left, arrowed) was noted in the mound between
SPAR supermarket and the cutting at Ballyteige Burrow (S963036) in Kilmore
Quay. On 20 March 2025, Emer Doyle captured an image of a live animal by the

digging.

2y SO
@ M7°C/44°F 20/03/2024 22:11:41

Plate 1. Spoil heap (left) and live animal (right) at Ballyteige Burrow.
(Source: Emer Doyle)

0 On 2 October 2025, Jim Hurley spotted the remains of a road kill on the verge of
the public road at T016085, Moortown Great.

5.42.6.6 European Otter Lutra lutra

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 66-67. Hurley, 1999 page 69. Hurley, 2000 page 83. Hurley, 2001
page 79. Hurley, 2002 page 79. Hurley, 2004 page 98. Hurley, 2005 page 88. Hurley, 2007 page 85. Hurley, 2008 page
71. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2011 page 49. Hurley, 2012 page 56. Hurley, 2013 page 62. Hurley, 2014 page 47.
Hurley, 2015 page 51. Hurley, 2016 page 43. Hurley, 2017 page 46. Hurley, 2018 page 43. Hurley, 2019 page 45.
Hurley, 2020 page 48. Hurley, 2021 page 56. Hurley, 2022 page 55.
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Update . Opportunistic record.

U On 23 March 2025, Emer Doyle captured an
image of two live animals at the Sluice
House at Ballyteige Burrow (S963037),
Kilmore Quay. She reported that spraints
and footprints are common in the area

5.42.6.7 Other carnivores

References to earlier reports.  Hurley, 2002 page 79. Hurley,
2018 page 44.

5.42.7 Seals Order Pinnipedia 4°C/39°F  23/03/2025 06:19:14
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 67. Hurley,
1998 page 27. Hurley, 1999 pages 69-70. Hurley, 2001 pages 79-80. Hurley, 2002 pages 79-83. Hurley, 2003 page 80.
Hurley, 2004 page 99. Hurley, 2005 page 89. Hurley, 2006 page 97. Hurley, 2007 pages 86-89. Hurley, 2008 pages 71-
73. Hurley, 2009 page 49. Hurley, 2010 page 44. Hurley, 2011 page 49. Hurley, 2012 page 56. Hurley, 2013 page 63.
Hurley, 2014 page 48. Hurley, 2015 page 51. Hurley, 2017 page 47. Hurley, 2018 page 44. Hurley, 2019 page 46.
Hurley, 2020 page 48. Hurley, 2021 page 57.

Update . Opportunistic record.

i On 21 December 2025, Jim Hurley saw the scavenged remains of a juvenile on the
beach at T049054, Grogan Burrow, Tacumshin Lake.

5.42.8 Deer and goats Order Artiodactyla

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2009 pages 49-50. Hurley, 2012 page 56. Hurley, 2016 page 43. Hurley, 2022
page 56. Hurley, 2023 page 44.

6 NATURE CONSERVATI ON

6.1 Introduction

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 68. Hurley, 1999 page 78. Hurley, 2000 page 92. Hurley, 2003 page
81. Hurley, 2007 page 90. Hurley, 2008 page 74. Hurley, 2011 page 50. Hurley, 2013 page 63. Hurley, 2017 page 48.
Hurley, 2018 pages 45-46. Hurley, 2019 pages 46-47. Hurley, 2020 page 49. Hurley, 2021 page 58. Hurley, 2022 pages
56-57. Hurley, 2023 page 45. Hurley, 2024 pages 55-56. Hurley, 2025 pages 45-46.

Update s

Nature Restoration Law . The Nature Restoration Regulation (EU2024/1991) came
into force in August 2024. The Regulation is the first continent-wide, comprehensive
law of its kind, and sets binding targets to restore degraded ecosystems, in particular
those with the most potential to capture and store carbon and to prevent and reduce
the impact of natural disasters. The National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) was
appointed by Government to coordinate the development of a national Nature
Restoration Plan (NRP) arising from the Regulation, to be submitted to the EU
Commission by 1 September 2026. An Independent Advisory Group, chaired by Dr
Aoibhinn Ni Shuilleabhain was appointed at the end of 2024 to engage all parties and
advise the Minister on the content of the Plan.

On 25 March 2025, the first meeting was held of senior decision-makers from national
representative organisations, business, academia, and government to shape the vision
for the national Nature Restoration Plan.

On 31 July 2025, a new website https://www.restorenature.ie/ was launched to function

asa portal for public engagement with the devel
Plan. A series of participatory, community-level, events open to the public was planned

taking place all over the country from September 2025.

Biodiversity fundng . On Tuesday 20 May 2025, the governnm
million funding awarded to local authorities for biodiversity projects under the National
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Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Local Biodiversity Action Fund (LBAF). The funding
awarded was up 00.1 million on the corr
Wexford County Counci l projects were fu
2024 figure of 0123,172. The projects fu

Project Grant
Wetlands Survey 029, 90
Biodiversity Staff Training uals5, 00
Nightjar Survey Phase 2 al4, 17
Return to Nature 0$l11,50
Cherry Laurel Control Tintern Abbey ualo, 61
Biodiversity Education and Awareness events u6, 37
Recording Irish mayfly 1 _establishing conservation status al, 22
Total: ug8s8, 79

(Source: Government press release)
6.2 Intergovernmental Conventions and Treaties

6.2.1 The Ramsar Convention, 1971

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 68-69. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 1999 page 78. Hurley, 2000

pages 92-93. Hurley, 2001 page 81. Hurley, 2003 pages 81-82. Hurley, 2005 pages 90-91. Hurley, 2006 pages 80-81.

Hurley, 2013 page 63. Hurley, 2016 pages 44-45. Hurley, 2017 pages 49-50. Hurley, 2018 page 46. Hurley, 2021 page
58.

6.2.2 The CITES Convention, 1973

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 page 95. Hurley, 2001 page 81. Hurley, 2003 page 82. Hurley, 2007 page
91.

6.2.3 The Bonn Convention, 1979

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 69. Hurley, 1998 pages 27-28. Hurley, 1999 page 78. Hurley, 2001
pages 81-82. Hurley, 2004 page 101.

6.2.4 The Bern Convention, 1979

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 69. Hurley, 1998 page 27. Hurley, 2000 page 93. Hurley, 2001 page
82. Hurley, 2002 page 85. Hurley, 2003 pages 82-83. Hurley, 2005 page 92.

6.2.5 The Biodiversity Convention, 1992

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 70. Hurley, 1998 pages 28-29. Hurley, 1999 pages 78-79. Hurley,
2000 pages 93-94 and page 102. Hurley, 2001 page 82. Hurley, 2002 pages 85-87. Hurley, 2003 pages 83-84. Hurley,
2004 page 102. Hurley, 2005 page 92. Hurley, 2006 page 82. Hurley, 2007 page 92. Hurley, 2008 page 75. Hurley,
2009 pages 51-53. Hurley, 2010, page 45. Hurley, 2011 page 51. Hurley, 2012 pages 58-60. Hurley, 2013 page 64.
Hurley, 2014 page 49. Hurley, 2015 page 52. Hurley, 2016 page 46. Hurley, 2017 page 51. Hurley, 2018 page 47.
Hurley, 2019 page 47. Hurley, 2020 pages 50-53. Hurley, 2021 page 59. Hurley, 2024 page 57.

6.2.6 The Climate Change Convention, 1992

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2000 page 94. Hurley, 2001
pages 81-82. Hurley, 2002 page 87. Hurley 2003 page 84. Hurley, 2012 page 60. Hurley, 2020 page 53.

6.2.7 The OSPAR Convention, 1992

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2000 page 95. Hurley, 2001 page
83. Hurley, 2007 page 93. Hurley, 2011 page 52.

6.2.8 The Access to Information Convention, 1998
References to earlier reports.  Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2012 page 61. Hurley, 2013 page 65. Hurley, 2016 page
46.

6.2.9 The Regulation of Whaling Convention, 1946

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2001 page 83.
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6.2.10 The Pan-European Strategy, 1995

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 83. Hurley, 2003 page 85.

6.2.11 The European Landscape Convention, 2000

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2002 page 88. Hurley, 2003 page 85.

6.2.12 The London Convention, 1972

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2004 page 103.

6.2.13 The MARPOL Convention, 1973 and 1978

Reference to earlier report . Hurley, 2004 pages 103-104.

6.2.14 The World Heritage Convention, 1972

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2012 page 61.

6.3 ldentifying critical areas and species

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2017 page 52.

6.3.1 Important Bird Areas (IBAS)

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 70-71. Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 80. Hurley, 2000
pages 95-96. Hurley, 2001 pages 83-84. Hurley, 2007 pages 94-96. Hurley, 2010 page 46. Hurley 2011, page 52.
Hurley, 2013 page 66. Hurley, 2016 page 47. Hurley, 2017 page 53. Hurley, 2018 page 48. Hurley, 2019 page 49.

6.3.2 Important habitat types

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 71. Hurley, 2000 page 96. Hurley, 2001 page 84. Hurley, 2006
pages 84-86. Hurley, 2007 page 96. Hurley, 2008 pages 77-78. Hurley, 2009 page 53. Hurley, 2010 page 46. Hurley,
2011 page 53. Hurley, 2024 page 58.

6.3.3 Important marine areas

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 71. Hurley, 1998 page 29. Hurley, 1999 page 81. Hurley, 2000 page
97. Hurley, 2001 page 84. Hurley, 2002 pages 89-90. Hurley, 2006 page 86. Hurley, 2007 pages 96-99. Hurley, 2008
page 78. Hurley, 2009 page 54. Hurley, 2010 page 46. Hurley, 2013 page 67. Hurley, 2019 page 49.

6.3.4 Areas of Scientific Interest (ASIS)

Reference to earlier report . Hurley, 2010 pages 47-51.

6.3.5 Natural Heritage Areas (NHAS)

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2010 pages 52-56. Hurley, 2013 pages 68-69. Hurley, 2014 pages 51-52.
Hurley, 2016 page 48.

6.3.5.1 NPWS: Ecosystems, habitats, and species.
6.3.5.2 GSI: Geological and geomorphological

Reference to earlier report . Hurley, 2017 pages 54-58.

6.3.6 Areas of landscape importance

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 73. Hurley, 1998 page 30. Hurley, 1999 page 86. Hurley, 2000 page
97. Hurley, 2001 pages 85-86. Hurley, 2002 page 91. Hurley, 2003 page 87. Hurley, 2007 page 101. Hurley, 2009 page
54. Hurley, 2012 page 62. Hurley, 2013 page 70. Hurley, 2016 page 49. Hurley, 2018 pages 55-60. Hurley, 2020 pages
55-60. Hurley, 2021 page 61.
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Addendum . In 2021, the high nature value farmland and forests B Extensive Mountainous
biodiversity (HNV_FarmForBio) project team produced a landscape
classification map of Ireland (Figure 9 left with the South Wexford
Coast enlarged right). The map was generated by geospatial and

M Semi-intensified Elevated

M Semi-intensified Lowlands

multivariate analysis of the Physiographic Units Map of Ireland MIEwaie L owiance
(2018) and Corine Land Cover (2018). The map represented nine B Intensified Lowlands
landscape classes, with a minimum mapping unit of 5km? and a B Peatiands

working scale of 1:250,000. However, the key provided to identify
these nine landscape classes did not feature the map colours used
(https://hnvfarmforbio.ie/maps/a-landscape-classification-map-of-
ireland-and-its-potential-use-in-national-land-use-monitoring/). B Sandy Coastiands

N

B Extensive Bedrock Plains

M Marshland — Estuarine

Figure 9. Landscape classification map.

(Source: https://hnvfarmforbio.ie/maps/a-landscape-classification-map-of-ireland-and-
its-potential-use-in-national-land-use-monitoring/)

6.3.7 Red lists

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 87. Hurley, 2003 pages 87-88. Hurley, 2012 page 62. Hurley, 2013
page 70. Hurley, 2017 page 58. Hurley, 2018 page 49. Hurley, 2020 page 61. Hurley, 2021 page 61.

6.3.8 High Nature Value (HNV) areas

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2018 page 50.

6.4 Implementing EU Directives

6.4.1 Introduction

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 97-98. Hurley, 2001 page 88. Hurley, 2002 page 92. Hurley, 2003
pages 88-89. Hurley, 2006 page 88.

6.4.2 The Birds Directive, 1979

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 74. Hurley, 1998 page 30. Hurley, 1999 pages 86-87. Hurley, 2000
pages 98 and 100. Hurley, 2001 pages 88-90. Hurley, 2002 page 93. Hurley, 2003 pages 89-92. Hurley, 2004 page
107. Hurley, 2005 page 98. Hurley, 2006 pages 89-95. Hurley, 2007 page 103. Hurley, 2008, page 80. Hurley, 2009
page 55. Hurley, 2010 pages 56-57. Hurley, 2011 pages 54-55. Hurley, 2013 page 71. Hurley, 2014 page 53. Hurley,
2015 page 54-56. Hurley, 2016 page 49. Hurley, 2018 page 50. Hurley, 2019 pages 46-47. Hurley, 2020 page 62.
Hurley, 2021 page 62. Hurley, 2022 page 60. Hurley, 2023 page 48. Hurley, 2024 page 59. Hurley, 2025 pages 48-49.
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Saltee Islands. In April 2025, advertise-
ments started appearing online for Saltee
Sea Safaris, 1.5h trips around the islands
departing from Kilmore Quay, on the 9-
metre commercial R | Bam@s Joyceo
carrying twelve passengers and two crew.
Sightseeing, sunrise, sunset, and custom
tripswer e o f f e#pergersart.

440

Great Saltee Puffins

On Saturday 19 July : |YL Y,
2025, Richard Nairnd s e é
article regarding Puffins
on Great Saltee was
published in The Irish
Times (right).

Great Saltee . On 1
August 2025, a
government press
release announced that
earlier in 2025 the
NPWS had appointed
KRC Environmental
Consultants to run a
seabirds conservation
project on Great Saltee.
Seabird Wardens were
in place on the island
from May and would
continue until the end
of August. The wardens
erected signage and
engaged with visitors to
raise awareness,
encourage people to
keep their distance
from nesting birds
thereby reducing
disturbance caused
through recreational
activity and increased
visitor numbers.

Isaw ‘selfies’ with puffins
being taken on the Saltee

Islands. People should
lﬁep their distance

narecentvisit to the Saltee
Islands off the coastof Co
Wexford, Iwas amazed to
find thatup to 200 people
arelanding on the larger
island every day in the summer.

Four ferry boats ply the 20-min-
ute crossing from Kilmore Quaya
number of times each day. Passen-
gers fan outacross the island
carrying cameras, mobile phones
and picnic lunches but the majority
are heading for the puffin colonies
on the steep grassy slopes. These
iconic seabirds are the main draw
for most tourists, the majority of
whom have never seen a seabird up
close, except for a cheeky gull
searching the rubbish binsina city
park.

When first went to the Saltees
more than 50 years ago, the islands
were deserted, a derelict farmhouse
standing among the bracken-cov-
ered fields, left behind by a farming
family many years earlier. We were
taken there onasmaliinshore -
fishing boat and landed on the
beachinalittle wooden rowboat
thatwas sculled with a single oar by
the fisherman Jack Devereux.

There were few visitors, mostly
birdwatchers who were there to
study migrant songbirds and some
scientists monitoring the seabirds.
Among these was the late Oscar
Memme, one of Ireland’s most
accomplished seabird experts. In
the1970s, Oscar was the joint
author of a seminal book, Saltees:
Islands of Birds and Legends, in
which he estimated that there were
about 830 pairs of puffins breeding
there. These were idyllic days when
one could wander freely on this
beautifulisland, which was and still
is privately owned.

Buttimes have changed. Now it
can be necessary to book a place on
one of the ferries a month or more
ahead. Onarrival at the larger
island, the crowds are excited tosee
hundreds of puffins standing
outside their nesting burrows.
Underground, each burrow con-
tains a single fluffy black puffin
chick, waiting patiently in the dark
for the nextload of fish to be deliv-
ered by one or other of its parents.

In the previous decade, the
number of puffins on the larger

e
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I Puffins: loonic seabirds. Photograph: Valerie O'Sutlivan

island had dwindled considerably,
due partially to predation by rats
which enter the burrows at night
feeding on puffin eggs and chicks.

Butuncontrolled disturbance by
visitors was also implicated. Many
people unwittingly walked on the
vulnerable burrows, causing them
to collapse, or stayed too long in the
nesting areas, preventing some of
the adults from coming ashore with |
vital provisions for their offspring.

On my recent visit, | watched as
some people photographed the
adult puffins, atarange of little
more than a metre, using the
ubiquitous mobile phones. Some
were even taking “selfies” with the
birds or sitting on the burrows
eating their picnics.

This behavlour is not confined to
the Saltees. On Ireland’s Eye, just
off Howth Harbour, l have watched
anunrestrained dog cause mayhem
inalarge colony of ground-nesting
cormorants while its owner looked
onapparentlyunconcerned. On
Dalkey Island in Dublin Bay, visitors
walked unwittingly among nesting
terns, rendering the eggs and chicks
vulnerable to predation by the large
gulls, that are constantly present.
Researchers on the Pacific coast
of Mexico, studying human distur-
bance of the related burrow-nesting
Cassin's auklet, found that chicks in
disturbed areas left the nests with
lower body weights compared to
chicks in the undisturbed areas. As

the later survival of chicks at sea can
be affected by their weights at
fledging, many of these birds may
not survive the first winter. They
alsoreported that adult birds whose
burrows were closer to paths more
often abandoned their chicks and
had lower breeding success com-
pared to birds nesting further away

| fromdisturbance.

All this suggests that people
should keep their distance if the
welfare of the birdsis a priority.
However, this presents a paradox.
Fornarure to flourish people need
to engage with wild creatures. Butif

| thatengagementinvolvesdistur-

bance, then damage may be done.
Thankfully, the situation for
puffins on the Saltee Islands has
improved in recent years. Rangers,
funded by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, are stationed on
Great Saltee throughout the
breeding season. They meet visitors
coming off the boats, explaining to
them what can be seen and asking
for their co-operation in keeping a
good distance from the nests. A
programme of rat control has also
hadbeneficial effects and the puffin
population of the two islands is now
estimated atabout 1,100 pairs.
Thelate Oscar Merne would have
been pleased to see this progress.

Richard Nairn is an ecologist and
writer. His most recent book is
Future Wild: Nature Restoration in
ireland
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Seas off Wexford candidate SPA . On 6 August 2025, public notice was given by the
NPWS (Wexford People, issue dated 6 August 2025, page 4) that, further to the
Regulation 15 public notice of January 2024, it was proposed to classify the Seas off
Wexford candidate SPA under Regulation 16. Both Regulations referred to the
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended
(https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/si/293/made/en/print). Submissions were
invited before 31 October 2025.

Saltees

An Roinn Tithiochta, -‘ ‘* Biosecurity Plan .

Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta = On Tuesday 18th

Department of Housing, :

Local Government and Heritage November 2025
NATURA 2000 the National Parks

GOVERNMENT NOTICE and Wildlite
Service (NPWS)
FOR THE ATTENTION OF MARINE USERS IN together with
COUNTIES WATERFORD AND WEXFORD project facilitators

This notice is to advise you that under Regulation 16 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habltat
Habitats) Regulations 2011, and following on from the earlier Regulation 15 notice of January 2024, in
respect of the same proposed classification, the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage has Assessment &
identified the Seas off Wexford 004237 as eligible for classification as a Special Protection Area (SPA). Restoration Ltd
The site has been identified and selected on ornithological grounds and will be recognised as an held a day_long
internationally important site for birds. Ireland must take appropriate measures to protect such sites. The .
Minister has issued a Direction in respect of certain activities (Activities Requiring Consent) which must not Open, drOp'ln
be undertaken within or close to the site without permission having first been obtained from the Minister.
Planning authorities will include the site in all relevant Development Plans. The classification of this site will Stake.hOI(.jer
be taken into account when assessing any future development proposals within or close to the site. meetlng in the
A map showing the area of the candidate SPA may be viewed : — Stella Maris

in the public offices of the following in the locality or is
available on request from the email/address below:

Centre, Kilmore
Quay, to discuss a
proposed Saltee
Islands Biosecurity
and Incursion
Response Plan.
The aim was to
strengthen
measures to keep

» Teagasc  National Parks & Wildlife Service

 Local Authority » Garda Stations

¢ Social Protection e County Libraries

Request for observations

Any person with a sufficient interest in the area selected
for classification can submit an observation to the Minister.
Observations must be supported by scientifically-based
ornithological criteria and must be received at the address
below by Friday 31st October 2025.

Objections to proposed designation

Any person, having or being entitled to an interest in the area selected for classification, can object to

the classification or to the Ministerial Direction relating to the Activities Requiring Consent. Objections the Saltee Islands
must be supported by scientifically-based ornithological criteria and must be received at the address below f f . .

by Friday 31st October 2025, ree rrom invasive
Any person requiring further information, including the objection process, should contact Species and to
sitedesignations@npws.gov.ie or write to Designations Unit, National Parks and Wildlife Service, su ppOl‘t the Iong_

90 King Street North, Dublin 7, DO7N7CV. .
term protection of

Seas off Wexford i i i
its seabird colonies
candidate Special Protection Area 004237 .. .
and biodiversity.

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

A |s20321°N 50 52' 0" W F | 51057747°N 6°27'10'W 6.4.3 The
B [52°0'0"N 5° 54' 0" W G | 51°556"N 6°27'19" W ;

Habitats
c |stes80'N 5°54' 0" W H | 5155 27" N 6°44' 45' W Directiv
D |51°580'N 5957'0'W I |5200'50"N 6°44' 29" W ective,
E |51°574'N 5°57' 0" W J |s2e19N 7°157"W 1992

References to earlier
reports . Hurley, 1997
pages 74-75. Hurley, 1998 page 30. Hurley, 1999 pages 87-89. Hurley, 2000 pages 98-101. Hurley, 2001 pages 91-92.
Hurley, 2002 pages 94-98. Hurley 2003 pages 93- 96. Hurley, 2004 page 108. Hurley, 2005 pages 98-103. Hurley, 2006
pages 96-97. Hurley, 2007 pages 104-107. Hurley, 2008 pages 81-84. Hurley, 2009 pages 56-60. Hurley, 2010 pages
57-65. Hurley, 2011 pages 55-58. Hurley, 2012 pages 63-72. Hurley, 2013 page 72. Hurley, 2014 pages 53-59. Hurley,
2015 pages 57-58. Hurley, 2016 pages 50-52. Hurley, 2017 pages 59-81. Hurley, 2018 pages 50-56. Hurley, 2019
pages 46-47 and 51-57. Hurley, 2020 page 63-67. Hurley, 2021 pages 63-66. Hurley, 2022 pages 61-64. Hurley, 2023
pages 49-50. Hurley, 2024 pages 59-60. Hurley, 2025 page 50.
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Ladyods | s lCaB8 AprilkG2% the Department of Housing, Local Government

and Heritage published a 21-page ®etermination on Screening for Appropriate
Assessmentbregardingwat er qual ity monitoring measures Wi
Special Area of Conservation and Ladyds | sl and
improve understanding of the dynamics of the lagoon and to inform the development of

restoration proposals for the site (DHLGH, 2025). The project involved the installation

of seven water quality and water level monitoringsondes wi t hin t he Ladyds | s
SAC. fiThe equipment is required to monitor water levels and water quality parameters

i.e. specific conductivity/salinity, temperature, dissolved oxygen and turbidity, on a

near-continuous basis to provide information on the dynamics of the lagoon which will

inform the development of restoration proposals for the site.0Six of the sondes were

deployed on floating buoys in the lagoon, and a water level data logger was installed at

Rostonstown Burrow to monitor changes in water levels (Figure 10).

Monitoring
locations

Type
@ suling wel

Figure 10. Seven installation locatonsat Ladyo6s |1 sl and Lake.

Ballyteige Burrow . On 4 November 2025, public notice was given by the Department
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage of the publication of a Determination on
Screening for Appropriate Assessment regarding a 1km length of temporary livestock
electric fencing for the management of livestock in sensitive coastal dune habitats
within Ballyteige Burrows Special Area of Conservation and Ballyteige Burrows Special
Protection Area (DHLGH, 2025).

Fishing in Natura 2000 sites . The European Commission published guidance to help
Member States to correctly implement the provisions of Article 4 of the Birds Directive

and Article 6 of the Habitats Directive for management of Natura 2000 sites as regards
commercial and recreational marine fishing activities (EC, 2025).

Article 17 report . The Article 17 report for 2025 was released on 10 December 2025 in
three volumes: Volume 1 (an overview report), Volume 2 (habitats) and Volume 3
(species) (https://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports).
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6.4.4 The EIA Directive, 1997

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 75. Hurley, 1999 page 89. Hurley, 2000 page 102. Hurley, 2001
page 92. Hurley, 2002 page 98. Hurley, 2003 page 97. Hurley, 2004 page 109. Hurley, 2011 pages 58-59. Hurley, 2012
pages 73-74. Hurley, 2013 page 73. Hurley, 2015 page 58. Hurley, 2018 page 56. Hurley, 2019 page 56. Hurley, 2020
page 68.

6.4.5 The Urban Waste Water Directive, 1991

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 75. Hurley, 2001 page 92. Hurley, 2002 page 98.

6.4.6 The Freedom of Information Directive, 2003
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1999 pages 90 and 145. Hurley, 2004 page 109. Hurley, 2008, page 84.

6.4.7 The Nitrates Directive, 1991

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 page 37. Hurley, 1999 page 105. Hurley, 2001 pages 92-93. Hurley, 2002
page 99. Hurley, 2003 pages 97-98. Hurley, 2004 pages 110-111. Hurley, 2005 pages 104-105. Hurley, 2006 page 98.
Hurley, 2007 page 108. Hurley, 2008, page 85. Hurley, 2009 page 60. Hurley, 2010 page 65. Hurley, 2011 page 59.
Hurley, 2012 page 74. Hurley, 2015 page 59. Hurley, 2018 page 57. Hurley, 2019 page 58.

Update. The Department of Agriculture published a map (Figure 11) showing maximum
nitrates derogation stocking rate limits for 2025. The purple colour identifies areas
where the Maximum Stocking Rate of 220kg livestock manure nitrogen per hectare
applies for Nitrates Derogation Holdings in these areas from the 1st of December 2025
(a cut-back from 250kg to 220kg), while the brown colour indicates areas where the
220kg limit applied from the 1st of January 2024.

Maximum Nitrates Derogation Stocking
Rate Limits Map 2025

Figure 11. Maximum nitrates derogation stocking rate limits for 2025.

(Source: https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-
marine/publications/rural-environment-sustainability-nitrates/#nitrates-derogation)

6.4.8 The Water Framework Directive, 2000

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 93. Hurley, 2003 page 98. Hurley, 2004 page 111-112. Hurley, 2005
page 105. Hurley, 2006 page 99. Hurley, 2007 page 109. Hurley, 2008, pages 85-87. Hurley, 2009 page 61. Hurley,
2011 pages 60-61. Hurley, 2015 page 59. Hurley, 2017 pages 82-83. Hurley, 2018 pages 57-64. Hurley, 2019 page 58.
Hurley, 2022 page 65. Hurley, 2024 page 61.

6.4.9 The Integrated Pollution Control Directive, 1991

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 pages 93-94. Hurley, 2004 page 112. Hurley, 2005 page 106.

6.4.10 The Shellfish Directive, 2006

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 pages 93-94. Hurley, 2004 pages 112-113.

6.4.11 The Strategic Environmental Assessment, 2001

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2005 page 106. Hurley, 2008, page 88. Hurley, 2013 page 74. Hurley, 2014
page 60. Hurley, 2015 page 59. Hurley, 2020 page 69.
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6.4.12 The Marine Strategy Framework Directive, 2008

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2010 page 66. Hurley, 2012 page 75. Hurley, 2013 page 74. Hurley, 2014 page
61. Hurley, 2015 pages 60-61. Hurley, 2016 pages 53-55. Hurley, 2017 page 84. (Hurley, 2018 page 64 moved to
6.4.16). Hurley, 2019 page 59. Hurley, 2020 page 71. Hurley, 2021 page 55. Hurley, 2022 pages 65-67. Hurley, 2023
pages 51-54. Hurley, 2024 pages 61-62. Hurley, 2025 pages 51-52.

NB: See Section 6.4.16 in previous reports for overlap.

Update . On 15 January 2025, Fine Gael publisheda 162-page 6 Dr aft Pr ogr amme
Go v er nme n https2\OvavSiriegaél.ie/app/uploads/2025/01/Programme-for-
Government-2025.pdf). The draft programme comprised an introduction and twelve

chapters. The chapter titled 6Growing our Econc
OFi sheries and -tédet ManioedoChasudl Communiti esd¢
stated: AThi sl @Gofvelrlnomeend v ei ght bull et points

commi tted t he Rgwewandstrangthen cohservation measures for

marine ecosystems and wildlife. We will also expand Marine Protected Areas (MPAS)

and establish wildlife sanctuaries.6(page 29). No mention was made regarding either

the Marine Protected Areas Bill that has been ¢
MPA-LIFE-Ireland project
(https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE22-IPE-IE-MPA-LIFE-
IRELAND-101103680/mpa-life-ireland).

In August, Fair Seas reported that fthe Government is reconsidering how it will deliver
Marine Protected Area (MPA) legislation. While a standalone MPA law had long been
promised, officials now indicate a preference for incorporating MPAs into amendments
to the Maritime Area Planning (MAP) Act. It was said that a final decision is expected
after the Department of Climate, Environment and Energy (DCEE) takes over
responsibility on August 1st.0

6.4.13 The Floods Directive, 2007

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2011 page 62. Hurley, 2012 pages 18 and 76. Hurley, 2013 page 75. Hurley,
2016 page 56. Hurley, 2017 page 85. Hurley, 2018 page 65. Hurley, 2019 page 60.

6.4.14 The INSPIRE Directive, 2007

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 2012 page 77.

6.4.15 Waste Framework Directive, 2008

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2012 page 77. Hurley, 2013 page 76.

6.4.16 Maritime Spatial Planning Directive, 2014

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2017 page 85. Hurley, 2018 page 64 (transferred from 6.4.12). Hurley, 2019
pages 60-61. Hurley, 2020 page 71. Hurley, 2021 pages 68-73. Hurley, 2022 page 67. Hurley, 2023 page 54.

6.4.17 Other EU Directives

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 pages 93-94. Hurley, 2006 page 100. Hurley, 2012 page 77.

6.5 Enacting other domestic legislation

6.5.1 Introduction

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 page 94. Hurley, 2002 page 99. Hurley, 2017 page 86.

6.5.2 The Wildlife Acts, 1976 -2000

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 75-77. Hurley, 1998 page 31. Hurley, 1999 pages 90-91. Hurley,
2000 pages 102-103. Hurley, 2001 page 94. Hurley, 2002 page 100. Hurley, 2003 page. Hurley, 2004 page 113. Hurley,
2005 pages 107-110. Hurley, 2006 page 101. Hurley, 2007 pages110-111. Hurley 2009, page 61. Hurley, 2010 page
66. Hurley, 2011 page 63. Hurley, 2013 page 76. Hurley, 2015 page 61. Hurley, 2016 page 58. Hurley, 2019 page 61.
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Wexford County Biodiversity Action Plan. In early 2025, Wexford County Council
(WCC) commenced work on the development of a Local Biodiversity Action Plan
(LBAP) for the county. Key events in the development of the LBAP were as follows.

April . WCC gave public notice on its website that a LBAP was being prepared
(https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/environment-and-climate-change/biodiversity-community-
and-schools/biodiversity/local-biodiversity), a 16-page Pre-Draft Consultation Paper
provided background to the development of the plan
(https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/sites/default/files/content/Wexfor%20CoCo0%20Local%20
Biodiversity%20Pre%20draft%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf), and people were invited to
either (1) consult in person with Claire Goodwin, WCC Biodiversity Officer, at events
held in the four public libraries, or (2) to complete an online survey
(https://consult.wexfordcoco.ie/en/content/local-biodiversity-action-plan-survey ), and/or
(3) to make a written submission to the Biodiversity Officer before 30 May 2025. On 16
April 2025, public notice was given in the local press of a vacancy on the Biodiversity
Working Group for a PPN representative.

6.5.3 The Planning Acts, 1963 -2000

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 77. Hurley, 1998 page 31. Hurley, 1999 pages 91-92. Hurley, 2000
pages 103-104. Hurley, 2001 pages 94-95. Hurley, 2002 pages 100-103. Hurley, 2003 pages 99-100. Hurley, 2004
page 114. Hurley, 2005 pages 110-111. Hurley, 2006 page 102. Hurley, 2007 pages 112-114. Hurley, 2008 pages 89-
90. Hurley, 2009 page 61. Hurley, 2010 page 67. Hurley, 2011 page 63. Hurley, 2012 page 78. Hurley, 2013 pages 77-
78. Hurley, 2015 page 62. Hurley, 2018 page 65. Hurley, 2021 page 74. Hurley, 2022 page 68. Hurley, 2023 page 55.
Hurley, 2025 pages 52-53.

Update s

Marine planning . On 9 June 2025, public notice was given (The Irish Times, issue
dated 9 June 2025, page 3) that representations were being sought by the Department
of Climate, Energy and the Environment on a draft Marine Planning Policy Statement
(MPPS) before 7 July 2025 (https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-climate-energy-and-
the-environment/consultations/consultation-on-the-marine-planning-policy-statement/ ).

In November 2019, the government published Ireland'’s first Marine Planning Policy
Statement (MPPS) on a non-statutory basis, pending development of the National
Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) and adoption of the Maritime Area Planning Act
2021 (MAP Act). The present document is the draft statutory MPPS. A revised draft of
the MPPS will be prepared following this public consultation.

The Draft MPPS seeks to support the protection and restoration of biodiversity (page 9)
and have environmental stewardship as a priority (page 10).

Walking trail . Planning permission granted by Wexford County Council for the Kilmore
Quay Recreation Trail, a walking trail from Kilmore Quay to Ballyburn together with a
trailhead car park (Ref 20240553), was appealed to An Coimisitun Pleanéala (Ref
322097). On 25 November 2025, the Commission refused the permission granted on
three grounds: (1) insufficient information regarding potential impacts on the
architectural heritage of the southern portion of the trail, (2) gaps in the scientific
information submitted and incomplete evaluation of impacts on the Natura 2000
network, together with inadequate mitigation measures to prevent water pollution, and
(3) insufficient ecological surveys to inform an assessment.

6.5.4 The Foreshore Acts, 1933 -1998

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 77. Hurley, 2011 page 63.

6.5.5 The Water Pollution Acts, 1977 -1990

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 77. Hurley, 1999 page 92. Hurley, 2003 pages 100-101. Hurley,
2004 page 115.
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6.5.6 Other relevant domestic legislation
References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 pages 95-96. Hurley, 2002 pages 103-104.

6.6 Interpretation and Eco -tourism

6.6.1 Introduction

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 pages 31-32. Hurley, 2001 page 96. Hurley, 2002 page 104. Hurley, 2003
pages 101-102. Hurley, 2004 page 116. Hurley, 2005 page 113. Hurley, 2006 pages 103-104. Hurley, 2007 page 116.
Hurley, 2008 pages 91-92. Hurley, 2009 page 62. Hurley, 2010 page 67. Hurley, 2011 page 64. Hurley, 2013 page 78.
Hurley, 2014 page 63. Hurley, 2015 page 63. Hurley, 2016 page 59. Hurley, 2017 page 87. Hurley, 2018 pages 66-69. .
Hurley, 2019 page 62. Hurley, 2020 page 72. Hurley, 2021 page 75. Hurley, 2022 page 69.

6.6.2 Designations by site

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2000 pages 104-106. Hurley, 2001 page 96. Hurley, 2002 page 105.

6.6.3 The Coastal Path

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2001 pages 96-97. Hurley, 2002 page 105. Hurley, 2005 page 105. Hurley,
2006 page 104. Hurley, 2007 pages 117-121. Hurley, 2008 page 92. Hurley, 2009 page 63. Hurley, 2010 page 68.
Hurley, 2011 page 64. Hurley, 2012 page 79. Hurley, 2020 page 72. Hurley, 2023 page 56.

/ THE STAFF GAUGE

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 78-80. Hurley, 1999 page 92. Hurley, 2000 page 107. Hurley, 2002
page 105. Hurley, 2003 page 102. Hurley, 2005 page 114. Hurley, 2009 page 63. Hurley, 2012 page 80.

8 WATER LEVEL | NSI DE THE BARRI ER
8.1 Water inputs

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 81-87. Hurley, 1998 pages 32-33. Hurley, 1999 page 93. Hurley,
2002 page 106. Hurley, 2013 page 79.

8.2 Water outputs

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 87-90. Hurley, 2013 page 79.

9 WATER LEVEL OUTSI DE THE BARRI ER

9.1 Introduction

Reference s to earlier report s. Hurley, 1997 page 91. Hurley, 2024 pages 63-64.

9.2 Measuring sea level

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 91-93. Hurley, 1998 page 33. Hurley, 2002 page 106. Hurley, 2003
page 103. Hurley, 2005 page 115. Hurley, 2008 page 93. Hurley, 2013 page 80. Hurley, 2022 page 69. Hurley, 2025
page 54.

9.3 Tides

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 93-94. Hurley, 2000 page 109. Hurley, 2001 page 98. Hurley, 2004
page 118. Hurley, 2005 page 116. Hurley, 2008 page 94. Hurley, 2012 page 80. Hurley, 2015 pages 64-65. Hurley,
2018 page 70. Hurley, 2021 page 76. Hurley, 2022 page 70.

9.4 Sea waves, surges, swells , etc.

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 94-97. Hurley, 1999 pages 94-96. Hurley, 2000 page 109. Hurley,
2002 page 107. Hurley, 2003 page 104. Hurley, 2008 page 94. Hurley, 2013 pages 80-81. Hurley, 2015 page 66.
Hurley, 2023 pages 57-58.
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9.5 Bedform

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 27 and 98-99. Hurley, 1998 page 18. Hurley, 1999 page 30. Hurley,
2000 pages 110-111. Hurley, 2004 page 119.

9.6 Wave set-up and wave run -up

Reference to earlier report. Hurley, 1997 page 99.

9.7 Synthesis: the combined effect

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 100-102. Hurley, 1998 pages 33-35. Hurley, 1999 pages 98-101.
Hurley, 2000 pages 112-113. Hurley, 2001 pages 98-102. Hurley, 2002 page 108. Hurley, 2003 pages 104-105. Hurley,
2013 page 82. Hurley, 2019 page 63.

1I0THE NEED TO REGULATE WATER

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 103. Hurley, 2013 page 83.

10.1 Farming concerns

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 103-104. Hurley, 2005 page 118.

10.2 The Marian pilgrimage

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 104-106. Hurley, 1998 page 36. Hurley, 1999 page 102-103.
Hurley, 2000 pages 119-120. Hurley, 2001 page 103. Hurley, 2002 page 109. Hurley, 2003 pages 105-106. Hurley,
2005 page 118. Hurley, 2007 page 125. Hurley, 2009 pages 65-68. Hurley, 2011 page 66. Hurley, 2012 page 81.
Hurley, 2014 page 65.

10.3 Wildfowling

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 106-107. Hurley, 1999 page 102.

10.4 Water sports

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 107-108. Hurley, 1998 page 36.

10.5 Sewerage scheme

Reference to earlier report . Hurley, 2001 pages 103-104.

11IWATER QUALITY

11.1 Overview of non -marine waters

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 109. Hurley, 1999 page 120. Hurley, 2000 page 104. Hurley, 2004
pages 122-123. Hurley, 2005 page 119. Hurley, 2007 pages 126-127. Hurley, 2008 page 96. Hurley, 2009 page 68.
Hurley, 2010 pages 70-72. Hurley, 2011 page 66. Hurley, 2012 page 82. Hurley, 2017 page 89. Hurley, 2019 page 64.
Hurley, 2020 page 74. Hurley, 2021 page 77. Hurley, 2023 page 59. Hurley, 2024 page 65. Hurley, 2025 pages 55-56.
This section deals with international, national, regional, county and South Wexford
Coast issues.

Update

HMWBs. On 18 December 2025, the government announced that following a series of
detailed technical assessments and public consultations, Ireland was designating 466
water bodies as Heavily Modified Water Bodies (HMWBS) in order to bring clarity to
their future management and to support a forthcoming review of arterial drainage
practices, as committed to in the Water Action Plan 2024.

Four river waterbodies on the South Wexford Coast were classified as HMWBs (Table
12). Essentially, the waterbodies in question comprise (1) the drainage channels on
Inish and Ballyteige Slob, and (2) three segments of the Bridgetown Canal. Details at
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ and www.catchments.ie.
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Water Body Name Water Body Code

Ballyteige Burrow 010 IE_SE_13B330460

Bridgetown (Wexford) 020 | IE_SE_13B010090

Bridgetown (Wexford) 030 | IE_SE_13B010200

Bridgetown (Wexford) 040 | IE_SE_13B010400

Table 12. HMWBSs on the South Wexford Coast.

112 Ladyo6s I sl and Lake

Results are presented separately for the lagoon (Section 11.2.1) and the waste water
treatment plant (Section 11.2.2).

11.2.1 The lagoon

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 pages 109-113 plus page 116. Hurley, 1998 page 36. Hurley, 1999 pages
106-110. Hurley, 2000 page 122. Hurley, 2001 pages 104-105. Hurley, 2002 page 110. Hurley, 2003 page 107. Hurley,
2004 pages 123-137. Hurley, 2005 pages 123-137. Hurley, 2006 pages 110-112. Hurley, 2007 pages 128-134. Hurley,
2008 pages 96-97. Hurley, 2009 page 69. Hurley, 2010 page 73. Hurley, 2011 page 67. Hurley, 2012 pages 83-84.
Hurley, 2016 pages 62-63. Hurley, 2017 page 89. Hurley, 2020 page 75. Hurley, 2021 pages 77-78. Hurley, 2022 page
71. Hurley, 2023 pages 60-61. Hurley, 2024 page 66. Hurley, 2025 page 56.

Update s

CLEAR report . On 9 January 2025, the Environment Protection Agency (EPA)

publisheda7l-page report of the CLEAR projeest at Lady
al., 2024) together with a one-page and video summary. The report made it clear that

no i mprovement iin the | akeo6 asubstaotibl cedugtiomnin | | be poc
nutrient run-off from land and that, consequently, society must address the conflict

between the overuse of nutrients such as nitrogen and the impact that nutrients are

having on our water resources. The report also contained the assessments regarding

climate change and the proposed pipeline. Details regarding the reactions to the report

are recorded at https://www.southwexfordcoast.com/ladys-island-lake/.

SNaP Project Team . A 14-person LIFE SNaP Ireland Project Team was put in place.

That team lagoanlexpgite d A fubl i c invitation to appl)
Manager was published with a closing deadline of 24 January 2025
(https://assets.qov.ie/315903/242a2802-9f64-4f47-a96d-c2d375ac5f27.pdf).

EPA report . On 14 October 2025. The EPA published its report regarding water quality
in Ireland during the period 2019-2024 (EPA, 2025). ‘?‘
The ecological status of most rivers and streams on ﬁ f

the South Wexf or dPoodo g sotr a
o rModerated ( y)eblutlthe status of coastal water
was rated 6Highoé (bl ube) (
Ballyteigue-Bannow (13) catchment showed no
improvements in status during the five-year period
(page 30). As indicated by their lagoonal

communites, bot h Ballyteige anag Ladyos T srTand Lake
w e r ia poér ecological status0 ( page 59 ,BahavBhyevadat pbor statud

due to elevated growths of opportunistic macroalgae.0 ( pages .60 and 64)

t right)

Pollution incident . On 16 October 2025, Jim Hurley noted a patch of water with an off-
white colour and a foul smell about halfway along the western shore of Lady's Island
(Figure 12). He reported the incident to Wexford County Council. On 12 November
2025, Brendan Cooney replied: iRe the scum on the lake we have caried out a number
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of drone flights on Ladys Is and on Tacumshinewherei t al so appeared. We
any conclusive evidence yet as to what it is otherwise than it is probably some
oligo/polysaccharides from algae in the lake, which can behave as surfactants, thus the

foam.o

Figure 12. Location (left) and close up (right) of pollution incident.

11.2.2 Waste water treatment plant

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 114, Table 16, together with text on pages 112-113. Hurley, 1998
page 39. Hurley, 1999 pages 111-114. Hurley, 2000 pages 122-123. Hurley, 2001 page 105. Hurley, 2002 page 111.
Hurley, 2003 page 108. Hurley, 2004 pages 137-142. Hurley, 2005 page 121. Hurley, 2006 page 113. Hurley, 2007
pages 134-135. Hurley, 2008 page 98. Hurley, 2009 page 69. Hurley, 2010 page 74. Hurley, 2011 pages 68-70.

11.3 Other areas

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 2006 page 113. Hurley, 2007 page 136. Hurley, 2010 page 74. Hurley, 2011
page 70. Hurley, 2012 page 85. Hurley, 2013 page 84. Hurley, 2014 page 67. Hurley, 2015 page 68. Hurley, 2018 page
71. Hurley, 2020 pages 75-76.

11.4 Pollution control by Wexford County Council

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1997 page 115. Hurley, 1998 page 37. Hurley, 1999 pages 119-120. Hurley,
2000 page 123. Hurley, 2001 pages 105-106. Hurley, 2002 pages 111-114. Hurley, 2003 page 108. Hurley, 2004 page
143. Hurley, 2005 pages 122-123. Hurley, 2006 pages 114-116. Hurley, 2008 page 98-99. Hurley, 2010 page 75.
Hurley, 2011 page 70. Hurley, 2012 page 85. Hurley, 2013 page 85. Hurley, 2014 page 68. Hurley, 2015 pages 69-70.
Hurley, 2019 page 64.

11.5 Clean-up campaigns by other agencies

While statutory responsibility for the control of pollution on the South Wexford Coast
effectively rests with Wexford County Council, the following agencies are in a position
to have a significant input: the Department of the Environment (Section 11.5.1), the
Department of Agriculture (Section 11.5.2), the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) (Section 11.5.3), Teagasc, the agriculture and food development authority
(Section 11.5.4), the Fisheries Boards (Section 11.5.5), the Irish Farmers' Association
(IFA) (Section 11.5.6) and the Voice of Irish Concern for the Environment (VOICE)
(Section 11.5.7).

11.5.1 Department of the Environment

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 pages 36-37. Hurley, 1999 page 104. Hurley, 2000 page 121. Hurley,
2001 pages 106-107. Hurley, 2002 pages 115-116. Hurley, 2003 page 109. Hurley, 2006 page 117. Hurley, 2011 page
71. Hurley, 2012 page 85.

11.5.2 Department of Agriculture

References to earlier reports . Hurley, 1998 page 37. Hurley, 1999 pages 105-106 refers. Hurley, 2000 page 122.
Hurley, 2002 page 117. Hurley, 2003 page 109.
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